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('ounce J . A. Jones H. G. Ward, Geo. W. Burgess. S. W. Messer

MAYOR'S ADDRESS.

Gentlemen of the City

Council.

Practical business requires few words. Substantial results are
better than the most excellent resolutions. Let us examine the results of the past, and do better if we can. For the past year the
receipts and disbursements have been as follows :
RECEIPTS.

Cash in Treasury March 15, 1880
Taxes of 1S88. and prior years
Tax deeds redeemed
Taxes of 1S89
State, school fund, railroad tax, pensions, etc
County of Kennebec for fees
Interest on bank deposits, taxes, &v
Towns and cities for support of poor
Sewer account
City bonds funded
Temporary loans
Miscellaneous, licenses, tfce
Total

#431 35
Si 7,986 48
178 49
98,196 29
$100,301 26
10,366 92
850 61
1,084 60
1,381 60
346 25
9,000 00
35.000 00
958 10
.1165,780 69

DISBURSEMENTS.

Obligations due and payable prior to March 1, 1889.
City bonds due Feb. 15, 1889
$ 4,000 00
Coupons and interest
3.928 19
Outstanding warrants of 1888
445 40
City officers' salaries of 1888-9
1.003 01
Snow and highway bills of 1888
1,241 09
Other bills of 1888
3,194 90
8 13,812 59
The foregoing does not iuclude the term bills of
Cony High School which ended March 23, 1889,
the hydrant rent from Dec. 1, 1888, to March 1,
1889, nor the support of insane for the first quarter of 1889, amounting to
$ 2,227 48
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But these items are included in the expenditures of the past year, which,
briefly stated, are as follows:
State pensions and bounty on crows
$ 2,068 40
City bonds due July 1, 1889, to Feb. 15, 1890
5,000 00
Interest on city debt
12,782 85
Schools and text books
16,364 03
Paving and Water street sewers
12,591 00
Interest on Trust funds.
1,440 00
State and county taxes
19,780 15
New bridge
41,345 17
#111,371 60
Usual current expenses, highways, snow bills, fire
department, streetlights, poor department, & c 39,003 59
.$150,375 19
Total
:
$164,187 78
Balance
1,592 91
$165,780 69
The balance includes the balances of Mr. Turner and Mr. Hamlen. The disbursements include all warrants drawn during the
past year, whether paid or outstanding. The actual cash balance
will therefore be more than here stated.
A year ago the auditor in his report stated the city debt—bond,
temporary loans, and coupons past due—to be $308,927.00. Add
bills not reported as liabilities, $10,313.78, and the liabilities correctly stated were $319,240.78.
The Trust funds, stated in the auditor's report, form no part of
the city debt, and are expressly excepted as such in the Constitution of the State. The only liability on their part imposed on the
city, is the annual payment of interest.
On page 102 of the same report the " n e t undrawn" is
stated at
$9,160.81
Of this amount, on page 101, the account of Cony High
School stands undrawn
$910.96
This agrees substantially with the Mayor's ledger at that date,
but the practice of charging back to the previous year, which began
in 1884, has placed the accounts in such a chaotic state that no
auditor could be blamed for any conclusion he might arrive at.
The report of the Committee on Cony High School, page 59, city
reports of last year, shows the account overdrawn $135.65, and
this agrees with the Treasurer's account at the same date. The
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difference between $910.96 undrawn, and $135.65 overdrawn is
$1,046.61 ; hence if the other statements are correct (and I am not
disposed to pursue the enquiry further in this direction), the net
undrawn should have been stated at $8,114.20.
But on pages 96, 97 and 98 we find an account for the year 1887,
which on page 98 shows a " n e t overdrawn" of $4,734.82. This
was paid from the funds of 1888, and must be deducted from the
undrawn of 1888 to give the correct standing of the city's accounts,
leaving undrawn of 1888 instead of $8,114.20, $3,379.48.
The case does not, however, rest here. If the same process be
followed through the reports for 1887 and 1886, we shall find the
" n e t undrawn" for 1889 changed to an overdrawn account of
$1,455.37. I will not pursue the enquiry further, the absurdity of
such a system is too apparent to need argument. My predecessors
have followed a bad example, which could have had but one object,
that of making a good showing at the end of the year regardless of
facts.
The City Ordinances require the Mayor to keep a detailed account of receipts and disbursements with the Treasurer, Collector,
and with the several departments. For a number of years this has
not been done, resulting, as I believe, in the payment of many bills
a second time. Under the system, if system it may be called,
which has prevailed, there is no possible means of determining
whether or not a bill has been paid. A system should be adopted
for the government of every city officer, and he should be required,
under penalty, to follow it. Extended accounts of disbursements,
as much in detail as possible, should be printed in the city reports,
that the citizens may be informed where their money goes, and for
what purpose.
LIABILITIES.

The liabilities are:
City bonds
Temporary loaDS of 1S88
Temporary loans of the past year
Coupons past due
All other outstanding bills, estimated
Total liabilities
The liabilities March, 1889, were
Increase
Net increase of liabilities less resources

$283,500
22,000
35,000
$340,500

00
00
00
00

§2,225 00
500 00
2,725
8343,225
319,240
$23,984
15,534

00
00
78
22
29
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RESOURCES.

Treasury balance cash
Uncollected taxes
Tax deeds on

file

$ 1.592 91
27,927 22
2.009 61

$31,529 74
The same class of resources last year were stated in gross sum
of
823,079 SI
Increase of resources
8,449 93
The increase of resources is due to the amount of uncollected
taxes, resulting from the unfortunate mental derangement of the
late Treasurer, which has left the city without a Collector until his
accounts can be adjusted, and the tax bill committed to another
collector. At least $10,000.00 more taxes could have been collected, and the temporary loans reduced that amount but for this
condition of the collector.
If the question be put, as it may be pertinently, how more than
$41,000 may be paid on account of a new bridge, without assessing
a special tax, and only increase the debt $15,500.00? The reply
is :
First. The bills paL. on account of last year are properly added
to the debt of last year, less the amount reported.
Secc»trl. On the expenditures of last year by itself there was a
net gain of over $15,000, including the payment of the bonds falling due during that and the previous municipal year.
Third. The bonds were funded, and while this fact did not
increase the debt, it furnished S'.»,000 for the bridge.
Fourth. In making the 815,000 gain the actual liabilities reported
last year, other than bonds and temporary loans have been reduced
about one-half. These items and the increase, will account for the
bridge.
The total cost of the bridge when entirely completed, including
the removal of ( the old pier, will be §59,000. The further payment
of $17,750.00 in round numbers must be provided for. The contractors for the bridge will doubtless complete their work in about
six weeks.
The contractor for the substructure agreed in his contract to
complete the masonry Dec. 10th, 1889. He has not finished any
part of the work according to contract and the specifications.
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Under the law relative to the bridge it will devolve upon the
Mayor and Aldermen to take such action in the case as may be
necessary.
Assuming that the work will be completed at an early day, it
will be necessary to provide for payment and for the current expenses of the city until the taxes assessed, and to be assessed for
the current year become available.
The usual temporary loan should be authorized. I t is true the
temporary loans now outstanding may be demanded at any time,
but it is not probable that they will b e ; but whether demanded
or not they must be paid. How? By taxation. When? Just so
soon as it can be done without being burdensome to those who pay.
The city's resources have been stated as $31,529.74. What are
they worth? The uncollected taxes of 1889, amount to $15,122.29,
and on the basis of collections of former years will be available the
ensuing year to the amount of $7,061.00 or 50 per cent. The uncollected taxes of 1888 realized in 1889 only about 40 per cent.
Of the 821,511.94 reported uncollected March 1889, only 87,986.48 were available the past year. Of the $2,136.52 in tax deeds on
file SI78.49 only were realized. Experience therefore teaches that
not over 33 per cent, of the uncollected taxes can be depended
upon with any degree of safety. It is difficult to see how the overdue interest of 83,427.00 as reported last year, the $4,000 past due
bonds, and 822,000 of temporary loans could have been paid in
1889 from 821,511.94 of uncollected taxes of which only $7,986.48
were collectible, even though $9,160.81 of the appropriations of
1888 were undrawn and there had been no other bills outstanding.
Let us make sure that the present situation is not as bad, and
take care that the future shall not reveal a like state of affairs.
I have required every city officer to see that every bill contracted
in his department was rendered and paid. I have been assured
that they have been. The Overseers of the Poor assure me that
$50.00 will cover all claims against that department, unless it be
some claims from other towns of which the Overseers have not
been notified. Such cases cannot be avoided. The snow bills of
the present month will be another exception. If there shall be
found to be other bills, to any considerable amount now outstanding, it will be evident the city officers either would not attend to
the requirements of the Mayor, or were so incompetent as to have
no knowledge of the business with which they were charged.
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In order to meet the obligations of the city I recommend that
you authorize the funding of the bonds now past due and to become due the current municipal year. This will provide temporary
relief to the taxpayers to the amount of $6,000, without increasing
the debt beyond the present figures. The amount which would
necessarily be assessed to pay the bonds can be assessed on the
bridge account, the balance can without doubt be realized from the
uncollected taxes now due. The aggregate assessment for the
current year may be reduced $5,000, below that of last year, and
with as prudent management as during the past year, without sacrificing paving or sewers, or any needed improvement, we may keep
within the appropriations and have a margin of cash to apply to
paying the present temporary debt, as well as all loans that may
be made for current purposes during the present year.
The executive authority is vested in the Mayor and Aldermen.
The City Council have ordained rules for their government and
that of the city officers.
I call your attention, I call the attention of the public through
you to the city ordinance, that—"The moneys raised and appropriated for specific purposes in the annual estimates by the City
Council, shall be expended only on requisition in writing of the officer
or committee having charge of such expenditures, on the Mayor ;
and the requisition shall state the reason therefor, that the Mayor
may determine how large a sum the interest of the city require to
be expended at that time."
This ordinance has been a law of the city for many years, and
yet a year ago I found no city officer who seemed aware of its
existence. It has been a dead letter, as it appears. By some it
met with a partial compliance after having attention called to i t ;
by some it was treated with contempt. I t must be, and will be
enforced, in spirit and in letter. The Mayor and City Treasurer
on the authority of the City Council, cannot borrow a dollar of any
bank without furnishing a certified copy of the vote, or showing
the original order attested by the City Clerk and the Clerk of the
Common Council, but a city officer can contract debts to any
amount, against the direct orders of the Mayor, in defiance of the
law, and in effect say, that the only business of the City Council
is to order the bills paid, appropriation or no appropriation, and
the Mayor—why all he has to do is to sign the warrants.
The time to enforce proper regulations is now. Every person

MAYOR'S A D D R E S S .
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giving credit, or making a contract with any officer or agent of the
city does so at his peril Unless the officer has the requisite
authority, and of that the person must enquire.
I recommend that a certain limit be fixed for the fiscal year;
that all accounts absolutely close on that day ; that all unexpended
balances revert to the treasury, and there remain to be applied
to the payment of the debt, unless reappropriated by the City
Council upon some emergency, which could not be foreseen o r
otherwise provided for.
COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS.

The committee on accounts was designed for the examination
of claims against the city. The practice of handing bills to the
committee an evening or two before the meeting of the City
Council—an examination by the committee for an hour of perhaps
a hundred or more bills, with no means of enquiry beyond the fact
that the bills are "approved" by some city officer, who in many
cases knows nothing of the transaction which has long past—the
reporting of the "Roll of Accounts" to the City Council and itspassage, hastily as business is conducted—the following clamor on
the Mayor for his order or warrant for payment before he can give
even a hurried examination to any of the claims—all these conspire to make life a burden to any Mayor who has even a moderate
desire to have some information of the business he is called upon
to approve. In every department bills should be required at once
of every completed transaction, and they should be audited before
going to the committee, and should be allowed or not upon the
merits after investigation, regardless of any officer's approval.
The whole practice is wrong, and only opens up a field in which
dishonesty may flourish.
The city can afford to require its business to be transacted in a
proper manner, and that proper accounts be kept. It can afford
to pay for doing this work—it cannot afford the loose and slipshod
manner which has grown into such general use. The knife must be
applied, the remedy must be heroic. I have seen few evidences
of what appeared to be dishonest intentions ; I have seen abundant evidence of a willingness to follow in the track of customs
which never should have been allowed to acquire the sanction of precedent, and which would be more honored in their breach than observance.
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The highway department demands your special attention. In
this direction there is a grand field for improvement. The question too often appears to be, not how to do a good day's work, but
how much can be got for the least service ?
Gentlemen I could devote the day to the various subjects and still
leave some point untouched. I am reminded that I began with
the thought that practical business requires few words, I must close
with the conclusion that the business as practiced cannot be treated in a paragraph.
Let us devote our energies to the city's service, even though the
approval of conscience be our only reward.
SAMUEL W. LANE.
Augusta, Maine, March 17, 1890.

CITY TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.
REPORT OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

~To the City Council of

Augusta:

The undersigned submit the following statement of the accounts
of Guy Turner, late City Treasurer, so far as the same relates to
the City business, but not including his account with the Williams
and Village school districts. His accounts as Collector for the
various years are presented in a separate report. The following
statement shows the receipts and disbursements of the City
Treasury from March 15, 1889, to February 1, 1890:
GUY

Treasurer.

TURNER,

DR.

T o Balance Cash March 15, 1889

$431 35

CASH RECEIPTS—CONTINGENT ACCOUNT.

City Solicitor for costs
Costs on non-resident taxes advertised.
Costs on tax deeds redeemed
License on Dogs
'l
Peddlers
lt
Theatres
State, bounty on crows
kt
burial of soldier
"
railroad and telegraph tax
;
' rent of Armory
Supplementary taxes of 1888

$5
16
14
352
18
45
10
35
3,153
150
15

00
0:>
17
00
00
00
40
00
20
00
15
33,814 04

CEMETERY LOTS SOLD.

Mount Pleasant Cemetery:
A . P . Baker,
S. J . Burbank,

Lot No. 71
"
63

$10 00
10 00
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R. W. Carleton,
Lot No. 128
Seth Clark,
"
235
A. A. Craig,
"
193
E. E. & W. H. Davis,
» 25 and 2 6 . . .
M.L.Emery,
"
387
M. B. Gould,
» 367
Geo. E. Howard,
"
117
Joseph E. Howard,
"
149
W. G. Hussey, Lot No. 132, 133, 164, 165
Emma Newark,
"
533
Geo. W. Shorey,
"
226
....
J.M.Stevens,
"
119
Job Springer,
"
103
E.E.Taylor,
»« 267
Geo. Ware,
'« 536
W.F.Williamson,
"
96

$10
10
10
20
10
10
10
10
40
5
10
10
10
10
5
10

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
$210 00

Riverside Cemetery:
L. C. Cathern,
Lot
H. G. Doe,
Thomas Field,
Thomas Farnham,
E. A. Goldsmith,
G. P. Hall,
Mary E. Haskell,
Edwin A. Moore,
W.F.Sampson,
M.A.Ware,
William Wedge,

No.
"
"
"
»
"
"
"
»
"
"

263
264
245
261
168
176
215
191
272
265
267

$10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
$110 00

INTEREST.

Bank deposits
Coupons, error in count refunded
"
paid before due
Non-resident taxes advertised
Tax deeds redeemed
Taxes for various years collected

$470 43
20 00
02
34 52
22 61
506 22
$1,053 80

Kennebec bridge, returned premium on cancelled insurance

$39 04
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CONY H I G H SCHOOL.

From State of Maine
Tuition

$250 00
60 00
$310 00
KENNEBEC COUNTY.

Fees City Marshal
" Deputy Marshal
" Municipal Judge

$307 60
16 01
527 00

Loans, temporary
Non-resident tax deeds redeemed
Non-resident taxes returned and advertised

$850
$25,000
63
336

61
00
08
01

$66
$2,058
115
4,710

56
00
41
23

PAVING.

J . A . Homan, repairs of sidewalk
J . E . Howard, quarter bends
Devine & Coughlin, repairs of s i d e w a l k . . . .
B. F . Parrott, repairs of sidewalk
John Turner & Co., labor

$33
9
2
1
19

50
07
90
59
50

Pensions, refunded by State
Resident tax deeds redeemed
School fund, received of State
SEWERS.

Western Avenue, E. C. Burleigh
"
Geo. A. Parks
Green Street, Francis Abbott
Paulina Lilly
"
G. E. & H . D. M a c o m b e r . . . .
"
Catherine Noon
"
Mary L. Partridge
"
Asa Ward

$50 00
10 00
23 50
33 50
1175
11 50
50 00
16 50
$206 75

SUPPORT OF POOR.

H . Austin for Eaton Estate
City of Biddeford..
City of Rockland

$38 00
17 84
127 54
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Town of
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Bennedicta
Brunswick
Fort Kent
Madawaska
Mercer
New Portland
North Anson
Orono
Pittsfield
"
Rome
"
Union
'*
Vassalboro
4
»
Warren
"
Washington
"
Windsor
«
Winn
"
Winthrop
L. Titcomb, Guardian
State of Maine for care of State P a u p e r . . . .

836 74
79 55
2 10
6 00
288 45
30 47
1100
2 25
4 50
7 50
31 00
72 20
4 00
40 10
28 00
l
J 00
62 40
35 29
72 00
SI,011 93

Taxes of 1882 of Collector
"
1883
»
1884
"
"
1885
"
;
'
1886
"
"
1887
"
"
1888
"
1889
"

814
32
64
190
751
2,220
4,289
97,360

09
08
49
95
13
10
76
94
104,923 54
145,310 35

Amount of unpaid bills covered by Mayor's warrants
drawn in favor of Guy Turner, Treasurer, for payment of roll of accounts and included in his credits
for disbursements
Total to be accounted for by the City Treasurer

658 61
1145,968 96-

TREASURER'S REPORT.
GUY TURNER,

Treasurer.

15

CR.

By Paid outstanding warrants of 1 8 8 8 - 9 . . . .
BY

PAID

MAYOR'S

$-145 40

"WARRANTS DRAWN UNDER
APPROPRIATIONS :

By contingent
Cemeteries
City officers' salaries
Cony High school
County tax
Fire Department
Highways, Eastern District
"
Thomaston road
44
Western District

THE

FOLLOWING

$1,909
310
6,354
4,720
5,547
2,036

38
76
01
37
97
10

7,998
2,545
11,869
23,479
4,227
1,000
12,596
54
2,275
3,464
427
90
350

33
75
00
36
94
00
95
75
41
40
57
00
00

$3,299 01
226 85
4,472 47

Hydrants and Water
Interest
Kennebec Bridge
Lighting streets
Lithgow Library
Paving
Park (Monument)
Permanent Improvements
Police
Printing
Sanford Legacy to town of B e l g r a d e . . . .
St. Marks Home
Schools, Common
.,
2,465 54
Text books
200 00
"
Williams District, apportionment
1,983 75
"
Village District, apportionment 6,011 25

10,660 54
Snow bills, Eastern district
"
Western
"
State Pensions
»« Tax
Support of Poor

401 90
630 46
1,032
2,058
14,232
5,783

36
00
28
90

125,470 53
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February 11, 1890, paid C. N. Hamlen,
City Treasurer
Balance to be accounted for

18,950 00
1,548 43
145,968 96

Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL W. LANE, Mayor.
TREBY JOHNSON,
) Committee
W. H. WILLIAMS,
on
LENDALL TITCOMB, ) Finance.

REPORT OF C. N. HAMLEN, TREASURER.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of

Augusta:

I have the honor to submit herewith a statement and account
of the receipts and disbursements of the City Treasury from February 10, 1890, to the close of the municipal year of 1889-90.
C. N .

HAMLEN,

Treasurer, in account with the City of Augusta.
DR.

To cash of Guy Turner, late T r e a s u r e r . . . .
City bonds of Feb. 15, 1890
Cash on City notes, temporary l o a n s . . .
To

CASH ON ACCOUNT OF T A X E S , VIZ :

For the year 1886, City Taxes
1887,
»'
"
1888,
"
k
"
1889,
'

To

818,950 00
9,000 00
10,000 00

$16
29
193
913

30
46
64
59
1,152
45
4
38

Village District taxes
Williams District taxes
Interest on taxes
Paving account, O. Williamson for
sewer pipe sold by R. W. Dutton, Street
Commissioner

99
18
43
64

7 15

SEWER ACCOUNT.

To Mrs. Burns, Western Avenue S e w e r . . . .
Joseph A. Homan,
"
"
H . D. Macomber and others, Western
Avenue
Sewer.
David T. Neal, Green street
"
W . H . Reid, Western Avenue
"
Mrs. Geo. Snow
"
"
Geo. W . Vickery
"
"

$23 00
10 00
40 00
2150
10 00
5 00
30 00
139 50
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ACCOUNT OF SUPPORT OF POOR.

Town of Albion
"
Anson
"
Mercer
"
Newport
"
Old Town
"
Union
L. Titcomb, Guardian of Mulliken
E. W. Whitehouse, for Estate of J .
Clark

5
13
113
24
28
22

00
25
45
97
00
75
71

161 54
369 67

Total Receipts

39,707 56

To balance unpaid on roll of accounts Nos.
11 and 12, covered by Mayor's warrants
and included in account of disbursements

1,033 86
$40,741 42

C. N.

HAMLEN,

Treasurer.
CR.
P A I D MAYOR'S WARRANTS, VIZ :

By Contingent account
City officers' salaries
Cony High school
Common schools
'
Cemeteries
Fire Department
Highways Eastern District
"
Western District
Hydrants and water service
Interest on the City debt
Kennebec bridge
Lighting streets
Paving bills of 1888
Police
Printing
Sanford Legacy, Town of Readfield for
1887

$319 56
927 00
96 35
1,067 30
3 00
408 11
28 75
77 16
1 >50
4,862 04
18,245 91
831 20
2 2C
508 3,'
67 70
90

00

TREASURER'S REPORT.

By Snow bills, Eastern District
kt
Western
»
Support of poor
Williams School District
Reduction of City debt, matured bonds..
Sundry bills on roll of accounts, covered
by Mayor's warrants to Guy Turner . .

19

98
388
1,273
3
<s,000

24
93
77
00
00

95 95
$37,396 00

Balance
kt

roll of accounts covered by
warrants
81,033 8G
Net cash subject to w a r r a n t . . .
2,311 56
83,345 42
840,741 42
Respectfully submitted,
C. N. H A M L E N ,

AUGUSTA,

March 8, 1890.

Treasurer.

CITY MARSHAL'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of

Augusta:

: I have the honor herewith to present my fifth
annual report as City Marshal, for the year ending March 15, 1890,
showing the number of arrests, and complaints upon which the same
were made, viz :
GENTLEMEN

Whole number of arrests for the year
Drunkenness, committed and fined
"
discharged on probation
Let off on good behavior
Sent out of city
Vagrancy
Assault and battery
Larceny
Illegal transportation
Malicious mischief
Affray
Breaking and entering
Tramps
Evading railroad fares
Obtaining money falsely
Disturbance
Extorting money
Bastardy
Search and seizure
Single sale
Obstructing railroad
Search for stolen goods
Assault with intent to commit rape
Toting liquor to Jail
Fast driving
Lascivious behavior

619
127
100
147
75
10
20
20
6
10
5
1
10
20
10
10
8
2
10
15
1
1
1
2
1
1
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Loitering in depot
Perjury
Committed to Industrial School

21

2
1
3

126 persons have been given lodging and food during the year.
In addition to the above, I have served thirty-five warrants to
search and seize liquors, and have made seventy seizures.
Other business been done by the police :
Disturbance settled without arrest
Stores found unlocked
Runaway horses caught
Dogs killed
Lost children found and taken to parents
Horses cared for on the streets

41
44
31
36
o
40

There have been four persons committed to the Insane Hospital
the past year, and one woman taken on the street who had run
away from the Hospital, and returned to the Hospital by the police.
A large amount of goods have been taken in after stores were
locked up, and goods returned to owners next morning.
Respectfully submitted,
H. T. MORSE, City
AUGUSTA,

March 15, 1890.

Marshal,

REPORT OF CITY SOLICITOR.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of

Augusta:

I have the honor to report the results and present condition of the
City's litigation during the municipal year last p a s t :
At the beginning of the year two suits were pending against the
City. The first, Woods vs. Augusta, to recover $1000 damages for
injuries caused by alleged defect in the highway, had been tried at
the February term of the year previous, and a verdict of $60 rendered against the city, and an appeal taken to the Law Court.
While, as stated in my last report, I believe the verdict was rendered in disregard of the presiding Justice's charge, on ascertaining
the expense of printing requisite to prosecuting the City's appeal,
it was deemed to be in the interest of economy to pay the amount
of verdict and costs then amounting to. $103.34, which was accordingly done and the case thus disposed of.
The other, inhabitants of Belmont vs. Augusta, to recover
$39.28 claimed to be due for pauper supplies furnished the Grover
family is still pending and will be argued at the May term of the
law court, there being nc facts in dispute.
One suit pending at the commencement of the year in which
the City was plaintiff, Augusta vs. Albion, involving the pauper
settlement of James Austin and wife, has terminated in favor of
the city.
The suit which in my last report I advised against Vassalboro
to determine the pauper settlement of Charles Berry, has been
commenced and terminated, in favor of the city during the last
year.
But two suits have been commenced against the city within the
past year. The first, William R. Downs vs. Augusta, claiming
$2000 damages for injuries to his shoulder alleged to have been
caused by a supposed defect in the sidewalk on Water street last
summer, was entered at the March term of the Supreme Court
1890, and will be in order for trial at the next October term.
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The other, Susan A. Carter vs. Augusta, to recover $160.10 for
pauper supplies alleged to have been furnished John F. Hurley on
the credit of the City, is returnable at the next April term of the
Superior Court.
The town of Alna threatens suit against the City to compel payment of a large bill for pauper supplies furnished Charles Morang
and family. With the Overseers of the Poor I have thoroughly
investigated this case, and am convinced that the pauper settlement
of this burdensome family is not in Augusta, and suit, if brought,
will be contested in behalf of the City, and I have no doubt with
success.
Very respectfully submitted,
A. M. GODDARD-, City Solicitor.

CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT.
To the Honorable Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Council of
Augusta :
Gentlemen: In conformity with the provisions of Chapter XII,
Sec. 8, of the City Ordinances, I herewith submit to your honorable
body my annual report as Chief Engineer of the Fire Department
of the City of Augusta, together with an inventory of all property
belonging to, and under jurisdiction of the department, and a
brief statement of the duties performed by it during the fiscal year
ending March loth, 1890, as appended. You will also find in connection a full and correct list of fires and alarms that have occurred
during the year, and to which it may be proper to add, the department has faithfully responded. The following is a list of the dates
on which the department has been called out in numbers, viz.,
nineteen times as follows :
March 19, 1889. Alarm at 2.25 o'clock A. M., caused by fire
discovered in a two story wooden building on Water street,
occupied by Frank O'Conners as a junk store. Loss on stock
$200 ; insured $500. Building owned by the Williams heirs. Loss
$150; no insurance.
March 26, 1889. Alarm at 2.10 o'clock P. M. Fire in
Lambard's car shops, Willow street, caused by spontaneous combustion of old rags belonging to Frank O'Conners, damage slight.
March 29, 1889. Alarm at 2.10 o'clock P . M. Fire discovered
in Lorenzo Wellman's stable on Sewall street. Loss on stable
$350; insured $200. Loss on house $50; insured. Loss on
furniture $100 ; insured. Cause of fire, Mrs. Wellman fumigating
bed clothes in the stable.
April 23, 1889. Alarm at 1.45 o'clock P . M. Fire discovered
in blacksmith shop north end of Water street, belonging to the
Edwards Manufucturing Co., damage slight, cause of fire from
forge.

CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT.
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April 24, 1889. Alarm at 12.55 o'clock P. M. Fire discovered
in Wyman, Webber & Gage's sash and door shop, Mt. Vernon
avenue. Damage slight. Cause of fire, overheated furnace.
April 30, 1889. Alarm at 10.45 o'clock A. M. Fire discovered
in Bake House, south end of Water street, occupied by Hays & Co.
Damage $50 ; insured $50. Cause of fire, shavings on top of hot
oven.
May 6, 1889. Alarm at 3.45 o'clock P. M. Fire in the attic of
a house near the railroad bridge owned by Whitehouse and Libby.
Cause of fire, children playing with matches, damage slight.
May 7, 1889. Alarm at 10.05 o'clock P. M. Fire discovered
in two store houses on Willow street, belonging to John Fogler,
one being occupied by Frank O'Conners as a junk store house,
the other occupied by J. W. Patterson, as a storage for lumber.
Loss on John Fogler's building $300 ; insured for $300, damage
to F. O'Conners slight. Fire communicated with Mrs. Quimby's
stable on Maple street, damage $140 ; insured for 8140. Cause
of fire, unknown.
June 7, 1889. Alarm of fire at 6.15 P. M. Fire discovered in
Wyman, Webber & Gage's dry house. Loss $75 ; insured for $75.
Cause of fire, overheated furnace.
July 18, 1889. Alarm at 12 o'clock M. False.
August 14, 1889. Alarm at 3.45 o'clock P. M. Fire caused by
crossing of electric light wires with fire alarm wires.
Sept. 4, L889. Alarm of fire at 10.20 o'clock A. M., caused
by a kettle of concrete tar boiling over on State street. No
damage.
Sept. 6, 1889. Alarm of fire at 3.10 o'clock P. M., caused by
sparks from the smoke stack of E. W. Whitehouse's machine shop
lodging on the roof of Mrs. Branch's house on Bangor street, damage $10 ; insured for §10.
Sept. 20, 1889. Alarm at 11.30 P. M. Fire discovered in the
Old Castle on Water street, owned by the Williams heirs, lower
floor occupied by John Lawrence as shoe store and Chinese
laundry. Lawrence's loss $300 ; insured for $300. Laundry loss
$50 ; no insurance. Upper floor occupied by Bridget McCue and
Horatio Rollins, all of their furniture lost, value of each $50 ; no
insurance. East half of the upper floor occupied by C. M. Sturgis
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as furniture and paint shop. Loss on stock $700; $500 insurance.
Cause of fire, spontaneous combustion.
Oct. 30, 1889. Alarm at 10.45 o'clock P. M. Fire discovered
in Hiram Clark's carriage shop south end of Water street. Loss
on building, tools and stock $5000, divided as follows: Building,
$1500; tools, $1000; stock, $2500. Insured for'$2500. Cause
of fire, spark from forge in the blacksmith shop.
Nov. 27, 1889. • Alarm of fire at 8 o'clock A. M. French
schoolhouse on Gas House hill, State street. Roof burned. Loss
$500 ; insured $1200. Cause of fire, over heated furnace.
Dec. 20, 1889. Still alarm at 12 M. Fire at flag station,
railroad crossing, Winthrop street. Fire extinguished by night
police, damage slight.
Feb. 5, 1890. Alarm at 9.30 P. M. Fire discovered in J. M.
Webster's house, Pettingill's corner. Fire extinguished by Hose
Co. No. 4. House occupied by Fred Harvey, damage to the house
$75; insured $75; damage to furniture $100; insured $100.
Cause of fire, red hot stove funnel.
Feb. 19, 1890. Alarm at 8.45 A. M. Fire discovered in new
unfurnished house of Rev. B. S. Maben on Cushnoc Heights.
House all burned. Loss $700 ; insured $700. Cause of fire, laths
piled around a red hot stove. J. W. Glidden's house caught and
partly burned. Loss on building and furniture $631; insured
$1600.
Feb. 18, 1890. Alarm of fire at 2 o'clock A. M. Fire in wood
work around the chimney in W. H. Reid's house on Grove street,
occupied by E. C. Mears. Loss on building $185 ; insured for
$1600. Loss on Mears furniture, $100 ; insured for $1000.
APPARATUS.

The apparatus at the present time consists of one hose wagon
purchased last year, capacity to carry 1200 feet of hose, three two
wheel hose jumpers in good condition, with 400 feet of cotton hose,
each in good condition.
HOSE.

There is in the department five thousand feet of cotton hose,
three thousand in good condition, two thousand not quite as good,

CHIEF ENGINEER'S REPORT.

for the reason that it has been
shows signs of decay. I would
one thousand feet this year so
year, with our water pressure it
be delayed to long.

27

in constant use for ten years and
recommend that the city purchase
as to keep the supply good each
is not safe to let the hose question

FORCE.

The force of the department under the present organization, consists of fifty-seven men, divided as follows : Chief and one Assistant Engineer; two hose companies, consisting of ten men each;
one hose company of twelve men ; one hose company of eight
men; and one Hook and Ladder company of fifteen men. One
hose wagon is hauled by the Street Department horses, which are
owned by the city. The steamer Cushnoc is kept in good running
order at all times in case of accident to the water works

F I R E ALARM SYSTEM BY TELEGRAPH.

I have come to the conclusion that it is about time to give up
the idea of ever having a fire alarm.
ENGINE

HOUSES.

The engine house on Bridge street will have to have some repairs
this season, probably an outlay of about $100. The house on
Cony street is in rather poor condition, and an outlay of about $150>
or as near as can be estimated, is needed. The houses No. 3 and
4 are in good repair.
HOOK AND LADDER

HOUSE.

I would call the attention of the City Council again to the much
needed house for the Hook and Ladder Truck.
RESERVOIRS.

The reservoirs are in good condition, except the one at the corner of Patterson and Bangor streets, which is in poor condition,
and is caving in. This reservoir is made of wood. I would recommend that it be filled up to save accident and expense. I t is
not needed with the present water service.
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The following is a list of reservoirs, their location and capacity :
No. 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Corner of Bridge and Water streets
Cushnoc Heights, junction of Northern Avenue
and "Washington streets
Spring street
Bangor street
Cony street
Middle street
Middle street, junction Eastern Avenue
,.
Court street
Sewall street
High Schoolhouse yard
Corner of Elm and Bridge streets
Water street, near railroad bridge
Corner of Gage and Green streets
State street, Augusta House yard ( p r i v a t e ) . . .
State House
Schoolhouse, Cushnoc Heights
Winthrop street
Bridge street, near North street
Pettingill's Corner
Crosby street
Sewall street, near Lincoln s t r e e t . ,

500 hhds
300
200
200
200
200
300
200
200
125
125
125
125
125
200
125
80
300
150
300
300

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
u

"
"
"
"
"
»
"

HYDRANTS.

The following is a list of hydrants and their locality :
No. 1. Junction Northern Avenue and Franklin streets, west side of
Avenue.
No. 2. Corner Franklin and Oxford streets.
No. 3. Corner Washington and Franklin streets.
No. 4. Corner Northern Avenue and Jefferson street.
No. 5. Corner Oxford street and Northern Avenue.
No. 6. Corner Jefferson and Kendall streets.
No. 7. Corner Washington street, foot of lane near F. A. Brann's
house.
No. 8. Corner Northern Avenue and York street.
No. 9. Corner Northern Avenue and Mill street.
No. 10. Corner Mt. Vernon Avenue and Mill street.
No. 11. Center of Bond street.
No. 12. Corner State and Laurel streets.
No. 13. Corner Crosby street and Hunt's Lane.
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No. 14.
No. 15.
No - 16.
No. 17.
No. 18.
No. 19.
No. 20.
No. 21.
No. 22.
No. 23.
No. 24.
No. 25.
No. 2C.
No. 27.
No. 28.
No. 29.
No. 30.
No. 31.
No. 32.
No. 33.
No. 34.
No. 35.
No. 36.
No. 37.
No. 3S.
No. 39.
No. 40.
No. 41.
No. 42.
No. 43.
No. 44.
No. 45.
No. 46.
No. 47.
No. 48.
No. 49.
No. 50.
No. 51.
No. 52.
No. 53.
No. 54.
No. 55.
No. 56.
No. 57.
No. 58.
No. 59.
No. 60.

Corner State and Bridge streets.
Corner Bridge and Summer streets.
Center of Elm street.
Corner Bridge and Winter streets.
Corner Bridge and North streets.
Corner Bridge and Commercial streets.
City Farm.
Chestuut street, opposite Geo. O. Tobey's.
Corner Chestnut and Court streets.
Corner Winthrop and Sewall streets.
Corner Winthrop and Chapel streets.
Corner Green and Chapel streets.
Center of Melville street.
Corner Sewall and Weston streets.
Corner Green and Chestnut streets.
Corner Cushman and Green streets.
Corner Western Avenue and Chestnut street.
Corner Sewall and Lincoln streets.
Corner Sewall and Capitol streets.
Corner Western Avenue and Chapel street.
Corner Grove and Chapel streets.
State street, near Capitol street.
State street, near Augusta House.
East corner of Crescent and Grove streets.
Corner Gage and Swan streets.
Corner Green and Grove streets.
Corner State and Chandler streets.
Corner State street, near Green street.
Southeast corner Court House lot, on Court street.
North corner Court House square, Winthrop street.
Corner State and Oak streets.
Corner Flagg and Church streets.
Water street, railroad crossing foot of Rmes' Hill.
Hay Market Square.
Water street, foot of Oak street.
Water street, opposite Cony House.
Water street, near Darby Block.
Water street, near Gaslin's stable.
WTater street, near Railroad Bridge.
Water street, opposite Laurel street.
Corner Dickman and Oak streets.
South end Passenger Station, Winthrop street.
Corner Cony and Bowman streets.
Corner Cony and Arsenal streets.
Corner Cony and Stone streets.
Corner Bangor and Myrtle streets.
Corner Maple and Willow streets.

30
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
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61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
70.
80.
81.

Corner Cony and Gannett streets.
Corner Gannett and Patterson streets.
Corner Pearl and Patterson streets.
School street, opposite Schoolhouse.
Corner Bangor and School streets.
Corner Bangor street and Belfast road.
Corner Allen and Lock streets.
Corner Middle and Stone streets.
Corner East Chestnut and Hospital streets.
Corner Hospital street and Eastern Avenue.
Coiner Middle and Cedar streets.
Eastern Avenue, opposite J. P. Smith's house.
Arsenal street, opposite Sturgis, Lambard & Co's stable.
Corner Arsenal and Cedar streets.
corner Arsenal and East Chestnut streets.
forner Arsenal and Williams streets.
Center Spring street, near Dr. Brickett's house.
c'orner Middle and East Chestnut streets.
Bangor street, 500 feet north of H. H. Harvey's shop.
Bangs' Mill, east end of dam.
Water Front, back of North's Block.

By order of the City Council, I have bought a hose wagon the
past year at an expense of $425.
EXPENSES.

For expenses of the department, I will refer your honorable body
to the City Auditor's report. By order of the City Council there
has been a hydrant set on the water front back of North's block.
Loss

AND INSURANCE.

Total loss by fire the past year in full, as near as can be ascertained is $9381, on which there was an insurance of $8390.
CONCLUSION.

In conclusion I wish to tender my sincere thanks to the officers
and members of the Fire Department, for the prompt, willing and
able manner with which they have responded to the calls for their
assistance. To his Honor the Mayor and gentlemen of the City
Council, I am under great obligations for their cordial support in
all matters tending to the interests of the department.
Respectfully submitted,
H. T. MORSE, Chief

Engineer.

REPORT OF STREET COMMISSIONER.

EASTERN DISTRICT.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of Augusta :
: I herewith submit my report as Street Commissioner for the Eastern District, ending March 1, 1889-90.
GENTLEMEN

EXPENDITURES.

Expended for summer repairs. • •

83.999 01
522 64
§3,821 65

The expenditures are as follows :
• • • • • i
Village District
Reuel Merrill, North Belfast R o a d . .
it
Frank J . White, River
tt
Seth Moody, Windsor
((
Henry F . Marston, Mud Mills
Benj. W. White, South Belfast t t
tt
Hendrich Smart, Cross Hill
tt
Stacy Trask, Lower Belfast
tt
Charles H. Bailey, Cross Hill
tt
D. E. Foster,
tt
Alden Clark, North Belfast
11
J . H . Ward, Church Hill
11
R. A. Cony, Togus
Benj. C. Humphrey, Thomaston tt
t(
Frank Lessor, River
it
Ichabod Allen, Cross Hill
tt
Charles Sylvester, Belfast
u
A . H . Church, River
Geo. E. Hewins, North Belfast t t
11
W . E. Barrows, Belfast

Sioumer.
$1,599 89
85 00
92 60
88 74
66 41
99 00
35 25
82 12
36 12
111 91
119 00
61 05
231 91*
103 36
131 26
16 28
74 75
101 53
84 75
78 00

Winter.
?492 52

$3,299 01

$522 64

9 75

5 25
3 65
10 87
60

1 50
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INVENTORY

OF TOOLS.

2 road machines, one old and worthless, 5 snow plows r 1 plow,
6 iron shovels, 8 spades, 1 iron bar, 5 blasting drills, 2 picks, 1 box
scraper and 20 side scrapers.

WESTERN DISTRICT.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of

Augusta:

: I herewith submit my report as Street Commissioner for the Western District for the year ending March 1, 1889 :
GENTLEMEN

Expended for summer repairs
Snow bills

S3,643 09
861 89
1,504 98

The expenditures have been as follows :
Village district
Alonzo Chesley
George Knowles
James Morrill
Frank Cottle
P . M. Brann
G. L. Guior
Stephen Miller
George Whitten
A. J . Burns
A. D. Townsend
C. H . Blaisdell
H . A. Cummings
R. E . Penney
Frank Randall
Nathan Grover
S.P.Jackson
\
Charles E. Knowles

.

:

Summer.
$2,531 42
41 50
27 00
47 17
56 33
67 25
76 6297 19
143 13
22 25
55 79
79 89
139 35
54 75
159 86
11 22
19 87
12 47

Winter.
$802 36

$3,643 09

$861 89

5
7
5
9
1

95
71
65
37
35

16 70
7 55
3 15
2 10
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CR.

From Augusta Water Company and other sources
Due from Fire Department

$121 56
100 00

INVENTORY OF TOOLS.

2 crow bars, 8 iron shovels, f! picks, 1 stone hammer, 2 chains,
1 nail hammer. 1 paving hammer, 1 hand hammer, 1 hand saw, 1
patent digger, 50 feet rubber hose, 2 hoes, 1 iron rake, 1 wooden
rake, 1 scythe and snath, 1 bush scythe and snath, 1 spirit level, 8
plug drills, 5 side-walk plows, 1 steel square, 4 round point shovels,
1 road machine, 1 street sweeper, 20 box and hand scrapers, more
or less, 1 stone street roller, 1 stone side-walk roller, 2 wooden
shovels, 1 plow, 1 Hard Pan plow, 2 lawn mowers, 1 hand axe,
1 axe.
Paid for hay, grain and s t r a w . .
"Work of cit}' team on highways
Sprinkling streets

8225 13
220 days.

98£ days.

R. W. DTTTTON, Street

Commissioner.

REPORT OF CITY PHYSICIAN.

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council:
: I have the honor to submit the following report
of this office for the year ending March 18, 18'.i0:
GENTLEMEN

Number of visits at the Almshouse
318
"
"
to out-patients
188
"
of office calls
155
Total
"
" calls
661
"
"
"patients
116
u
"
prescriptions written
74
Total number of prescriptions written, bottles of medicine, powders, & c , dispensed
2081
Number of births 3. Number of deaths 4.
The amount of sickness at the Almshouse during the year has
caused that institution to partake largely of the nature of a hospital, but without proper hospital facilities. The lack of such facilities is very apparent, and the crowding together of patients
affected with typhoid fever, tuberculosis, foul ulcers, & c , in rooms
with the healthy, although often aged and infirm, cannot be too
strongly condemned. There are frequently such cases as exist at
the present time, which are a-source of constant menace to the
health of the household, and the providing of apartments for isolation of such cases is respectfully recommended.
The amount of sickness among the outside poor has been above
the average, owing to certain obvious causes, chiefly the increase
of our population, and the epidemic of influenza.
One family has received medical attendance, aggregating fifty
dollars in value.
In order to equalize affairs in some degree, I would recommend
some change in the ordinance ruling this office, as follows, viz :
No person shall be entitled to the services of the City Physician
exceeding in value ten dollars during the year. If further medical attendance is required, in such case the City Physician shall re-
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ceive from the City Treasury fair compensation for such extra services rendered.
When it is considered, that out of a stipulated salary, the City
Phj'sician has to furnish all the drugs for the large and increasing
number of poor in our city, the reasonableness of these suggestions
will be apparent.
I wish also to recommend the adoption of some rule which shall
entitle this office to the cases among out of town paupers residing
in our city.
It is obvious that this is the only source of remuneratiun in this
office, and that the salary of the office was placed at such a nominal
figure with this intent.
Such has become the courtesy of the Overseers of the Poor in
dealing with out of town paupers, that it has become a matter of
custom, so I am informed, to allow them to dictate whatever source
of medical attendance they may choose. Naturally they would prefer their old family physician.
During the past year, such outside cases have not been allowed
the City Physician in certain cases where he has requested the
same of the Overseers, and the total amount of revenue received
by this office from this source has amounted to but $139, (one
hundred and thirty-nine dollars.)
As the affairs of this department have been placed under the
same control for another year, it is obvious that proper legislation
governing us is expedient. Unless this source of remuneration
can be guaranteed to this office, I would recommend the adoption of
certain rules to prevent the collision of parties interested.
Portland pays her City Physician $800, (eight hundred dollars)
per year, has a dispensary at the Almshouse and furnishes her own
drugs. I would suggest that our city furnish the drugs for this
department, and that instead of a stipulated salary which has been
in vogue for a long period of years, the salary be determined yearly,
or that the salary be revoked and a specified amount for each call
allowed, making fair compensation.
In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks to those with whom
I have been associated, especially the Mayor and Board of Overseers, for their favors and acts of courtesy, also to Mr. and Mrs.
Waldron, master and matron of the Almshouse, who by their kind
attentions to the sick and infirm have ever manifested by word and
deed their interest in those who have been under our care. Much
credit is due them for their faithfulness.
H . L. J O H N S O N , M. D . , City

Physician.

REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of Augusta :
:—With the close of another municipal year we submit to your Honorable body a report which shall convey to you the
standing and condition of the Poor Department of our city. The
number supported and admitted to the Almshouse has been much
less than previous years, from the very fact that in 1888 many that
called for aid and were not willing to work, were sent to the Almshouse. After remaining there a while they deemed it best to work
and take care of themselves, which they have done, thus reducing
the number to be supported by the city the past year.
Mr. and Mrs. Waldron have looked well to the comfort of all the
inmates, and have filled their positions at the Almshouse to the perfect satisfaction of the Overseers of the Poor.
We again call the attention of the City Council to the condition
of the Almshouse and the surrounding buildings. They are very
much out of repair, and a special appropriation for permanent improvements should be made, and there should be a hospital built, in
addition to our Almshouse, the same as they have in other cities, to
provide for the patients now at the Insane Hospital. Our city has
paid to the Insane Hospital during the past ten years, about eleven
thousand dollars, an average of over one thousand dollars a year;
and as our population is increasing, this amount will be larger.
Most of this amount can be saved by adding an additional building
to our Almshouse, which can be done at a small expense.
GENTLEMEN

The following is the financial standing of the Poor Department,
March 1, 1890:
Undrawn from appropriation, 1888
Appropriation, 1889
Money collected of other towns, etc., 1889..

$283 47
7,000 00
1,381 60
$8,665 07
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Paid for support of poor at Almshouse
u
..
outside

37

poor.

$2,307 79
4,749 88

Total amount paid out

$7,057 67

Amount in hands of Treasurer, u n d r a w n . . .
Amount in hands of L. Waldron
Amount unexpended

$1,607 40
19 71
$1,627 11

To the best of our knowledge, there are not any outstanding bills
against the Poor Department. The amount now due the Poor Department from other towns is about $86.00. There are now several
paupers whose residences are yet in doubt.
J . J . MAHER,
) n
G. B. H O Y T ,
of the Poor
W. B. L E I G H T O N , ) J e ro°

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CITY FARM.

To the Overseers of Poor:
Number of inmates at the Almshouse March 1st, 1890
Whole number admitted during the year
''
discharged
.4
died

21
50
24
5

PRODUCE RAISED ON CITY FARM.

30 tons hay, bl\ bushels barley, 30 bushels corn, 125 bushels
potatoes, 15 bushels ears sweet corn, 15 bushels pole beans, 100
head cabbage, 60 bushels sugar beets, 10 bushels carrots, 8
bushels table beets, 6 bushels parsnips, 8 bushels tomatoes, 8
bushels cucumbers, 500 pounds squash, 1 cart-load pumpkins,
8 bushels beans, 2080 pounds pork, 850 pounds butter, 200 bushels
apples, including cider apples, 8 bushels peas.
In closing my year's report I wish to express for myself and wife,
our gratitude to the Overseers for their assistance and kindness
which we have received from them in our intercourse during the past
year.
L. WALDRON, Superintendent.

REPORT OF SUPT. OF BURIALS.
To the Honorable

Mayor

and City

Council:

I herewith s u b m i t my r e p o r t as S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of
Burials for the y e a r ending M a r c h 10, 1890.
GENTLEMEN

:

Following is a list of deaths as reported to me with age, disease,
and where buried:
DATE.

NAMES.

AGE.

DISEASE.

BURIED.

St. Marv's.
16 Cornelius McFadden
52 yrs Pneumonia.
21 George Safford
Blood poisoning. Mt. Pleasant.
76
24 Mrs. Jennie D. Hill
Ovarian tumor. ,Forest Grove.
22
2G Mrs. Ida L. Rathan
Puerperal iVn'y Riverside.
25
.t
2S
Pneumonia.
Harry
A.
Longfellow
29
U
28,
Cancer.
Sidney.
70
28 Isaac H. Holway
Old age.
Gardiner.
11
93
Pneumonia.
Riverside.
31 Mrs. Nancy Hanscom
Old age.
Forest Grove.
Apr. i ; Mrs. O. W. Longfellow •• 56
<; Mrs. Jerusha C. Gaslin. -. 89
Scrofula.
Riverside.
u
Forest Grove.
•; Blanche Small
6 mos Cancer.
n
Tvphoid
pneu.
Riverside.
Mrs.
Almira
E.
Rice
75
yrs
n
it
(.. 12 Orrin E. Bobbins
Old
age.
18
u
Forest Grove.
15 Mrs. Mary L. Savage
86
u
Diphtheria.
Riverside.
17
80
17 E. A. Nason
Pup. bl'd vessel^
u
4
27 Henry M. Hall
Apoplexy.
Knightsville.
kt
• • 51
2S Greenlief Haskell
Blight's disease . Hallowell.
Consumption.
Mt. Pleasant.
30 Mrs. Charlotte Pierce
46
Pneumonia.
St. Mary's.
May 2 Mrs. Mary A. Miller
68
u
Heart
disease.
Mt.
Pleasant.
2 Chas. H. Hayes
52
St. Mary's,
Pneumonia.
6
it
Chas. Dearandy
52
u
Pneumonia.
10 Mrs. Augusta A. Coombs.. 64
13 Frank Condon
2
Disease of brain . Mt. Vernon.
u
13 Miss Mary Brown
General debility Bolton Hill.
70
IS Mrs.
Mt. Pleasant.
P . Davis..
Chas Ann
M. Condon
101
(1
Can. Stom. Liver1 Reed Cem.
24 T. A. Saunders
58
Miss Mary E. Brick
[50
Heart disease. .Riverside.
June 1 Benjamin
F. Hilton.
67
John
G.
Bobbins
169
u
St. Mary's.
3 Catherine B. Welch.
47
Pneumonia.
Mt. Pleasant.
7 Matilda Lessor-,
9
!)
Consumption.
Riverside.
23
13 George H. Day
Heart disease. Forest Grove.
54
Drowned.
Riverside.
14 i Gardiner C. V o s e . . .
it
14 Edward H. W a r e . . •
12
Ik
Diphtheria.
15 John S. Hall
11
Consumption.
North Union.
IS Inez L. Field
5
Joseph M. H o w e . . .
24
Mar.
u
..
..
k .

.

k

kk

k«

ib

V»

v.

w k

kk

kk

kk

k.
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k k
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DATE.

;

NAMES.

AGE.

DISEASE.

BURIED.

Riverside.
11
Diphtheria.
June 19 Eddie L. Field
Dresden.
Gastric fever.
19'Mrs. Victoria L. Call
45
Mt. Vernon.
20 Mrs. Nancy J . Bolton
55
Riverside.
29 Ichabod Allen
66
< aneer.
Mt. Pleasant.
July 2 Mrs. Addie C. Baker
J27
[Consumption.
it
a.Tommy Miller
4 mos|
a
Riverside.
7j Mabel F. Doe
9 yrs Peritonitis.
Mt. Pleasant.
tt
S| Dora Ray
3 mos Fever.
Canada.
9 Sadie Goodbeau
8
jPneumonia.
u
12
Mrs. Elizabeth
Clifford.
69
12|Christine
Vachon
76 yrs C'h. bronchitis. Mt. Pleasant.
u
Measles.
13, Winnie S. Reynolds
Sidney.
11
4 mos Cholera infant'm Riverside.
14 Harry G. Kathan
Old age.
7!>
14 Mrs. Margaret Murphy
St. Mary's.
Accidental.
16 Thomas C
Hoyt
Mt. Pleasant.
1
li
17 Willie wedge.:
15
Blight's disease.
mosjCholerainfant'm Hallowell.
Aug. 25 Jennie F. Springer
yrs Consumption.
1 Gladvs E. Clark
Oardias dropsy. Mt. Pleasant.
2 Alon'zo X. Fuller
39
IDvsenterv.
Brunswick.
5 Mrs. Frances A. Hood . . . . 76
Child
birth.
Mt.
Pleasant.
13 Gertie M. Prince
4
at
Heart
disease.
"'
20 Amelia Cottie
21
Riverside.
21 Joseph
nowak
28
a»
21 Edna M. Pullen
l l m o s Inflam. bowels. Mt. Pleasant.
.i
Sept.
i.
25 Mrs. Lizzie R. Keaton
52 yrs Cancer.
Riverside.
la
31; Jennie Bilado
19
Consumption.
Mt. Pleasant.
..
7 Mrs. Mehitable Ware
67
Heart disease.
S Willard Longfellow
54
, Pneumonia.
Riverside.
11 Frankie Bowman
3 mos
Mt. Pleasant.
Old ac
4
14 Ethel Britt
6
Cholera
infant m
tt
Heart failure.
16 Mary Otis
'38 yrs Old
Paralysis.
Massachusetts
age.
I6:Mrs. Rachel H. Sampson.. 53
'Heart disease. Cottle Cemt'y.
Hallowell.
17 Samuel Ward
79
i
>.
Mt. Pleasant.
Consumption.
21 John Daly
55
Weeks
Mills.
Old age.
Oct. 22 Henry Eaton
80
St. Mary's.
Consumption.
24,F. B. Galusha
57
Mt. Pleasant.
Riverside.
26 Augustus L. Dunn
77
Forest Grove.
30 Mrs. Ester E. Williamson. 41
Mt. Pleasant.
2 Mrs. Betsey Ramsell
84
Richmond.
Killed
by
cars.
'.»' Patrick Scanlan
65
Mt. Pleasant.
Consumption.
14 Mrs. Angie Carleton
37
Forest Grove.
15 Linn M. Moore
2 wks Pneumonia.
Coombs' Mills
15| Elizabeth W. F a i r b a n k s . . . 76 yrs Typhoid Fever. Mt. Pleasant.
u
Consumption.
it
47
44
Nov. 15 Mrs. Lizzie Low
Riverside.
Heart
failure.
u
28
13 Emery E. Sutherland
17|
34
St. Mary's.
u
4
Consumption.
Annie Duke
M. Dowling
1.-) John
19'
34
Forest Grove.
111
..
20 Mrs. Lizzie G. Baker
Croup.
20
Mrs.
Sarah
B.
Bridge.
•.;81
a
81
..
21 Col. Darius Alden
Paralysis.
Hallowell.
21
28
at
86
25 Hattie E. Jewitt
Old age.
Mrs. James
H. Woodward "2
Xew York.
241 Hiram
L. Brooks
12
Dec.
Drowned.
Forest Grove.
Margaret
L.
Michalis
tt
2
8 John M. Stevens
79
Old age.
Dr.
H
.
H
.
H
i
l
l
Mrs. Minnie E . Wedge

40

1>ATK.
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NAMES.

DISEASE.

BURIED.

Corson
2 wks
2 John
St. Mary's.
12 yrs Accidental.
4 Fred H. Kellett
Randolph.
Dropsy.
.") William S. Reed
Riverside.
40
H e a r t disease.
7 Miss Annie Batchelder..
Peakskilll,NY
Pneumonia.
14 Mary Ronco
H e a r t disease. jCanada.
oo
21 Dr. Adeline Williams-..
Congest'n lungs Mansfield,Ms.
27 Mrs. Annie
C.
Grant
Forest Grove.
Paralysis.
28 Miss Susan L. Stanwood. • 76
Riverside.
Pneumonia.
Canada.
Jan. 30 Samuel G. Mason
07
Typhoid Fever. St. Mary's.
3
Baldic
18
4 Thomas
Old age.
Forest Grove.
Asa
W. Hedge
;o
Mrs
Mary
Roney
79
G Abram Merrill
[Windsor.
Pneumonia.
65
8 Mrs. Mary McFarland Mt. Pleasant.
Consumption.
84
:> Robert B. Turner
Cancel-.
73
!
"
n Mrs. Susan S. Ware
Paralysis.
87
GO
Old age.
u
12 Mrs. S. D. Robinson
01
Consumption.
13 Mrs. Martha A. Chick..
Lawrence,Ms.
56
111 Mark Lundy
Pneumonia.
Reed Cemet'y
63
2:< Mrs. Olive S. Packard ..
Riverside.
Go
2a Mrs. Cynthia J . Morey..
Typhoid Fever. [Portland.
24 Miss Ella A. Avers
21
Tub. Meningitis,
26
1
(
Gertie
McKay
Heart disease. [Mt. Pleasant.
Feb. 27 Mrs Flora E. Maguire.. < 2 .)
Pneumonia.
28
53
1 Greenlief W. Arnold
Consumption.
50
Coombs' Mills
4 William Burgess
82
Old age.
[Forest Grove.
~> Mrs. Diana Nutting
23
Consumption. [Mt. Pleasant.
6
Canada.
Ernest
Church
17
Pneumonia.
10
Riverside.
Consumption.
17
Dorcas
E.
P
r
a
y
14
it
Cottle Cemt'y
60
1(1 Mary Foster
Heart failure.
Reed Cemet'y
80
Miss
Ella
Wall
General
debility
17
Litchfield.
83
Mar.
Paralysis.
i s Henry A. Doyle
Mrs. Louisa M. R o b i e . . .
Wm. Bartlett C E M E T E R Y L O T S S O L D .
M t . P l e a s a n t , paid
$210 00
'«
unpaid
20 00
$230 00
Riverside, paid
$110 00
110 00
DP.-.

.1

$340 00

T o t a l sales,
E x p e n d e d on account of cemeteries
New fence, Cottle Cemetery
R e p a i r i n g and p a i n t i n g two hearses

$193 25
50 00
60 00
$303 25

Balance in favor of cemeteries

$36 75

Respectfully s u b m i t t e d ,
F R E D L . P E R R Y , Supt.

of

Burials

REPORT OF LITHGOW LIBRARY AND
READING ROOM.

To the City Government of

Augusta:

:—As the Public Library is to become one of the permanent Institutions of the city, it has been thought that a concise
sketch of its early history might be useful for future reference.
GENTLEMEN

This Library owes its origin to

LLEWELLYN

W.

LITHGOW.

Mr. Lithgow was a native of Dresden in the county of Lincoln, a
son of James N. Lithgow, and grandson of Gen. William Lithgow,
one of the distinguished men in the early history of Maine. He
lived in his native town and was in business thereuntil 183'J, when
he moved to Augusta where he continued to reside until his death.
He was a good citizen, having the love of his friends and the respect of the community while he lived, and he will be remembered
with gratitude in the generations after him by the countless
beneficiaries of his generous and useful bequest. He died June
22nd., 1881.
In his will dated January 21, 1881, and approved and established
by the Probate Court July 25, 1881, is the following bequest:
" I give, bequeath and devise to the City of Augusta in the county
of Kennebec, to have and to hold forever in trust and upon the conditions herein after stated, the sum of TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
for the express purpose of creating a fund of twenty thousand dollars, to be known as T H E LITHGOW LIBRARY AND READING ROOM
FUND ; only the interest of which is to be used, in establishing and
maintaining a Public Library in said City of Augusta for the use of
the citizens thereof, subject to such rules and regulations as the
City government shall establish for the maintainance thereof."
He further provides that "the principal is never to be suffered to
be diminished; and if in any contingency reduced, the city is to
make it good," and that the city must file a copy of its vote of ac-
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ceptance of the bequest upon the conditions set forth, with his
executors within two years of his decease.
The executors of the will having notified the city government of
the bequest and conditions thereof, a meeting of the Mayor and
Aldermen was held August 5, 1881, at which, after reciting the notice, the bequest and the conditions upon which it was made, the
following vote was adopted by the Board :
"And whereas the Mayor and Aldermen of said city of Augusta,
gratefully recognizing the generous purposes of the devise and bequest to said city, which will be for all time a monument to the
munificence and liberality of the donor, deem it for the interest of
said city that the above named noble devise and bequest should be
accepted, and that the condition thereof should be complied with on
the part of said city, therefore
" Voted, That said devise and bequest of said Llewellyn W. Lithgow to the City of Augusta upon the terms and conditions therein
specified be and the same hereby are accepted.
"Voted, That a copy of the vote of acceptance duly certified by
the City Clerk be immediately filed with the executors of the said
Llewellyn W. Lithgow."
Upon receiving the notice of acceptance the executors paid to the
city the $20,000 and in Board of Aldermen Dec. 6, 1881, the following Ordinance relative to the Lithgow Library fund was passed and ordained:
SEC. 1. The management care and control of the Public Library
and Reading Room founded by the liberal bequest of the late Llewellyn W. Lithgow, shall be vested in a'Board of Trustees which shall
be. constituted as follows : Said Board shall consist of five members
of which number the Mayor of the city shall be ex-officio one, and
the rest shall be appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen and hold
their office for three years, except that the executors or representatives of the estate of said Lithgow may appoint one of them, and
that at the first election one of the remaining three shall be elected
for one year, one for two years and one for three years ; vacancies
in the Board may be filled by the Mayor and Aldermen.
SEC. 2. Said Board of Trustees shall prescribe rules and regulations under which said Library and Reading Room may be used,
and do all things needful to protect, preserve and take care of the
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same. They shall have authority to use the income that shall accrue from the bequests, and such sums as shall from time to time
be appropriated by the city for the purpose, in making the requisite
purchases for said Library and Reading Room and in furnishing
accommodations therefor, and for any deficiency in the expense of
taking care of the same.
SEC. 3. The City of Augusta consents to receive in trust the
twenty thousand dollars already paid by said Lithgow executors to
its Treasurer and to pay therefor the interest thereon at the rate of
five per cent, per annum in semi-annual payments perpetually to said
Board of Trustees for the purpose aforesaid, under the provisions
of Chapter 9 of the Laws of 18 73. And the Treasurer shall give
the obligation of the City of Augusta to said Board of Trustees
to make such payments; and said Board shall have the necessary power to enforce the same.
SEC. 4. The city will carry out the known purpose of said Lithgow so far as it may have the power to do so, that all such sums as
it may hereafter receive from said estate shall be applied to the enlargement and sustaining of said Library and Reading Room, or in
providing accommodations therefor.
I N BOARD OF ALDERMEN, Dec.

29,

1881.

" T h e following named persons were unanimously elected as Trustees of the Lithgow Library and Reading Room fund.
J . Manchester Haynes for three years.
William R. Smith for two years.
H . M. Heath for one year.
Hon. J . W. Bradbury was announced by the Mayor as the person
selected by the executors of the Lithgow estate as the fourth member of said Board of Trustees."
TRUSTEES'

MEETING.

The first meeting of the Trustees was held February 13, 18*2, at
which all the members were present. Mayor Vickery was called to
the chair, and H. M. Heath appointed secretary pro. tern. Upon
motion of William R. Smith it was
Voted, That the officers of the Board shall consist of a President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Auditor, and that they be elected annually.
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The following officers were then elected : J . W. Bradbury, President; H. M. Heath, Secretary; W. R. Smith, Treasurer; and J . M .
Haynes, Auditor. Messrs. Haynes and Heath were appointed a
committee to prepare a list of books to be purchased, and Mr.
Smith was instructed to confer with the Augusta Literary and Library Association and see on what terms they would transfer their
library to the Trustees.
This association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of providing
a public Library in the city, and from $2,500 to S3,000 was raised
by subscriptions for shares, and an excellent selection of books was
purchased and the Library open to the public, at a moderate cost to
its customers for the privilege of taking out books, the stockholders
having the right without further payment. Occasional additions
were afterwards made and the Library prospered for awhile. After
a few years its receipts began to decline and became insufficient to
meet the annual expenses. It went on in this way until the indebtedness amounted to several hundred dollars and was constantly increasing, when the association, after an unsuccessful effort to obtain
the necessary support, voted to sell the books and close the concern.
Fortunately this vote to sell was not carried into effect. One of the
members of the association having confidential knowledge which he
was not at liberty to communicate, of Mr. Lithgow's intentions to
make provisions in his will for a public Library, obtained the reconsideration of the vote to sell and close the Library by providing
Library rooms for the coming year rent free ; and the library of the
association was thus preserved from sale and ultimately secured for
the Lithgow Library as will subsequently appear. This was one or
two years before Mr. Lithgow's decease.
On the 19th of June Mr. Smith made his report to the Trustees
that he had received from the association the following proposition :
At a meeting of the Augusta Literary and Library Association
holden on the loth day of June inst., it was
Voted, That the Clerk of this association be and he is hereby
authorized to transfer to the Trustees of the Lithgow Library, for
said Library, the books, cases and furniture belonging to this association upon condition that said Lithgow Library shall assume the
payment of the debt of said association, and shall further give to
such members thereof as may request it a certificate of the right
during life to take books from the Lithgow Library, subject to the

LITHGOW LIBRARY AND READING

ROOM.
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general regulations thereof, without the payment of fees or dues,
and shall agree to carry out the arrangements with annual members
for the present year.
This offer was promptly accepted by the Trustees, and the payment of the indebtedness of the association which was voluntarily
reduced to about $300 assumed, and the property of the association
was transferred to the Trustees, so that the Lithgow Library thus
acquired the library of the association for a nominal consideration
compared with its value.
September 23, 1882, the Trustees entered into possession under
their organization and opened the Lithgow Library. It was voted
to keep the library open every secular afternoon in the week and
Saturday evenings, and to employ "the present assistant Librarian,
Miss C'lapp." at a stated salary. It was also voted that the committee on books with the concurrence of the President spend 8500
in the purchase of new books, and that the right of taking books
shall be extended to the inhabitants of Augusta upon the payment
of 81.00 per year in advance, taking one at a time, to be kept not
exceeding two weeks. From that time to the present the library
has been kept open.
In addition to the bequest of the $20,000 before named, Augusta
became interested as a residuary legatee. After bequests to his
family and friends, and to the town of Dresden upon certain conditions, the will has the following residuary clause :
"Should any one of the aforesaid devisees or legatees refuse to
accept the devised estate upon the conditions named in said devise,
then such part together with the remainder of my estate, I then give,
bequeath and devise one-half to the town of Dresden, and the remaining half to the City of Augusta."
As Mr. Lithgow omitted to state that the receipts under this
clause of the will should be applied to the same library purposes as
the preceding bequest, legislation became necessary to carry out
this intention of the testator, as without it the receipts would have
passed into the city treasury ; and the amount that any city or town
can appropriate from its treasury is limited by the statute not to
exceed "for the founding or commencement of a public library one
dollar for each ratable poll and twenty cents per poll for its increase and maintainance for any year afterwards."
The city authorities were disposed to carry out Mr. Lithgow's intentions as fully as they had power. With their assent application
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was made to tbe Legislature for the requisite power. Itwas deemed
advisable to ask also for authority to organize as a corporation
so that the Trustees of the library could better protect its property,
collect its dues, maintain its rights, and secure its permanency. As
a result of the application the Legislature passed the following Act,
Chapter 174 of the Private and Special Laws of 1883, approved
January 27, 1883 :
SEC. 1. "The City of Augusta is hereby authorized to appropriate
and use all such money and other property, or the proceeds thereof,
as shall be received by said city under the residuary clause in the
will of the late Llewellyn W. Lithgow in providing accommodations
by a building or otherwise for a Public Library and Reading Room
established in aid of the specific legacy of twenty thousand dollars
under a price clause in said will, and in maintaining and enlarging
said library."
SEC. 2. James W. Bradbury, P. O. Vickery, J. Manchester Hayues, Wm. R. Smith and Herbert M. Heath, the present Board of
Trustees of said library and reading room are hereby constituted a
body coporate under the name of the Lithgow Library and Reading
Room, with all the corporate powers given to like corporations by
Chapter fifty-five of the Revised Statutes of eighteen hundred and
seventy-one.
Said corporation may take and hold by purchase, gift, devise or
bequest, personal or real estate, in all not exceeding in value one
hundred and fifty thousand dollars owned at any one time, and use
and dispose thereof, only for the purpose for which the corporation
was organized. It is, however, here provided that the rules and regulations for the management of said Library and Reading Room
shall be subject to the authority of the city government of said City
of Augusta. It is further provided that this Section shall take
effect only when said City of Augusta shall by vote of the city
government accept its provisions."
At a meeting of the Board of Aldermen, September 28, 1883, on
motion of Alderman Lane it was
Voted, That the city accept the provisions of Section 2 of an Act
of the Legislature approved January 27, 1883, entitled an Act authorizing the City of Augusta to apply a certain bequest from Llewellyn W. Lithgow for library purposes, and to incorporate the
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Lithgow Library and Reading Room.
was then adopted :
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The following ordinance

Whereas, Said Board of Aldermen on the 6th of December, 1881,
by ordinance declared as follows :
SEC. 4. The city will carry out the known purposes of said Llewellyn W. Lithgow so far as it may have the power to do so, that all
such sums as it may hereafter receive from said estate shall be applied to the enlargement of said Library and Reading Room, or in
providing accommodations therefor. And whereas the Legislature
of Maine by a special Act approved January 27, 1883, authorized
said City of Augusta to appropriate all such moneys or other property, or the proceeds thereof as it should accrue under the residuary
clause in said Lithgow's will, in providing accommodations for the
library founded by said Lithgow, and in enlarging and maintaining
the same, it is now
ORDAINED

That all such moneys or other property, or the proceeds thereof
as shall be receivable under said residuary clause in said Lithgow's
will, shall be paid by the executors to the Treasurer of the Board
of Trustees of said Library and Reading Room, to be applied and
used for library purposes in accordance with said ordinance and
Act. And said Treasurer is hereby authorized to receipt therefor
in the name of the city—to the end that the purposes of said Lithgow and of the ordinance aforesaid may be fully carried into effect.
ORGANIZATION OF THE CORPORATION.

At a meeting of the Trustees, October 22, 1883, present Messrs.
Bradbury, Smith, Haynes, Cornish and Mayor Philbrook, it was
Voted, "To accept the Act of January 27, 1883, Chapter 171 of
the Private and Special Laws entitled an Act authorizing the City
of Augusta to apply a certain bequest from L. W. Lithgow to library purposes, and to incorporate the Lithgow Library and Reading
Room," and to proceed and organize. Thereupon the following
officers were chosen:
President, James W. Bradbury.
Secretary, Leslie C. Cornish.
Treasurer, Wm. R. Smith.
Auditor, J. Manchester Haynes.
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Voted, To accept the provisions of Section 1 of the ordinance of
the City of Augusta passed December 6, 1881, prescribing the number and the manner of electing Trustees.
On motion of Mr. Haynes,
Voted, " T h a t the corporation hold in trust the books and other
property of the library for the purpose of carrying out the objects
indicated in the will of the late L. W. Lithgow."
Julia M. Clapp was elected Librarian, and votes were passed in regard to the taking books from the library, which were included in
the rules and regulations subsequently adopted, as will hereafter
appear. The organization of the Lithgow Library and Reading
Room into a corporation having thus been legally effected, the corporation has all necessary power to carry out the purposes of its
founder, manage its affairs and secure its permanency.
March 27, 1884, a meeting of the Trustees of the corporation
was held at which it was voted to adopt and establish the following
rules :
1. The right of taking books shall be extended to the inhabitants of Augusta, each of whom shall have the right to take one
book at a time upon paying one dollar per year in advance.
If any book is kept out of the library more than two weeks, a fine
of one cent shall be paid for each day in excess of two weeks.
2. No book shall be taken from the library without the record
of the Librarian.
3. All periodicals and en c y c l o p i a s may be read but not taken
from the library.
4. Persons known to mark or otherwise to abuse books belonging to the library will forfeit their claim thereto, and will be held
responsible for the damage done.
5. No person shall be allowed to take books from the library
who is accountable for a book not duly returned.
6. No disturbance or commotion will be permitted in the library.
7. The library will be kept open every secular afternoon from
2 to 6 o'clock, and on Saturday evening from 6 to 9 o'clock, and
at such other times as shall be hereafter provided.
One of the bequests to the town of Dresden for $5000, was upon
conditions so expressed that there was a difference of opinion as to
t h e intent of the testator, which led to the application by the exe-
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cutors to the court for instructions as to the legal construction of
of the clause containing the conditions. Dresden claimed to have
complied with them, and her construction of the clause was ably
argued by her counsel; but the court upon consideration decided
otherwise, and the opinion to that effect was rendered at the March
term 1885. This decision carried the bequest of the $5000 into
the residuary fund to be divided equally between Augusta and
Dresden. The total amount that Augusta has received under the
residuary clause in the will, including the final payment on the sale
of the real estate, is about $15,000, making with the specific legacy
before named, in round numbers $35,000 secured under the will of
Mr. Lithgow for the establishment of a public library.
While the library is open to all our citizens who desire to avail
themselves of its privileges in the library room free of cost, there
are more than 400 subscribers, who pay $1.00 per annum for the
right to take books to read at home, and the number has been
gradually increasing.
It is found that works of fiction are very liberally patronized by
the subscribers, and while meeting this demand it has been the
effort of the Trustees to provide also books of a more instructive
character, designed to interest the general reader in order to
develop as high a standard of taste in reading as may be practicable, and gradually to place upon the shelves the works of the
standard authors in history, literature, poetry, science, & c , and
make it a library valuable to the student, and for reference, as
well as for the reader of the lighter literature.
To pay for the purchase of books, to make the necessary additions to the library and to meet the current expenses, the Trustees
have had the interest of Si 000 per annum on the permanent fund,
the interest of the deposit in the savings bank, and rent of the old
building on the purchase, amounting together to say $700, and the
amount paid by subscribers say, $400.
The annual expenses for salaries of the Librarian and Janitor,
for fuel, insurance, rent, & c , are now about $670, of which the rent
is S150. The Trustees have felt the necessity of economizing in
order to increase the fund for the erection of a library building,
and hence they have paid only to have the library kept open in the
afternoons, and one evening in the week, and have not expended as
much of the interest of the permanent fund for the purchase of
books, as would be desirable.
4
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The present standing of the library corporation is as follows:
Permanent fund held by the city in trust, the interest thereon
alone subject to use, $20,000. Deposit in Augusta Savings Bank,
(Feb. 14), $12,672. Lot for building 100 feet square at the corner of State and Winthrop streets, costing $5,300. Library and
cases, containing books and periodicals, 6000 volumes.
As to the permanent location of the library there was a difference
of opinion in the Board. A minority thought it should always be on
Water street. No very eligible lot being found there, when a majority decided to procure a lot on State street, all the members concurred in availing themselves of the opportunity that occurred for purchasing the large and desirable lot formerly occupied by the Cushnoc
Hotel, which is regarded as the best lot to be found on that street.
The expenditure for the purchase of books during the last year
has been small, and several hundred dollars will be required to pay
fqr purchases soon to be made.
The books that are in great demand are soon worn out and need
to be replaced, and new publications must be supplied, and constant
additions made to keep up with the times and retain our subscribers. A large portion of the income of the permanent fund will be
needed for years to keep up the library and make it such as it
should be to meet the wants of our citizens and the anticipations of
its generous founder.
The only appropriation the city has yet made to the library is
$500, which was received Sept. 12, 1881.
There seems to be a general desire that a suitable library building
should be provided for the accommodation of the library, and the
Trustees think this should be done just as soon as our funds will
warrant it. We have now in the Savings Bank a little more than
$12,000 applicable to that purpose, and this amount is increasing
by the annual addition of about $700, interest on the deposit and
rent of lot and buildings purchased.
In a new building of our own the increased expense for fuel, insurance on the building, water, and service of Janitor would considerably exceed the cost of the rent now paid, and we should lose
the interest in the savings bank deposits and the rent now received.
The library will have to depend upon subscribers for the means
to meet at least half its annual expense, and to secure subscriptions
it must be kept up and be well supplied with books that invite general patronage, as well as those that give it a substantial character.
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Valuable as it is, it is but the beginning of what it should be made.
If any one will visit the library some Saturday afternoon and
see the number of young men and lads sitting around the long tables
intently poring over the interesting books they find there, and then
notice the throng of subscribers that come in to return the books
they have read for others in their place—the visible proof of the
interest that is taken in the library, and of the good it is doing he
will feel that Mr. Lithgow's investment of §35,000 was a grand one
upon which, if conscious of this world's affairs, he can look upon
with supreme satisfaction. Who can make a better?
By a vote of the Board it is provided that any donor to the
library of $1000 or more, or of books of that value, shall be entitled
to have an alcove in the new library building set apart for the books
purchased by such donation or for books so presented bearing the
name of the donor.
From the report of our efficient Librarian, Miss Clapp, made
January 1, 1890, we have the following :
Whole number of books in the library
Whole number of books taken out during the year
Which is an increase of 1000 over the preceeding year.
Whole number of subscribers January 1, 1889
Whole number of subscribers January 1, 1890
Total receipts from subscriptions and catalogues during
the year

6102
19,120
393
426
8429 27

Total receipts since the establishment of the library in 1882 is
$2838.17. The increasing number of subscribers and of books that
are read furnish most gratifying proof that the library is growing
in popular favor and usefulness. Valuable as it is, it needs additional funds that the erection of its permanent home may not be delayed.
We earnestly commend it to the fostering care of the city and
its oitizGns
J A M E S W. BRADBURY, President.
February 26, 1890,

In behalf of the Trustees.
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AND

WILLIAMS

Report of the Mayor and Committee on Finance.
To the City Council of

Augusta:

By an order of the City Council directing
tee on Finance to examine and report upon
counts of Guy Turner, late City Treasurer
lowing statement of account is respectfully
GUY TURNER,

the Mayor and Committhe condition of the acand Collector, the folsubmitted :—

Collector, and Treasurer, in account with the City

of Augusta.
DR.

March 15, 1889.

To balance uncollected t a x e s :
Of the year 1882
$265
"
1883
349
1884
615
"
1885
1,394
"
1886
2,259
"
1887
4,950
"
1888
11,676

70
20
23
58
97
39
87
$21,511 94

To assessment of taxes for 1889
supplementary taxes for 1889

118,895 53
....
292 26
119,187 79

balance of errors of various kinds from
1881 to 1889 inclusive
cash for interest collected on taxes of 1883
"
"
"
1884
"
"
"
1885
"
"
"
1886
"
"
"
1887
"
"
"
1888
"
"
"
1889
cash balance account of District No 1 0 . . .

558 89
3
5
43
81
206
149
22

75
51
68
82
59
20
52
513 07
4 96
$141,776 65
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COLLECTOR'S ACCOUNT.
VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNT, A P R I L 1,

To balance cash and uncollected taxes
Errors of commitment of taxes
Assessment of taxes of 1889
Supplementary
"
"
Apportionment of 1889

$1,669
84
5,533
12
6,011

1889.

63
31
16
65
25
13,311 00

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNT, A P R I L 1,

Balance cash and uncollected taxes
Assessment of 1889
Supplementary taxes of 1889
Apportionment of 1889

812
1,402
6
1,983

1889.

50
63
00
75
4,204 88
$159,292 53

He is credited as follows :
CR.

By cash for taxes for the year
»*«
"
"
"
"
"
»
"
"
»
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889

By cash for interest on taxes
discounts on taxes of 1889
resident tax deeds filed with T r e a s u r e r . . .
non-resident city taxes returned to the
Treasurer as unpaid
By abatements of taxes of the year 1 8 8 2 . . .
"
1883...
"
"
"
1884...
»
«
"
1885...
"
"
"
1886...
»
"
"
1887...
"
»
"
1888...
"
"
1889...

$14
32
64
190
751
2,220
4,289
97,360

09
08
49
95
13
10
76
94
104,923
506
6,032
22

54
22
79
72

368 46
67
108
102
94
124
93
93
514

20
18
67
87
45
83
88
89
1,199 97

54

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

By uncollected tax bills returned :
Of the year 1883
"
1884
"
1885
"
1886
"
1887
1888
'•
1889

201 19
448 14
1,036 53
1,381 77
2,616 20
6,618 27
15,122 29
27,424 39
140,478 09

VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNT :

By paid to directors warrants for apportionment
paid bills approved by directors
paid interest to Augusta Savings B a n k . . .
discounts on taxes of 1889
abatements of taxes
uncollected tax bills returned :
For 1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889

$80
88
47
234
342
376
973

07
74
88
08
82
55
43

6,011
3,644
23
264
152

25
69
89
13
09

2,143 57
12,239 62
$152,717 71

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNT.

By paid bills approved by directors
abatements
uncollected tax bills returned

2,645 83
25 72
422 79
3,094 34

Cash balance City account
"
Village account
"
Williams District account

$155,812 05
1,298 56
1,07138
1,110 54
3,480 48
$159,292 53
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SUMMARY.

Balance cash called for by Collector's accounts
Balance cash Treasurer's accounts

3,480 48
1,548 43
$5,028 91

On February 1, 1890, there was cash on
hand and on deposit to the credit of Mr.
Turner as Treasurer
$24,168 27
The amount called for by the accounts February 1st was
.'
23,978 91
Leaving an unexplained balance of
189 36
24,168 27
This unexplained balance probably consists of errors in omitting
to enter on the accounts taxes that have been paid. Some cases of
this kind have been discovered since the foregoing account was
prepared, and one case of twice paying the same tax has been discovered. This payment must be refunded, and to that extent the
unexplained balance will be reduced.
Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL AV. LANE, Mayor.
TREBY JOHNSON,
) Committee
W. H. WILLIAMS,
on
LENDALL TITCOMB, ) Finance.

AUDITOR'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Mayor, Aldermen
City of Augusta :

and Common Council of the

:—In accordance with chapter 9 Section 6 of city
Ordinances, I have the honor to submit the following report as
Auditor for the year ending March 8, 1890.
The appropriations for the year 1889 aggregate $117,753 05.
The tax assessed was $118,895 53 consisting of 2118 poll taxes at
$3 each, and a property tax of $112,541 53 assessed on a valuation
of $4,893,110 at 23 mills on a dollar. To this is added a supplementary tax of $292 26.
GENTLEMEN

Taxes of 1 8 8 2 . .
"
1883
"
-1884
"
1885
"
1886
"
1887
"
1888
1889

$14
32
64
190
751
2,220
4,289
97,360

09
08
49
95
13
10
76
94
104,923 54
506 22

Interest on same
Total receipts of taxes and interest..
The amount of taxes committed to him for
1889 was
118,895
The amount of supplementary taxes for
1889 was
292
The amount of uncollected taxes for 1882
was
265
The amount of uncollected taxes for 1883
was
349
The amount of uncollected taxes for 1884
was
615

105,429 76

53
26
70
20
23
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The amount of uncollected
was
The amount of uncollected
was
The amount of uncollected
was
The amount of uncollected
was

taxes for 1885
$1,394 58
taxes for 1886
2,259 97
taxes for 1887
4,950 39
taxes for 1888
11,676 87
140,699 73
506 22

Interest collected
Balance of errors of commitment and abatement
Balance cash account of District No. 1 0 . . . .

565 74
4 96

Total to be accounted for
Cash collected and paid to the Treasurer

141,776 65
105,429 76
105,429 76

Discounts on taxes of 1889
Abatements
Resident tax deeds filed with T r e a s u r e r . . . .

6,032 79
1,199 97
22 72
7,255 48

Uncollected taxes now in his hands 1 8 8 3 . . .
201
"
»
1884...
448
"
1 8 8 5 . . . 1,036
'«
"
1 8 8 6 . . . 1,381
"
"
1 8 8 7 . . . 2,616
«
"
1 8 8 8 . . . 6,618
»
"
1 8 8 9 . . . 15,122

19
14
53
77
20
27
29
27,424 39
368 46

Non-resident taxes returned unpaid

140,478 09
1,298 56

Balance

141,776 65
The Treasurer had in
He has received from
"
"
"
«

his hands Mar. 11,1889
431
the Collector
105,429
temporary loans
25,000
cemetery lots
320

35
76
00
00
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He has received from poor dept. r e f u n d e d . . .
"
"
tax deeds, &c
"
"
State of Maine
«
«
school fund, &c
"
"
State of Maine
«
«
R. R. and telegraph tax
«
"
State of Maine pensions
"
"
State of Maine r e n t . . .
"
"
of armory
"
"
Kennebec Co. f e e s . . . .
"
"
dog licenses
"
"
on account of s e w e r s . .
"
"
interests on d e p o s i t s . .
"
"
all other sources
Total to be accounted for

1,011 93
658 61
4,960 23
3,153 29
2,058 00
150
850
352
240
470
882

00
61
00
25
43
50
145,968 96

He has paid out under the appropriations of 1888 as follows:
Hydrants
City Officers' salaries
Contingent
Cony High School
Fire Department
Highways, Western District
Highways, Eastern District
Permanent Improvements
Poor Department
Police
Printing
Common Schools
;
Snow Bills
Interest
Lighting Streets
Kennebec Bridge

$654
1,003
828
1,209
552
313
131
6
1,222
275
147
48
945
3,645
373
9

00
01
60
93
27
00
25
40
58
20
15
23
69
00
80
83
11,365 94

Under the appropriations of 1889 he has paid:
St. Marks Home
Kennebec Bridge
City Officers' Salaries
Contingent

350
23,469
5,388
1,104

00
53
50
48
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Cony High School
$3,510
County Tax
5,547
Fire Department
1,483
Highways, Eastern District
3,167
Highways, "Western District
4,172
Interest
8,224
Lighting Streets.
4,227
Lithgow Library
1,000
Permanent Improvements
2,269
Police
3,189
Paving Streets
12,596
Poor Department
4,561
Printing
280
Sanford Legacy
90
Williams School District
1,983
Snow Bills
86
State Pensions
2,058
Cemeteries
310
State Tax
14,232
Text Books
* 200
Common School
2,417
Bounty on Crows
10
Village School District
6,011
Monument Park
41
Hydrants
1,891
Thomaston Road
226
Total disbursements on 1889 business,

44
97
83
76
97
00
94
00
01
20
95
32
42
00
75
67
00
76
28
00
31
40
25
25
75
85
114,104 59

Deducting from this amount
State Pensions paid by State
Poor Department paid by towns, &c
School money from State
Kennebec County fees
Railway and Telegraph Tax

2,058
1,011
4,960
850
3,153

00
93
23
61
29

Total deducted

12,034 06

Leaving amounts paid under appropriation for 1889,

102,070 53

Total for Treasurer to account for
Disbursed on 1888 business
"
1889
"
Cash on hand January 28th, 1890,

145,968 96
11,365 94
114,104 59
20,498 43
145,968 96

60

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

The accounts with the several appropriations for each year are as
follows:
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR

1888.

HYDRANTS.

Paid (overdrawn)

$654 00
CITY OFFICERS' SALARIES.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

330 99
1,003 01

Overdrawn

$672 02
CONTINGENT.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since
Undrawn

$1,144 01
828 60
$315 41

CONY H I G H SCHOOL.

Undrawn as per last report.
Paid since
Overdrawn

$910 96
1,209 93
$298 97

F I R E DEPARTMENT.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since
Undrawn

$1,012 50
552 27
$460 23

HIGHWAYS, EASTERN DISTRICT.

Overdrawn as per last report
Paid since
Overdrawn

$761 14
131 25
$892 39

KENNEBEC BRIDGE.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since
Undrawn

$29 51
9 83
$19 68

AUDITOR'S REPORT.
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HIGHWAYS, WESTERN DISTRICT.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$151 39
313 00

Overdrawn

$161 61
INTEREST.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$2,194 07
3,645 00

Overdrawn

$1,450 93
LIGHTING STREETS.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$380 17
373 80

Undrawn

$6 37
PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Overdrawn as per last report
Paid since

$215 01
6 40

Overdrawn

$221 41
POLICE.

Overdrawn as per last report
Paid since

$171 28
275 20

Overdrawn

$446 48
POOR DEPARTMENT.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$2,1H2 33
1,222 58

Undrawn

$969 75
PRINTING.

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$50 00
147 15

Overdrawn

$97 15
PAVING.

Overdrawn as per last report

$2,376 46
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MONUMENT P A R K .

Undrawn as per last report

$12 10

COMMON SCHOOLS.

Overdrawn as per last report
Paid since

$157 66
48 23

Overdrawn

$205 89
SNOW B I L L S .

Undrawn as per last report
Paid since

$205 33
945 69

Overdrawn

$740 36
REDUCTION OF CITY D E B T .

Undrawn as per last report

$4,300 00

IMPROVEMENTS ON POOR FARM.

Overdrawn as per last report
Total overdrawn
" undrawn

$71 00
7,283 67
6,083 54

Net overdrawn

$1,200 13

ACCOUNTS FOR THE Y E A R

1889.

KENNEBEC BRIDGE.

Appropriation
Received rebate on insurance
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$60,750 00
39 04
23,469 53
$37,319 51

CITY OFFICERS' SALARIES.

Appropriations
Received from county, Marshal's and Judges' fees
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$5,650 00
850 61
5,388 50
$1,112 11

COUNTY T A X .

Appropriation
Paid County Treasurer

$5,547 97
5,547 97

AUDITOR'S REPORT.
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CONTINGENT.

Appropriation
Railroad and telegraph tax
Sundries
Paid during the year

$1,100
3,153
298
1,104

Undrawn

00
20
35
48

$3,447 04
CONY H I G H SCHOOL.

Appropriation
State school money and tuition
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$4,400 00
310 00
3,510 44
$1,199 56

F I R E DEPARTMENT.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$2,200 00
1,483 83

Undrawn

$716 17
HIGHWAYS, EASTERN DISTRICT.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$2,700 00
3,167 76

Overdrawn

$467 76
HIGHWAYS, WESTERN DISTRICT.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$3,500 00
4,172 97

Overdrawn

$672 97
INTEREST.

Appropriation
Received interest on taxes, &c
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$13,000 00
2,218 85
8,224 00
$6994 85

LIGHTING STREETS.

Appropriation
Paid during the year
Undrawn

$5,400 00
$4,227 94
$1,172 06
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PERMANENT

IMPROVEMENTS.

Appropriation
Received during the year
Paid during the year

$1,850 00
379 75
2,269 01

Overdrawn

$39 26
POLICE.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$3,800 00
3,189 20

Undrawn

$610 80
SNOW B I L L S .

Appropriation
Paid out for West District

$3,000 00
86 67

Undrawn

$2,913 33
STATE

TAX.

Appropriation
Paid State Treasurer

814,232 28
14,232 28
COMMON

SCHOOLS.

Apportionment.
Paid during the year

$3,648 03
2,417 31

Undrawn

Si,230 72
VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Apportionment
Paid during the year

$6,011 25
6,011 25

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Apportionment
Paid during the year

$1,983 75
1,983 75
MONUMENT P A R K .

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$50 00
41 25

Undrawn

$8 75
SANFORD

Appropriation
Paid during the year

LEGACY.

$90 00
90 00

AUDITOR'S REPORT.
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SERVICE.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$2,GOO 00
1,891 7."»

Undrawn

$7(>S ^5
THOMASTON R O A D .

Appropriation
Paid during the year

§500 00
226 85

Undrawn

§2 73 15
LITHGOW LIBRARY.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$ 1,000 00
1,000 00
T E X T BOOKS.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

••••...

§200 00
200 00

S T MARKS H O M E .

Appropriation
Paid during the year

§350 00
350 00
POOR DEPARTMENT.

Appropriation
Received from sundry towns, &c
Paid during the year
Undrawn

§7,000 00
1,011 93
4,561 .'52
$3,450 61

PRINTING.

Appropriation
Paid during the year

$400 00
280 42

Undrawn

8119 58
PAVING STREETS.

Appropriation
Received from sundry persons
Paid during the year
Undrawn
5

$14,500 00
40 21
12,596 95
$1,943 26
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REDUCTION OF CITY D E B T .

Appropriation

• 85,500 00
BOUNTY ON CROWS &C.

Paid during the year

$10 40

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR

1889.

Overdrawn.
Kennebec Bridge
City Officers' Salaries
Contingent
Cony High School
Fire Department
Highways, Eastern District
"
Western
"
Interest
Lighting Streets
Permanent Improvements
Police
Snow Bills
Common Schools
Monument Park
Hydrants and Water Service
Cemeteries
Thomaston Road
Poor Department
Printing
Paving Streets
Reduction of City Debt
Bounty on Crows, &c

$467 76
672 97
6,994 85
1,172 06
39 26
610
2,913
1,230
8
708

80
33
72
75
25

273
3,450
119
1,943
5,500

15
61
58
26
00

310 76

10 40
$1,501 15

Net undrawn, (Mr. Turner's business.)

Undrawn.
$37,31!) 51
1,112 11
3,447 04
1,199 56
716 17

$68,719 75
67,21H 60
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REPORT OF C. N. H A M L E N , Treas. and Collector.
Treasurer Turner was succeeded February 11th, by C. N. Hamlen. The following statement shows the standing of the several
accounts since Mr. Hamlen assumed the office :
1

He has received from Ex-Treasurer Turner $18,950 00
"
Collector taxes, 1886
16 30
"
"'
"
1887
29 46
"
"
1888
193 64
l
'
1889
913 59
"
"
Village district taxes
45 18.
"
Williams district taxes
4 43
u
il
Interest on same
38 64
'*
Poor Dept. refunded
369 67
"
"
Account of sewers, &c
139 50
k
'
Refunding Bonds
9,000 00
"
"
Paving
7 15
"
Temporary Loans
10,000 00
$39,707 56
He has paid out under the appropriations as follows :
Common Schools
High School
Williams District
Highways, Eastern District
Highwa3 r s, Western District
Cemeteries
City Officers
Snow Bills
Kennebec Bridge
Sanford Legacy
Support of Poor
Contingent
Lighting Streets
Fire Department
Bonds
Police
Hydrants
Paving
Printing
Interest
Cash on hand March 8th, 1890

$1,067
96
3
50
86
3
827
487
18,245
90
1,338
419
831
408
8,000
508
1
2
67
4,862
$37,396
2,311

30
35
00
65
65
00
00
17
91
00
33
56
20
11
00
33
50
20
70
04
00
56
$39,707 56
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The accounts with the several appropriations at close of business
March 8, 1890, are as follows :
LIGHTING STREETS.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$1,172 06
831' 20

Undrawn

$340 86
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.

Overdrawn

$39 26
POLICE DEPARTMENT.

Undrawn.
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$610 80
508 33

Undrawn

$102 47
SNOW B I L L S .

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$2,913 33
487 17

Undrawn

$2,426 16
COMMON SCHOOLS.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen . .

$1,230 72
1,067 30

Undrawn

163 42
MONUMENT P A R K .

Undrawn

.

$8 75

.

$708 25
l 50

HYDRANTS AND W A T E R SERVICE.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen
Undrawn

$706 75
THOMASTON R O A D .

Undrawn

$273 15
POOR DEPARTMENT.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen
Undrawn

$3,450 61
1,33s 33
$2,112 28

AUDITOR'S REPORT.
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KENNEBEC BRIDGE.

Undrawn from Mr. Turner's account
Paid by Mr. Hamlen
Undrawn

$37,319 51
18,245 91

«

$19,073 60

CITY OFFICERS'

SALARIES.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$1,112 11
827 00

Undrawn

$285 11
CONTINGENT.

Undrawn ..
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$3,447 04
419 56

Undrawn

83,027 48
CONY H I G H SCHOOL.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

§1,199 56
96 35

Undrawn

SI,103 21
F I R E DEPARTMENT.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$716 17
408 I I

Undrawn

$308 06
HIGHWAYS, EASTERN DISTRICT.

Overdrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$467 76
50 65

Overdrawn

$518 41
HIGHWAYS, WESTERN DISTRICT.

Overdrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$672 97
86 65

Overdrawn

$759 62
INTEREST.

Undrawn
Paid by Mr. Hamlen
Undrawn

$6,994 85
4,862 04
$2,132 81
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PRINTING.

Undrawn....
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$119 58
67 70

Undrawn

$51 88
PAVING STREETS-.

Undrawn . . ,
Paid by Mr. Hamlen

$1,943 26
2 20

Undrawn
Total overdrawn
" undrawn

$1,94106
$1,317 29
34,057 05

Net undrawn

$32,739 76

BALANCE OF UNCOLLECTED T A X E S , MARCH 8,

Uncollected taxes of 1883
"
"
1884
"
»«
1885
"
1886
"
"
1887
"
«
1888
"
"
1889

..

1890.

$20119
448 14
1,036 53
1,365 47
2,586 74
6,424 63
14,208 70
$26,271 40

The following is the financial standing of the city :
LIABILITIES.

Six per cent, bonds, 1875
Four per cent, bonds, 1887...
Five per cent, bonds, 1890
Coupons now due (about)
St. Mark's Home
Lithgow Library . . . .
Temporary Loans

...

$84,000
191,500
9,000
2,646
7,000
20,000
57,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
371,146 00

RESOURCES.

Uncollected taxes
$26,27140
Cash in hands of Treasurer
2,311 56
" bank to credit of Guy Turner, Treas. 3,036 35
Tax deeds on
file
2,076 99
Real estate (gravel bank)
1,500 00
, Due from county (fees)
150 00
$35,346 30
Balance against the city

$335,799 70
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It will be seen by the foregoing report that some errors have been
discovered in Mr. Turner's accounts, but which do not in any way
reflect upon his integrity. Mr. Turner was an honest man, and no
one who was associated with him'in city affairs would say otherwise.
The errors are between the Collector and Treasurer, and are mostly
omissions. After charging him with these sums there still remains
a small balance over the amount called for by his books, which is on
deposit in the banks of this city. I have examined the Mayor's
accounts and find every item of expenditure accompanied by its
proper voucher. His books are a complete record of every thing
pertaining to city affairs, and are the result of many hours of hard
labor. I have alsc examined and burned coupons amounting to
SH,430, and have burned city bonds amounting to $8,000. $2,000
of the six per cent, loan of 1875 becomes due in July of the present
year, also S3,500 of the four per cent, loan of 1887 will be due
February 15, 1891.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWIN C DUDLEY, Auditor.

THE MAYOR'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

To the City Council of Augusta:
I submit herewith a statement of the expenditures of the city for
the year ending March 1, 1890. The account includes the bills contained in the "Roll of Accounts" to be reported to the City Council
this date (March 5th,) and all expenditures of the city for the past
year for which warrants have been drawn, and warrants have been
drawn for the payment of all bills rendered. The account also includes all outstanding bills of previous years of whatever nature
which have been presented during the past year, and such warrants
drawn on the Treasurer during the municipal year 1888-89 as were
outstanding at the commencement of the year now closing. This
statement will differ from the Auditor's report, in this particular,
probably : the Auditor has usually, for a number of years, reported
the bills actually paid by the Treasurer, while the account herewith
submitted gives the amount expended whether the same has been
paid or not. The account following therefore shows the actual
condition of the city finances so far as it is possible to ascertain,
and is taken from the accounts which the Mayor is required to keep
by the City Ordinances.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
ABATEMENTS.

Abatements of taxes of 1888 and previous
years
Abatements of taxes of 1889
Balance undrawn to city d e b t . . . •

DR.

CR.

$685 08
514 89
03
$1,200 00

Appropriation

$1,200 00
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CONTINGENT.

Outstanding Mayor's warrants of 1888
Mayor's warrants of 1889 :—
Rent of city rooms
Memorial Day expenses
Rent armory, Capital Guards
Removing swill
Stationery, postage, letter-heads, &c
Execution, "Woods vs. city
Witness fees, cost, &c
Valuation and tax books
Rifle range, capital guards
Rent, Ward rooms
Committee on pensions
Insurance
Bounty on crows
Assessors for making returns for State valuation
Fuel and lights, city rooms and Treasurer's
office
Recording deeds
Miscellaneous items

DR.

CR-

34 10
300
150
300
50
703
103
42
44
75
10
50
22
10

00
00
00
00
86
34
52
15
00
00
00
00
40

200 00
46 40
10 00
226 24
$2,378 04
3,970 74

Balance to city debt

$6,348 78
Appropriations
Fractional overlay
State of Maine
Supplementary taxes
Cash, miscellaneous

$1,100
1,142
3,298
307
500

00
48
69
41
20

$6,348 78
CEMETERIES.

Amount expended
Balance undrawn to city debt

$313 76
6 24
320 00

By cash for lots

320 00
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DR.

To F. E. Southard, Mayor's warrant of 1888
H. G. Hodgkins, clerk ward 3, in 1886..
Baker Weston, balance, Bell ringer, 1888.
J. F. Lord, Keeper of Clock 1888
T. A. Brennan, Clerk Common Council..
J. O. Weston, Asst. Engineer Fire Dept.
1888
G. B. Hoyt, Overseer of Poor 1888
Geo. M. Bean, Clerk Ward 4 "
Guy Turner, balance Salary Treas. and
Collector, 1888
R. W. Dutton, Street Commissioner, balance 1888
Geo. E. Macomber, Mayor 1888
E. C. Dudley, Auditor
"
R. J. Martin, Health Officer "

$37
1
25
50
12

50
50
00
00
50

Total Salaries of previous years

$1,040 51

12 50
12 50
3 00
673 51
50
75
37
50

00
00
50
00

SALARIES OF 1889.

To Samuel W. Lane, Mayor
F. E. Southard, City Clerk
T. A. Brennan, Clerk - Common Council..
A. G. Andrews, Municipal Judge
H. T. Morse, City Marshal
H. T. Morse, Chief Engineer Fire Dep't..
J. O. Weston, Asst. Engineer Fire Dep't.
J. O. Webster, for Supt. School Committee
J. H. Wall, for Board of Assessors
[See also Contingent, -s200,]
A. M. Goddard, City Solicitor
H. L. Johnson, City Physician
Baker Weston, Bell Ringer
R. W. Dutton, Street Commissioner
Miles W. Leighton, Truant Officer, April 1,
1889 to January 1, 1890
J. J. Maher, Overseer Poor
Geo. B. Hoyt
«
W. B. Leighton
»

$300
150
50
1,000
1,000
100
50
300
750

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

200
150
100
1,000

00
00
00
00

112
150
50
50

50
00
00
00
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DR.

R. J . Martin, Health Officer
Guy Turner, Treasurer and C o l l e c t o r . . . .
J . F . Lord, Keeper of Clock
E. C. Dudley, Auditor
Ward Clerks for 1889
Wardens
"

$50
1,000
50
75
14
14

CR.

00
00
00
00
00
00

S7,7oG 01
Appropriation
Kennebec County, fees
Balance overdrawn to city debt

5,650 00
850 61
1,255 40
$7,756 01

DISCOUNTS.

Amount allowed
Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

6,032 79
5,300 00
732 79
$6,032 79

F I R E DEPARTMENT.

Pay rolls of fire companies to March 1, 1890 :
Atlantic Hose Co
361 52
Cushnoc
293 29
Hook and Ladder Co
361 52
Pine Tree Hose Co
119 12
Volunteer
"
139 94
New Hose Wagon
430 00
Steam boiler
22 50
Repairs Cushnoc engine house
<
23 40
J . M. Webster land rent
12 00
L. M. Leland
"
5 00
Nath'l Noyes
»
15 00
Hydrant wrenches
14 75
C. Churchill, engineer
53 00
Coal
63 71
Kennebec Light and Heat Co
45 80
Miscellaneous
483 66
$2,444 21
By appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

2,200 00
244 21
82,444 21
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HIGHWAYS, EASTERN DISTRICT.

Paid bills of 1888
"
»
1889

DR.

CR.

131 25
3,196 51
$3,327 76

Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

2,700 00
627 76
$3,327 76

HIGHWAYS, WESTERN DISTRICT.

Paid bills of 1888
" 1889

313 00
4,236 63
$4,549 63

Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

3,500 00
1,049 63
$4,549 63

THOMASTON

ROAD.

Amount expended
Balance undrawn to city debt

226 85
273 15
$500 00

Appropriation

$500 00
HYDRANTS AND W A T E R SERVICE.

Warrants for hydrant rent from December
1, 1888, to December 1,1889
Watering trough and toll house
Balance undrawn to city debt

2,513 15
34 10
$2,547 25
52 75
$2,600 00

Appropriation

$2,600 00
INTEREST.

Coupons due prior to March 1, 1889
3,670 00
Interest on city notes due prior to Mar. 1, '89
258 19
Coupons falling due in 1889
10,740 00
Interest to Mar. 1, '90, on loans Mar 1,' 89, 1,094 66
Interest to Mar. 1, 1890, on loans negotiated
since March 1, 1889
948 19
$16,711 04

MAYOR'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
INTEREST.
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DR.

CR.

Appropriation
Interest on taxes and bank deposits
Balance overdrawn to city debt

13,000 00
1,072 00
2,638 60
$16,711 04

KENNEBEC BRIDGE.

Old bridge account, bills of 1888
"
"
1889
New bridge account expended
Balance

9
636
41,078
19,063

83
61
83
77

$60,789 04
Appropriation, old bridge account
"
new
"
Cash cancelled insurance

750 00
60,000 00
39 04
860.789 04

LIGHTING STREETS.

Kennebec Light and Heat Co., outstanding
warrant of 1888
Same, balance contract 1888
Same, bills of 1889

373 80
278 90
4,780 24
$5,432 94

Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

5,400 00
32 94
$5,432 94

LITHGOW LIBRARY.

Interest on trust funds
Appropriation

1,000 00
1,000 00
PAVING.

To expenditures of 1889 :
To Engineer for survey, and plan of sewer
Laying 5,176 square yards granite paving,
including cross-walks
140 square yards cobble paving
Setting 1,919 feet granite cuibing
5,074 square yards granite paving blocks

44 50
1,387
35
153
5,936

00
00
52
58
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PAVING.

1338 feet new granite curbing and 2 new
corner curves
12 curbing stones with side holes
12 apron stones
560 feet new cross walks
9 granite catch basin covers with man-holes
9 iron covers for man-holes
9 brick catch basins
2 iron grates for sewer chimneys
1 iron man-hole for sewer and f r e i g h t . . . .
920 feet sewer pipe, with fittings for sewer connection
Grate and trap for sewer on Bridge street
Changing position of hydrants
Laying 608 square yards brick sidewalk and
repairing plank, gravel & concrete walks,
Laying sewers, building chimneys and
materials
Excavating to lower grade of street
Excavating and filling sewer
Shoveling, hauling gravel, and grading
street to receive paving blocks
Tools and repairs of same
1 Babcock pick plow for excavating
1 No. 5 plow for excavating

DR.

547
18
12
112
63
20
395
26
14

CK.

20
00
00
00
00
25
93
00
10

601 40
14 50
38 62
426 32
137 53
1,211 11
390 83
749
47
36
8

50
37
30
00

Total for labor and material u s e d . . . . $12,426 56
Labor for individuals refunded
6656
Sewer pipe used on Green street
32 51
Paid bills of 1888
8 15
Sewer pipe remaining on hand
58 22
sold
7 15
Balance undrawn to city debt

$12,599 15
1,974 56
$14,573 71

Appropriation
Cash from individuals for labor
Cash for sewer pipe sold by Street Commis'r,

14,500 00
66 56
7 15
$14,573 71
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DR.

CR.

Rent of station to January 1, 1890

225 00

Police officers:
Henry M. Breen
Warren Bruce
F. A. Brann
Lewis Counce
G. F. Doe
Danforth Davis
E. H. Jones
W. H. Judkins
J. M. Libby
Alex McCausland
J. S. McKinney
W. R. P . McKinney
A. A. Ray
C. W. Ricker
W. F . Spears
C. F . Stone
E. Stevens
W . F . Wall
Miscellaneous, fuel, lights, &c

739
695
6
3
56
4
4
4
4
4
737
6
5
8
12
525
2
739
194

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
73

$3,972 73
Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

3,800 00
172 73
$3,972. 73

PARK MONUMENT.

Amount expended
Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

54 75
50 00
4 75
$54 75

PRINTING.

Amount expended
Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

495 27
400 00
95 27
$495 27

City
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PERMANENT

OF AUGUSTA.
IMPROVEMENTS.

DR.

Bills of 1888 paid
Expended in 188!)

CR.

6 40
2,269 01
82,275 41
78 34

Balance undrawn to city debt

$2,353 75
Appropriation
Assessment of abutters, Green St. s e w e r . . .
"
" Western Ave. sewer

1,850 00
325 75
178 00
$2,353 75

REDUCTION OF CITY D E B T .

To paid city 4 per ct. bonds due Feb. 15, 89, $4,000 00
To paid city 4 per ct. bonds due Feb. 15, '90, 4,000 00
To paid city 6 per ct. bonds due July 1, 1889, 1,000 00
$9,000 00
By appropriation
Balance overdrawn

5,500 00
3,500 00
$9,000 00

SNOW B I L L S , EASTERN

Bills of 1888 paid
" 1889 "

>

Balance undrawn to city debt

DISTRICT.

363 10
187 04
500 14
999 86
$1,500 00

Appropriation

1,500 00

SNOW BILLS, WESTERN

Bills of 1888 paid
" 1889 "

Balance undrawn to city debt

DISTRICT.

447 89
571 50
$1,019 39
480 61
$1,500 00

Appropriation

1,500 00

MAYOR'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
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SAINT MARK'S HOME.

Amount paid
Appropriation

350 00
350 00
SUPPORT OK POOR.

Support of the insane
Industrial school for girls
State reform school
Care of State pauper

Ij522
200
98
72

(Bills of 1888, 81,222 58)
Balance undrawn to city debt

64
25
00
00

$7,057 67
1,323 9:>
$8,381 60

Appropriation
Cash from towns and the state

7,000 00
1,381 60
88,381 60

COMMON

SCHOOLS.

Overdrawn balance March, 1889
Expended 1889-90
Balance undrawn to new account

116 10
.5,481 61
50 32
$3,648 03

Apportionment.

3,648 03
VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Amount paid
Discounts on taxes
Abatements of taxes
Uncollected taxes
Cash in City Treasury
Balance cash due from Guy Turner, Collector

9,679
264
152
2,098
45
1,071

83
13
09
39
18
38

$13,311 00
Uncollected taxes and cash March, 1 8 8 9 . . . .
Assessment of 1889
City's apportionment of 1889

1,753 94
5,545 81
6,011 25
$13,311 00

c

S'2

CITY OF AUGUSTA.
WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Amount paid
Abatements of taxes
Uncollected taxes
Cash in City Treasury
Balance cash due from Guy Turner, Collector

2,648
25
418
1
1,110

83
72
36
43
54

$4,204 88
Uncollected taxes and cash March, 1 8 8 9 . . . .
Assessment of 1889
City's apportionment of 1889

812 50
1,408 63
1,983 75
$4,204 88

CONY H I G H SCHOOL.

Overdrawn balance March, 1889
Expended in 1889-90

$135 65
4,816 62
$4,952 37

Appropriation
State of Maine
Tuition
Balance overdrawn to new account

$4,400
250
60
242

00
00
00
37

$4,952 37
T E X T BOOKS.

Expended for text books
Appropriation

$200 00
$200 00

SANFORD LEGACY.

Paid town of Readfield for year 1887
"
Belgrade
"
1889

$90 00
90 00
$180 60

Appropriation
Balance overdrawn to city debt

$90 00
90 00
$180 00

STATE OF M A I N E .

Paid State tax of 1889
Appropriation

$14,232 28
.'

$14,232 28
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CouNTY OF

83

Kennebec

Paid county tax of 1889
Appropriation

$5,547 95
$5,547 95

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION.

Balance undrawn to city debt
$5,000 00
The bills of 1S88 intended to be covered by this
appropriation being charged to the departments
in which they accrued.
Appropriation.
$5,000 00
Total undrawn balances
$14,353 13
Total overdrawn
"
10,450 71
Net balance undrawn

$3,902 32

On the business of 18.sy if there had been no unpaid liabilities
left over from the previous year, the net undrawn balance would be
$10,175 06 not including $4,000 of city bonds due February L5,
1889, but paid since March 1889.
Temporary loans negotiated
.,
$35,000 00
City bonds issued to fund bonds due during the y e a r . . .
U,000 00
LIABILITIES.

The liabilities of the city arc as follows :
City 6 per cent, bonds of 1876
•'4
»
«
1887
" 5
"
"
1890

83,000 00
191,500 00
9,000 00

Total city bonds
$283,500 00
Temporary loans
57,000 00
Coupons past due (due in 1889-90)
2,066 00
Balance village district account
3,214 95
" Williams
"
1,530 33
" common schools account
50 32
Mayor's warrants outstanding
1,552 50
Unpaid bills on rolls of accounts, allowed
and charged as expenditures
1 »596 52
Outstanding bills against the city, not presented, estimated
500 00
$351,010 62
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RESOURCES.

Cash in the treasury
" due from Guy Turner, Treas. and Col.

3,345 42
5,218 27
$8,563 69

Uncollected city taxes
"
village district taxes
"
Williams district taxes
Tax deeds on
Due from the county, fees

26,271 40
2,098 39
418 36
28,788 15
2,076 99
150 00

file

$39,578 83
The real estate (gravel bank) included in the resources at $1,500
for several years, is excluded. If the gravel bank is a proper item
of resources, there should be included also the City Farm, the
Cushnoc Engine house and lot, the Atlantic Engine house and lot,
the Cemeteries which afford an annual income in the sale of lots, the
city scales and building on Commercial street, and the several hose
houses, together with the gravel bank in "Britt's Gully" so called.
The items of uncollected taxes of 1876, $195 16 and interest
thereon 850.00, are also excluded, being utterly worthless.
Briefly stated the liabilities are
The resources, face value

$351,010 62
39,578 83

Net balance against the city

$311,431 79

TRUST FUNDS.

Lithgow Library funds
Saint Mark's Home funds
Sanford Legacy

$20,000 00
7,000 00
1,500 00
$28,500 00

The interest on the Sanford Legacy is 6 per
cent, payable in July
Lithgow Library 5 per cent, payable in May
and November
Saint Mark's Home 5 per cent, payable in
June 1 and December 1
Total annual interest on trust funds .

DO 00
1,000 00
350 00
$1,440 00

Respectfully submitted,
March 5, 1890.

SAMUEL W. L A N E .

[NOTE.—The foregoing statement is substantially as submitted March
5th to the City Couucil. It has been revised and corrected in accordance
with the facts shone by a careful balance of the Mayor's accounts.]

CITY OF AUGUSTA.
IN COMMON COUNCIL, )

October 1, 1890.

J

Ordered, That the Mayor be requested to submit a detailed report and account of the expense of Kennebec Bridge and that the
same be printed with the city reports.
Read and passed. Sent up for concurrence.
Attest:

F. H. OWEN, Clerk pro tempore.

I N B O A R D OK A L D E R M E N , )

October 1, 1890.

j

Read and passed in concurrence.
Attest:

F. E. SOUTHARD, City Clerk.

To the City Council of Augusta:
In compliance with an order of the City Council passed October
1, 1890, the accompanying report and statement of account of Kennebec Bridge is respectfully submitted.
SAMUEL W. LANE.

REPORT ON KENNEBEC BRIDGE.

To the City Council of

Augusta:

One of the first acts of the City Council of 1889 was the passage
of an order directing the Street Commissioner, under the direction
of the Mayor, to make such repairs on the Kennebec Bridge as
should place the same in a safe condition.
In order that this work should be done in a proper manner, the
opinion of an expert upon the subject of bridges was sought, and
Mr. D . A. Booker of Brunswick, was called to give a thorough examination of the bridge, and suggest the necessary repairs.
Mr. Booker, on the 'JUth of April, 1889, reported in writing, condemning the bridge as unsafe. His report is submitted herewith.
(See Appendix A.)
Subsequently Prof. Geo.. L. Yose, an eminent engineer, and
specialist upon bridges, gave the bridge a critical examination and
on the 15 da}r of July, 18-S9, submitted a report in writing which is
submitted herewith. (See Appendix B.)
Whatever differences of opinion may have existed at that time as
to the safety of the old bridge, upon its subsequent removal its decayed condition was found to be such as to remove all shadow of
doubt as to the necessity of a new bridge. There was not one
piece of timber in the truss that was not in some degree decayed,
and the wonder was expressed by men skilled in the construction
of bridges that it had not fallen under the weight of the large
amount of travel upon it.
Mr. Booker's report was read to the members of the City Council,
and a committee consisting of the Mayor, Aldermen Williams and
Johnson and Councilmen Dyer, Brooks and Owen was appointed to
investigate the subject.
The committee decided to refer the subject to a competent and
disinterested engineer, or one interested only in giving to the city
the best possible structure at the smallest cost.
Prof. Geo. L. Vose was selected as the engineer. Prof. Yose
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gave the matter a long and careful consideration, and on the 5th of
August submitted a report to your committee which is herewith submitted. (See Appendix C.)
Upon receiving this report and estimate of Prof. Vose, a partial
report was made to the City Council recommending an appropriation of $60,000.00 for a new bridge and substructure substantially
as recommended by Prof. Vose. The expenditure was authorized
by the City Council.
Your committee advertised for proposals for the substructure, and
the contract for the stone-work was awarded to Mr. Richard D.
Shanahan of Portland, who immediately began the construction of
the work.
On the recommmendation of Prof. Vose, Mr. S. L. Stephenson, a
civil engineer of Gorham, was employed as engineer and inspector
of the work, Mr. R. B. Capen, the city engineer, having declined to
serve on the ground that he had had no experience with work of
this kind.
The general plans and specifications of the masonry having been
made by Mr. Vose with the assistance of Mr. E. S. Shaw of Boston,
it was necessary that the detail drawings as required by the specifications, be made by the engineer in charge, who was also to be inspector of the work as it progressed. This, Mr. Stephenson was
employed to do. He and the contractor were furnished with copies
of the general plan of the piers and of the specifications of the piers
and abutments. The detail drawings of the courses of the piers,
and plans of the abutments were to be furnished by the engineer.
The contract with Mr. Shanahan called for two granite piers upon concrete foundations laid in cribs, surmounted by caissons for
laying the stonework below low water mark.
The west abutment of the bridge was laid out by Prof. Vose, and
the cribs of each pier were also located by him, and their positions
indicated by plumb lines hanging from the old bridge.
The cribs were built and the concrete foundation of the east pier
put in under the superintendence of Mr. Stephenson. At this time
there was considerable public criticism of the manner in which the
work was being executed, and some of our citizens employed the
newspapers as a medium for expressing their disapprobation.
Your committee remained silent relying upon the competency and
skill of the engineer in charge. Thus far the concrete had been
laid under water, it having been found impossible to pump the crib
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or coffer dam dry ; but as such an emergency had been provided for
in the specifications, your committee in this matter were relying upon the engineer. But when a sufficient amount of concrete had
been laid to admit of pumping out the water so as to expose the
concrete to view, your committee were very far from being satisfied
with the appearance of the work, and to add to their perplexity,
Mr. Stephenson was absent and the work was going on at the pleasure of the contractor without engineer or inspector.
Your committee directed the suspension of work until the opinion
of a competent engineer could be obtained. Prof. Vose and Mr.
Wm. A. Goodwin of Portland were called by telegraph, but professional courtesy would not allow them to act without Mr. Stephenson's request and he was also called by telegraph.
A report upon the concrete foundation of the east pier was drawn
by Mr. Goodwin, and is submitted herewith. (See Appendix D.)
The laying of the masonry of the east pier then commenced, its
location on the concrete foundation being indicated by Mr. Stephenson. Mr. Frank B. Smith was employed by your committee to
remain constantly on the work to watch its construction, and he
continued so employed until the masonry was finished.
During the placing of the concrete foundation of the west pier
Mr. John M. Nichols was employed as inspector, and in the night
time Mr. Allen H . Jewett and W. F . Wall were so employed.
Although frequently requested to do so, the details of the courses
of the piers and plans of the abutments required by the specifications
were never furnished by Mr. Stephenson. The west abutment was
about three-fourths completed without any plans whatever except
the verbal direction of the engineer.
Mr. Daniel S. Weeks, who had acted as an assistant to Mr.
Stephenson, expressed a doubt as to the correctness of the measurements of the engineer, and the Mayor called Mr. Stephenson's attention to the matter. Mr. Stephenson claimed the measurement
to be correct. The city engineer, Mr. R. B. Capen, was directed
by the Mayor to verify the measurements, when it was found that
the east pier had been located too far east so that by properly placing the west pier to carry a bridge 200 feet long on the two piers,
the space between the west pier and west abutment would be about
two feet longer than the bridge which was to span the space.
Mr. Stephenson's services were then dispensed with and Mr.
Capen directed to take charge of the work as engineer. The error
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was corrected by widening the west pier and by reducing the batter
on the pier and the uncompleted portion of the west abutment. The
plans for completing the work were made by Mr. Capen, and he
remained in charge as engineer until the completion of the bridge
and approaches.
The error referred to while an expensive one to the city involving
an outlay of §300.00 on the west pier alone, yet in the light of subsequent developments resulted in the making of plans of the work
on the east abutment and wing walls which were the sole protection
of the city in making a final settlement with the contractor.
The contract for the masonry was by the cubic yard. Based upon the engineer's estimate of the number of cubic yards required the
'cost would have been considerably below the appropriation. The
estimates furnished your committee were as follows :
Masonry in the two piers
Concrete foundations
Abutment masonry

900 yards
450
1200 "

Taking these figures with the bids for the substructure, Mr. Shanahan's proposal, which was by far the lowest bid, would have placed
the cost as follows :
900 yards pier masonry (2> §12 00
-S10,800 00
4 5 0 ' " concrete @ 12 00
5 400 00
1,200 u abutment masonry @ $7 50
9,000 00
Cribs and caissons
•
3,500 00
Maintaining travel during construction
500 00
$29,200 00
If to this be added the cost of the iron bridge, and all other expenses, the total cost would not exceed §57.000.00. It will be noted
that the engineer made no mention of cost of cribs and caissons in
any of his estimates.
In receiving proposals for the iron bridge your committee invited
proposals from a limited number of builders of established reputation for doing first-class work. Your committee declined to receive
proposals from any firm whose reputation was for bidding low to
obtain the job, and relying for a profit on inferior work or downright cheating.
The lowest bidders on the iron bridge were Messrs. Cofrode &
Saylor of Pottstown, Pa. Of this firm your committee can only say
that their reputation for excellent work is second to none in the
country; their dealings with the city have been straightforward,
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prompt and honorable. What the bridge will prove to be time and
proper care alone can determine. I t is believed by your committee
to be all that was contracted for and all that is required.
Mr. John E. Cheney, assistant engineer of the City of Boston,
was employed by your committee as the engineer for the city. The
design of the bridge was furnished by the contractors, the strain
sheet was examined and approved by Mr. Cheney, and the work was
inspected by him in the company's shops and after its erection here.
The bridge consists of two spans, each 99 feet 9 inches center to
center of end pins, and one span 199 feet 6 inches center to center
of end pins, width between wheel guard-rails 25 feet, two sidewalks
each six feet wide in the clear.
The short spans are constructed to carry a distributed weight of
100 pounds to the square foot over entire roadway and -sidewalks,
and the center span 80 pounds to the square foot. The floor is to
carry a concentrated load of 16 tons on four wheels anywhere
on the roadway.
The contract for the masonry was awarded to Mr. Shanahan
August 2:!, 1^89, and is dated that day. The contract was awarded
to Cofrode & Saylor September 10, 1889, for the iron bridge, and
the bridge was completed and accepted May 1, 1890. The bridge
piers were examined by Prof. Vose, Aug. .">, 1890, and his opinion
is submitted in a report dated August 6, 1890, which is submitted
herewith. (See Appendix X.)
The whole work, contemplated in the engineer's plans has been
completed. The only things remaining to be done are the removal
of the old pier and the banding of the up-river ends of the piers
with heavy iron straps. The irons have been made and paid for
but are not in place. They were not in the plans but were subsequently deemed advisable. The cost of putting them on will be
820.00. All other bills have been paid except for the removal of
the old pjer, which i* contracted for at 8750.00.
The bridge became a public highway under the provisions of
Chapter 251 of the Private and Special Laws of 1867. This statute placed the control and repairs of the bridge in charge of the
Mayor and Aldermen. With the change of the city government in
March last, Aldermen Treby Johnson, Wm. H. Williams, Geo. W.
Vickery and Albert W. Brooks, with the Mayor were constituted
the committee to finish the work which was nearing its completion.
The work now is essentially finished.
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The entire e x p e n d i t u r e s in a n y m a n n e r connected with Kennebec
Bridge, from M a r c h 1st, 1889, to M a y 1st, 1890, the date of accepting the new iron s t r u c t u r e by the engineer, M r . Cheney, are
presented in the following account for the information of the
public:
E X P E N D E D ON T H E O L D B R I D G E .

Inspection, Lights, Repairs, &c :
C. F. Webber, bill of 188S
Thos. J. Emery, inspector
lk
D.A.Booker
X. E. Gordon, diver and assistant
"
Expeuses, Hotel North
Andrew Latno, labor in boat
Elbridge Pedder
'•
B.E.Chase
••
C. F. Tucinoe, labor and boat
Julian Wilder, drawings
Kennebec Light and Heat Co., lighting bridge
Sturgis, Lambard & Co., lumber, repairs,
&
Augusta Lumber Co.,
"
Adolphus Asnaugh, labor, repairs
J. H. Chandler, sign and scraper
J. E. Dinsmore, labor repairs
Geo. F. Doe, keeper. March 1 to April 4, 18S9
D. S. McDavid, hauling water
H. Z. McKenney, labor repairs
Daniel E. Sheehan
"
Henry Thorndike
'•
Wm. H. Jones, keeper

$1 50
.«slG 00
'JO 00
86 50
IS 00
1 f>0
7 50
0 00
33 75
5 00
*1!)7 25
220 97
c

#51
06
1
2
5
35
11
0
6
3
71

0s
30
50
50
25
00
50
00
75
00
on
$263 57
si;s:; 20

PRELIMINARY SURVEY,

River soundings, & c , to determine kind and cost of substructure. This
survey is the basis of the report of Prof. VOSP, (Appendix (") upon which
the appropriation for a new bridge was authorized by the City Council.
Geo. S. Ayer, soundings and plan of river bed
#148 63
R. E. Chase, labor
•.
4 50
I. H. Cuningham & Son, lumber for raft
3 75
John Chrowley, labor
4 50
N. E. Gordon, diver and assistant
63 25
William H. Jackson, labor
4 50
Nathaniel Noyes, use of rope•"* 00
W. E. Perkins, labor
^ 40
l 7,t)
T. A. Springer, labor
Joseph Wedge, use of boat and labor
15 00
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Piers and Abutments.

BIUDGE.

Account with R. D. Shanahan.
EAST PIEK.

( r i b and caisson
Concrete foundation, 242)£ cubic yards @ #12
Granite masonry, 430,»a
"
"
Iron dowels in breakwater

$2,000
2,910
5,166
37

00
00
00
50
$10,113 50

WEST PIER.

< rib and caisson
$1,500 00
Concrete foundation, 189^ cubic yards @ $12
2,274 00
ll
Granite masonry, 434
"
5,208 00
I ron dowels in breakwater
37 50
Extra stone and work by reason of error of the
engineer, Mr. Stephenson
300 00
$9,319 50
E A * T ABUTMENT.

('oncrete foundation, 40 cubic yards Qo s l 2
$480 00
Granite masonry, G39
"
@ #7.50
4,792 50
Extra granite for face, 136»4 cubic yards @ 83.00.. • •
40S 13
Portland cement extra difference iu cost*
43 75
North wing wall, concrete foundation, 13 cubic yards
@ 88.00
104 00
North wing wall, granite masonry, 120% cubic yards
@ $7.50
905 62
South wing wall, granite masonry, 200 cubic yards
(w $7.50
1,500 00
#8,234 00
WEST ABUTMENT.

Granite masonry, 587 1-5 cubic yards @ #7.50
$4,404 00
Extra, Portland Cement, difference in cost*
24 50
Iron dowels in north-east corner
25 00
Wing wall, granite masonry, 34 cubic yards @ #7.50.
255 00
Dry wall, 221., cubic yards @ 8.3.50
7S 75
84,787 25
500 00

Maintaining travel during building of substructure...

$32,954 25
Piers and Abutments, additional to work under contract.
K. D. Shanahan for granite stringer seats for piers,
not on engineers' plans, and not provided for in contract for piers
Cofrode & Saylor for placing same on piers
W. S. Kittredge, labor in setting same
Thomas W. Pooler, labor in setting the same.
D. A. Cony & Co., for Portland cement for same
*Note. Rosendale cement called for by contract.

8155
25
9
8
8

75
91
75
25
75
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V. Kimball for iron straps for piers
John Gaslin for setting same
N. E. Gordon, diver for placing rip-rap to crib of east
pier
Augusta Water Co., for iron pipe drain to back of
west abutment
Backfilling abutments:
C. H. Blaisdell, team
Thomas Clark, labor
Benj. Copp, team
Peter Concannon, labor
J. E. Dinsmore,
••
Wm. A. Farwell,
"
Isaiah Handy, team
Charles Hankersou, labor
J. W. Harlow, team
A. P. Saben,
»
D. B. Savage,
"
Henry Thorndike, labor
John E. Ward, team
Frank White

'25 00
20 00
49 50
5 4G
16 00
6 7.")
8 00
4 50
9 37
12 75
8 00
3 00
15 00
8 00
20 00
3 00
20 00
12 00
$454 74

Total cost of piers and abutments

833,408

!);)

IRON BIUDOK.

Cofrode it Saylor for iron bridge
$23,050 00
Additional paint
225 00
Maintaining travel during construction and removing
old bridge
1500 00
.
-$24,775 00
ENCINKKKS AND INSPKCTOIIS.

Prof. <Jeo. L. Vose, expenses
E. S. Shaw, plan* and specifications
F. J. Illsley, called in absence of engineer, expenses..
S. L. Stephenson, engineer
R. B. Capen
"•
Wm. A. Goodwin, expenses
Daniel S. Weeks, assistant
Frank B. Smith, inspector, Oct. 20 to Dec. 10, 1889. -.
Same, from Dec. 10, 1889 to Feb. 15, 1890, refunded
by E. D. Shanahan, $242
John M. Nichols, inspector
Allen H. Jewett
"
T
W. F . W all
•'
•
John E. Cheney, engineer on iron bridge
hotel bills at Augusta

$103
180
4
^10
176
13
15
194

00
00
00
00
50
00
00
00

89
18
7
366
0

25
00
00
00
75
81,382 50

APPENDIX

A.

BRUNSWICK,
H O N . SAMUEL

April 29th, 1889.

W. L A N E , Mayor, City of Augusta

:—Agreeably to your request I have made an examination of
your city bridge, and herewith submit to you rujT report:
The timbers throughout this bridge are generally sound. I find some
rotten wood in the west end arch feet, but not enough to cause any settle
of the arches. The plank floors of the bridge are very poor, the planking
being nearly worn out. The floor timbers look fairly well; they have been
there a long time and have not half the strength of new timber; for all that
they cannot be called unsafe, and would do service for some time if the
other parts of the bridge were equally as good. The floor timbers are held
up by the vertical posts mortised into the chord stringers and pinned. I
noticed that part of these are pulled out some two or three inches. This
should be attended to at once, as this is all that holds the floor up, they
should be clamped, as many of them have been in the eastern span.
The arches are very low for such long spans as these two are. The
worst feature about this bridge is that the arches are so much out of line.
They are so much so that they endanger the whole bridge. What I mean
by this is that the arches lean over so much that they are liable to cripple
and fall. This bridge is wholly dependent on the arches. There is no
other system of bridge connected with this that will sustain itself without
the arch.
If your Street < ommissioner has occasion to replauk the travel way (as
I think he will) he should be careful not to take up too much of the planking at once near the arches, as the solid plank floor is all that keeps the
arches where they are.
While this bridge may do its work for a time, possibly for years to come,
as in the past, with the amount of trafic you have and the work this bridge
has to do, it is my opinion you are taking chances you are not warranted
in doing.
Most respectfully yours,
D. A. BOOKEK.
DEAR SIR

APPENDIX
H O N . SAMUEL

B.

W. L A N E , Mayor of the Citi, of Augusta.

MY D E A R S I R : — I n accordance with your request, I have examined carefully the covered bridge across the Kennebec river at this place. I have
also read the report of Mr. Booker upon this work, and I do not hesitate
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to endorse in the fullest manner all that he has said in regard to its weakness. No person could possibly have picked out the weak points in this
bridge better than he has. He is a man who from long practice is particularly well fitted to give an opinion upon such a matter. I have myself
been well acquainted with this bridge since 1850, and have watched it with
especial care since 1S70. It was well designed at the outset, was made of
excellent material, and was a model of bridge carpentry; but it has now
stood over sixty years, a very long time for a work of this kind. Some of
the most important parts of the bridge have decayed, and from time to time
have been replaced; but there is now throughout the structure that general evidence of old age which shows that it is only a question of time when
it would fall. The timber, while apparently not rotten to any great extent, has lost its life and elasticity. The arches are very badly out of line,
so much so as to show pretty plainly where the failure would take place.
No further repairs are practical. Nothing short of entire reconstruction
can make the work safe. Indeed any new material now added to the
bridge would simply place the old material in a worse position than before,
and would merely determine the point where the work should give way.
No opinion can possibly be given in regard to the condition of this bridge
which is not founded very largely upon guess work; and I hold that guessing is not a proper method of determining a matter where human life is at
stake. No person can say that the present bridge will not stand half a
dozen years, and no person can possibly say that it will stand half a dozen
weeks. It can only be used under a great and increasing risk; a risk
which no one familiar with such work would be willing to assume. The
mere fact that the bridge has stood for so many years is no proof that it
will continue to stand. Any one who has had occasion to remove old
wooden bridges will recall how common it is fur the timber to look much
worse than was anticipated. The most critical parts of a wooden bridge
are very often beyond the reach of any thorough inspection. No one has
ever examined the timber in the Kennebec bridge in such a way as to be
able to guarantee that it can properly do its work. The defect in the
alignment of the arches has increased very perceptibly in the last few years.
My opinion, in brief, in regard to the bridge, is that its renewal can no
longer be safely deferred; that the city of Augusta cannot with due regard
to the public safety continue its use; and that immediate steps should be
taken to replace it by a safe and permanent structure.
Very respectfully,
AUGUSTA. July 15th, 1889.
GEORGE L. VOSE.
A P P E N D I X C.
AUGUSTA, M E . ,

Aug. 5th, XaS'J.

W. L A N E , Mayor of the City of Augusta.
MY D E A R S I R :—I am now able to submit the following in regard to the
proposed new bridge across the Kennebec river at this place. I will preface
H O N . SAMUEL

IIS
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what I have to say by stating, as there is in some quarters a feeling that
the expense of this undertaking, which will necessarily be considerable,
is a needles* one, and that the old bridge might be repaired so as to do
service for some years yet, that I have examined this matter
very carefully and have considered various methods of strengthening the present structure, but without the slightest success. 1 have
not relied in this matter on my own judgment alone, but have consulted
with other engineers, who by many years of experience in the maintaining
and removal of all kinds of wooden bridges are certainly competent to give
an opinion, and among these men there is but one decision, namely, that
the present bridge is not only unfit to carry the traffic to which it is subjected, but that it is not worth repairing. For myself, I have seen so
many bridges taken down, and so many that have broken down, and have
watched so many old bridges in their decay, that I feel able to speak in a
very confident manner in regard to this particular case.
In determining the best general plan for the new bridge, it was first
necessary to decide whether the present masonry is suitable for the new
work. The present pier stands in the middle of the river, in the deepest
water, and in the swiftest current. It rests on a wooden crib at the
bottom about ten feet in height. The pier itself, which is about forty feet
wide, is not solid, but is made of four walls, each about nine feet thick,
thus leaving an opening of something over twenty feet square on the inside, from the top to the buttom. This opening is filled with sand to
within about ten feet of the top of the masonry; but whether this
material was washed in from the river, or was put in to add to the weight
of the pier cannot now be told. The masonry itself is not of a quality
suitable for carrying properly an iron bridge, nor can it be made so by
patching it up on the outside. I have examined it very carefully, and do
not hesitate to say that nothing short of relaying it, would make it what it
ought to b e ; and to relay the pier on the same foundation would, on
account of its size, cost more than to build a new one. I next figured the
cost of building a new pier inside of the present one, and afterwards removing the present masonry. This, however, would involve cleaning out
the inside of the present pier down to the bed of the river, and cutting out
the ends of the present cribwork; an operation not only expensive, but
very indefinite, and on which it is not possible to determine the cost with
any degree of accuracy. I figured also on clearing out the inside of the
present pier, and filling it with concrete from the bed of the riyer u p ;
but this also would involve removing the ends of the present pier, and
also cutting out the ends of the crib, as it would not do to put a part of
the new pier on the concrete and a part on the crib. I found too, that any
plan which involved rebuilding the present pier, would make it very inconvenient to keep the roadway open for travel; so much so, that several
good builders who have examined the work with me were not willing to
give a .definite price for doing the work, except by adding a large percentage for contingencies, while new piers in other parts of the river can
be carried up and finished without interfering in any way with the public
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travel. Another objection to using, at any rate the upper part of the
present cribwork, is that in any extra low water, the two upper courses
of the crib are exposed thus making it only a question of time when they
will decay. My conclusion on this point, therefore, is that the present
pier Is not suitable for the new bridge, and that it cannot be made so with
any degree of economy; also that it is not advisable to put a new one in
its place; first, because it is the worst place in the river to put a pier;
second, because it would involve supporting the old bridge while the new
pier was being made, and third, because making the bridge in two long
spans, as at present, is the most expensive plan for the iron-work.
The total cost of the bridge is made up of the iron-work and the mason- '
ry. The shorter we make the spans the lighter we can make the trusses,
and the less we pay for the iron woik; but the shorter we make the spans,
the greater is the number of piers, and the more we pay for the masonry.
There is in every case a certain length for the spans which with the corresponding number of piers shall make the cost of the iron-work added to
the cost of the masonry the least possible,'and that length is of course
what we want to get. 1 have estimated on two spans and one pier, on
three spans ftnd two piers and on four spans and three piers. I find that
in the first case the spans are too long, and that in the last case the piers
are too many for the greatest economy. A comparison of several plans,
and keeping in mind that we should not obstruct the river unnecessarily,
shows that the best general plan would have two >hort span< next the
shores and one long one in the middle. This removes the present pier and
builds two new ones at about 100 feet from the shores, and leaves a clear
opening of 200 feet in the middle of the river. This brings the piers into
the best points in the river, and :it the same time leaves the whole of the
central and deepest part entirely unobstructed. By this plan the present
pier may remain until such time a« may be found most convenient to remove it.
With regard to the abutments a careful examination shows that nothing
short of rebuilding them from the bottom will make them what they ought
to be. The eastern one is in a very critical condition, having evidently
been patched up from time to time, the south wall being very badly bulged out of shape, and the front wall being partly undermined, and not showing much evidence of having any foundation. The rebuilding of the western
abutment is somewhat complicated by the present condition of the brick
building at the northeast corner of Bridge and Water streets. This building
has settled out of shape, and cracked in various places. The foundation
of the south wall is in a very unsafe condition, and the river wall is at
least in questionable shape. The southeast corner of the building appears
to rest on the bridge abutment, so that in rebuilding the abutment it will
be necessary to proceed very carefully in order not to endanger the building. The exact rights of the owners of the building in regard to this matter should, I think, be at once determined. They do not feel inclined to
rebuild, but intend simply to repair the building, as far as may be. As
this is a matter that concerns the safety of the public to some extent, I
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would suggest that a proper examination of the building by some competent person be at once made on the part of the city. It is entirely practicable to leave the western abutment exactly as it is, and to build a new one
directly in front of it to carry the bridge. This would increase the expense of the work to some extent, as the masonry would need to be of a
better class, but it would avoid any interference with the building. In
rebuilding the abutments a less expensive class of masonry than that proposed for the piers may be employed. The stone in the present pier and
abutments may be used for this purpose and laid in cement in such a manner as to make entirely satisfactory work.
The general arrangement of the spans being fixed, the design in detail
for the trusses was taken up and various plans both in iron and in steel
were sketched and estimated upon in order to determine the plan which
should give, first, the required strength, second, the greatest economy, and
third, .1 pleasing appearance. The result is given in the general plan presented herewith. The design is that known as a riveted truss, a form
especially adapted for a highway bridge on which there is always likely to
be a good deal of fast driving. To put a notice upon a bridge at this day
that no trotting is allowed is an admission that the bridge is not what it
should be. In this plan there are no loose joints, but everything is rigidly
and tightly fastened. The vibration and rattling of the various parts so
often seen in iron bridges is entirely prevented. The bridge is thus made
not only strong, but stiff; and this stiffness is the guarantee of duration.
This plan has nothing new about it, but is one which has stood the test of
long use. Indeed, in spending the public money, I should not feel at liberty to try any experiments, nor to erect any work which had not been
tried and approved by long service.
With regard to the width of the bridge, I have assumed 25 feet between
the wheel guards as ample, with two sidewalks, each 6 feet in the clear,
outside of the trusses. This makes a total width of about 42 feet from
outside to outside, and I think will be found sufficient for all future traffic.
As the cost of the bridge increases quite rapidly with increasing width, we
should be careful not to get it too wide. At the same time we should
bear in mind that we are building not only for the present, but for all
time, and that it would be short-sighted policy, which should reduce the
present expenditure at the expense of future usefulness.
In fixing the height of the roadway, I think it would be well to place
it a little higher than at present. This is a matter which concerns not so
much the bridge itself, as the adjoining streets, and we should be very careful in locating the bridge, not to put it in the way of future improvements.
The eastern end especially is so low that the drainage of the street now
runs down onto the bridge. By raising the bridge a few feet the water may
be carried away and discharged in a much better manner. The whole
district too about the east end of the bridge, which at some future time
will no doubt become valuable, would be very much improved by being
made a little higher. The west end of the bridge cau be raised very little
if a n y ; but the east end may be raised, I should think three feet to ad-
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vantage. This difference of height in the whole length of the bridge
would uot be seen, and would add nothing to the cost of the iron-work.
With regard to the flooring of the bridge, there are several plans that
may be adopted. The principal floor beams running across the bridge
will of course be of iron. The floor joist may be either iron or wood.
It is uot as a general thing considered by cities worth while to pay the
extra cost for iron. With regard to wood again, we may use either hard
pine or spruce, and the latter may be made more durable, though at the
same time more expensive, by kyanizing. We may make the floor of hard
pine throughout, or we may make the joist of hard pine and the covering
of spruce, or we may make the floor throughout of spruce. The city of
Boston, which has an unusually large number of bridges, has not considered it worth while to use iron joist, nor do they use hard pine for the
covering to any great extent. The new bridge now being made across
the Charles river, and which is perhaps the most important work in the
city, has the floor joist and lower floor of hard pine, and the upper floor
of spruce. The lower course of the flooring, which is from three to four
inches thick, is for strength; while the upper course, which is of two
inch stuft, furnishes the wearing surface. This is a matter which is entirely for the committee to settle, and that they may do so understandingly, I give the following prices for the several kinds of flooring:
Irou floor joist and harcl pine planking
Hard piue floor throughout
Hard pine joist and spruce planking
Spruce floor throughout

810,500
5,500
4,300
3,800

I have not thought it worth while to consider the use of asphalt upon
the floor, for it is not onlj- expensive, but we have no evidence as yet that
it is sufficiently durable in our climate for this purpose. The City of Boston is experimenting upon it in a small way, but has reached as yet no
results that would warrant using it.
Another point for the committee to decide is how much they are willing
to pay for keeping the road open for travel during the construction of the
new bridge. If the contractor is obliged to take down the old bridge and
erect the new one, without interrupting travel, he will work at a certain
disadvantage, and will charge accordingly. The cheapest method, though
not the most convenient for the public, is to remove the old bridge entirely
and to provide for the travel elsewhere. The time during which travel
woold be suspended, simply for the removal of the present bridge and the
erection of the new one, would be about six weeks; and the cost of providing for teams and carriages would be about $2,500. Foot travel need not
be interrupted, but'could pass on the contractor's temporary bridge, and
for this no charge would be made. The water pipe too will be taken care
of, w ith perhaps an interruption of one or two days. The above remarks
refer to the removal of the present bridge and the erection <>f the new one
without regard to the rebuilding of the abutments. This can be done, one-
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half at a time, by placing temporary supports under the bridge, and shutting up one roadway at a time at one end, and passing in the middle of the
bridge; but it would be much more convenient to have the bridge entirely
out of the way. This would involve stopping the travel probably for six
weeks more, as the masonry should be completed before the erection
of the bridge is commenced. The time when travel would be interrupted
would be during the last quarter of the year, which would not be a desirable time for operating a ferry. The question for the committee seems
therefore to be—shall the city provide for carrying the public across the
river during October, November and probably December, or pay the contractor $2,500 for keeping the roadway open during the construction of
the work.
The estimates which follow are based on the very best material and
workmanship. The bridge is calculated to carry safely, in addition to its
own weight, a load of eighty pounds per square foot over the whole surface of the roadway and sidewalks, and to c a n y at any part of the roadway a load of 16 tons upon four wheels. The estimates are given in several parts, in order that the committee may make such combination of those
parts as may seem to them best. Thus four different methods are given
for making the flooring, any one of which may be taken. The cost of the
iron-work, or bridge proper, can be very closely estimated. The cost of
the masonry, depending more or less upon the chance we get for foundations, cannot be determined quite so exactly. In order to give you reliable
figures I have not only made the most careful estimates that were possible,
but I have had first-class contractors, both for the iron-work and the masonry, give me their prices for the proposed work, based upon a careful
examination of my plans, and also upon an inspection of the ground; and
that you may see how nearly we agree in our figures, I would say that
for the iron-work we differ less than two per cent., and for the masonry
and foundations less than five per cent.
ESTIMATKD COST OF AUGUSTA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
(I.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Iron-work complete and erected
Iron floor joist and hard pine covering
Hard pine floor throughout
Hard pine joist and spruce covering
Spruce floor throughout
Two piers with foundations
Rebuilding abutments
Removing old bridge
Removing old pier
Keeping roadway open for travel
Uip-rap around piers
Engineering and superintendence

BRIDGE

-v24.( '00
10,500
5.500
4,300
3,800
16,400
7.500
1,200
1,000
3,500
1,000
1,000

For the total cost we must in any event take the 1st, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th,
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11th and 12th of the above items. We may take any one of the 2nd, 3d,
4th, or 5th, and we may add the 10th or not as may be thought best.
While I should not recommend any feature of the proposed plan simply
on account of its appearance, I should wish to see a good-looking structure
in so prominent a place, and in a place too which has been so long occupied
by the old Augusta bridge. 1 do not hesitate to say that the plan proposed will be eminently satisfactory in this respect.
I wish in conclusion to suggest a somewhat different method of contracting for the work than the one generally employed. A common method is
either to prepare complete plans and specifications for the work and to
receive proposals from contractors for doing the same, and too often to let
the work to the lowest bidder, or to make a general specification and to
allow contractors to furnish their o w n plans, and to select the one which
in connection with its price seems to be the best. This method has both
its advantages and its disadvantages.
A fair competition among reputable builders no doubt leads to a very
careful search for the most economical mode of accomplishing the desired
result; but a general competition among all builders, among whom are
many very disreputable concerns, leads to various methods of reducing the
(ost of the work at the expense of its quality. I have seen the bids for an
i /on bridge based on the same specification range from *130,000 to $150,000, and this too where the bidders were desirious to get the work, and
were figuring as low as they could. The cost of making, an iron bridge, depending as it does upon the general plan, the quality of the material, and
the quality of the workmanship, can be very closely estimated, and it is
very easy to tell whether a contractor is bidding high or Jow. There i* no
sort of work in which it is possible for a dishonest contractor to introduce
inferior material and inferior workmanship to a greater extent than in an
iron bridge, and this in spite of the requirements of the specifications and
in spite of inspection. I do not hesitate to say that not.one-half of the
highway bridges in this country are what they pretend to be, and what
they appear to be on the surface. No possible amount of inspection can
ever take the place of honesty in the contractor. Xo person ever yet
bought a first-rate bridge for a second-rate price, though there are many
who think they have. The testimonials from town and county officers in
regard to iron bridges, which are so often referred to by a certain class of
builders, are not of the slightest value, as such persons are eutirely incompetent to judge between good and bad work, and know absolutely nothing
of the quality of the iron which may have been used. In corresponding
with various builders in regard to your bridge, I have had estimates in
detail sent to me in which I could see at once that in spite of my requirement it was intended to use cheap iron wherever it could be done. I have
had other estimates from first-class eoncerns, which I could see at once
were too high, the reason being that they are very full of business at the
present time, and did not care for this work unless it could be taken at a
very large profit. I have had one estimate from a concern that stands in
the very first rank, whose work and whose character I can guarantee in
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every respect, and whose price comes within two per cent, of my own estimate of the cost of the work. I would suggest, therefore, that the contract be made at once with this company without further loss of time; the
general specification to be prepared by mo, subject of course to your approval, and the plans in detail to be prepared by the company, subject of
course to my approval. In this way you will get a bridge in every respect
first class, at as low a price as possible for such work, and in the shortest
possible time. The company to which I refer is the Boston Bridge Works.
With regard to the contract for the masonry and foundations, there is
less objection to proceeding in the ordinary manner, as this may very easily be kept under such inspection as shall ensure satisfactory work. There
is on the other hand no reason for not proceeding with the masonry in the
manner above suggested for the iron-work, and making a bargain with
some reliable contractor for doing the work. The examinations which
have been made of the bed of the river show very clearly what the foundations will be like, and leave very little that cannot be estimated on closely.I
Some of the contractors who have looked over the ground with me are;
quite willing to make a definite bid for that part of the work which can be
exactly specified, and to do the remainder, or that part below the waten
by day's work. In either case the city will of course employ a compete*
inspector to see that the plans are properly carried out.
There is no reason why the contracts both for the bridge and the masonry should not be'made and the work commenced at once, provided the
general plan of the bridge is approved bj' the committee. The plans and
specifications for the masonry and the specifications and general plan for
the iron-work are already made, while the plans in detail for the iron-work
by the method which I have suggested above, would be made by the contractor. In this way the expense of making the complete set of detailed
plans for the iron-work is avoided, aud the contractor is enabled to work
from his own drawings, a method which is always preferred,
Very respectfully,
GEORGE L. VOSE.

APPENDIX

D.

CITY OF P O R T L A N D .
CITY E N G I N E E R ' S O F F I C E , >

Xoveniber 7, 1889.
HON. SAMUEL W. L A N E , Mayor <>fthe City of Augusta, Maine.

/

>siR:—In compliance with my promise to you, [ have the honor to give
you the following authorities for my opinion, expressed to you that the
foundation of the pier, which I visited with you and your committee at the
request of your engineer, during the laying of the lower course of masonry, is abundantly strong and worthy of acceptance.
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The formula for the concrete specified in the contract for the work, is
precisely that which I recommended for the concrete foundation of the
Union Station in this city, with the exception that ours was to be four parts
of broken stone, and yours "four to four and a half parts," a difference
which the following formulas will assure you can not injuriously affect the
quality of the work.
The treatise of Gen. Q. A. Gilmore, U. s. Engineer, on limes, Hydraulic
cement and mortars, a standard work, gives the following formulas for
concretes, on pages 322-325.
"Concrete Xo. 1. 1 barrel
oj-.j "
t> lk
9
"

German Portland cement,
damp sand,
gravel and pebbles from seashore,
broken stone.''

On this he remarks : This concrete is of first-rate quality, being compact,
free from voids, and strong. It is richer in mortar than would be necessary for most purposes. I would note here that the proportions of cement
is 1 to 20% of other materials. By mortar is meant the mixture of cement
and sand, and the richness of £he mortar depends on the cement rather than
on the sand.
'•Concrete No. 2.

I barrel German Portland cement,
6
" damp sand,
5 "• gravel and pebbles from seashore,
9
" broken stone/

Numbers 3, 4 and 6 contain lime and are not cited. I am not acquainted
with German Portland cement. The English Portland is used largely, if
not exclusively, in this vicinity. The above specification of pebbles etc.,
from the seashore is, I think, for the reason that they would be likely to
have been thoroughly water-washed and free from loam. For sharp gravel one would hardly go to the seashore.
'•Concrete No. 5.

1 barrel Rosendale cement,
3
" damp loose sand,
5
" broken stone.'"

The function of the sand in the above formulas I take to be mainly for
the filling of voids which must occur in the large quantities of stone used.
The use of timber-cribwork for submerged foundation of masonry is too
well known to require comment. The old-fashion way was to fill the
compartments of the crib with loose rock properly levelled off, and then
to fill around with rip-rap. On such foundations, secure, whatever the
masonry above them may be, stand most of the piers of our older bridges.
As I understand your foundation, it is of cribwork well below the water
level and filled with concrete, or at all events, with cement, stone and
gravel, the cement being largely in excess of the usual formulas. The
sample which you showed me was concrete of an excellent quality. No
part of this can escape laterally, the whole to be surrounded by rip-rap.

106

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

In Mahan's engineering, a work compiled for the course of instruction
in the U. S. Military Academy, on page 131 a case is given nearly similar
to yours, as follows: "When the bed of a river presents a rocky surface,
•or rock covered with but a few feet of mud, or loose soil, cases may occur
in which it will be more economical and equally safe to lay a bed of beton
without exhausting tire water from the area to be built on; inclosing the
area, before throwing in the beton, by a simple coffer work formed of
a strong frame work of upright and horizontal beams and abutting piles."
Then occurs in ten or twelve lines, the method of fastening this to the
bottom, which in your case is of little account.
Again on page 135 of the same work is the following: "To give perfect
security to foundations in running water, the soil around the bed must
be protected to some extent from the action of the current. The most
ordinary method of affecting this, is by throwing in loose masses of
broken stone of sufficient size to resist the force of the current. This
method will give all required security, where the soil is not of a shifting
character, like sand and gravel." This last sentence annuls the force of the
words "to some extent," in the first, which might have been omitted.
. In submitting these authorities, with the reiteration of my opinion on the
stability of your work, I beg that your Honor will be assured that I consider of but little value any opinion I could express on a work designed by
Mr. Vose and superintended by Mr. Stephenson. With the knowledge
and concurrence of them both, however, it is
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM A. GOODWIN, Civil Engineer.

A P P E N D I X E.
AUGUSTA, ME.,

August 6, lsii'0.

W. LANE, Mayor of the City of Augusta.
MY DEAR .SIR :—I have examined carefully the piers of the new bridge
across the river at this place, with a view to answering the question whether any vibration or movement of any kind can be detected under the passage of the various kinds of loads to which it is subjected. To an engineer
such an idea is absurd on the face of it. It is very easy to one not familiar
with the inspection of such work, as he sits upon the pier under the floor
of the bridge and sees the general tremor and vibration of the iron-work,
to fancy that a movement of the masonry takes place. This, however, is a
delusion of the same kind that occurs when a person sits in a railway car
which is at rest, while another car moves slowly past him in the opposite
direction. It is a case where an actual movement of a large body (the
bridge) produces an apparent movement of a smaller body (the pier).
Facts, however, upon a matter of this kind are much better than opinions
for answering any talk which may be made in regard to the stability of
HON. SAMUEL
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your work. I therefore asked your City Engineer to place his transit instrument upon the old pier beneath the bridge, and to site carefully upon
the pier* during the passage of numerous teams, both slow and fast, in
order to detect .my movement which should exist. As was expected no
such movement or vibration of any kind could be detected; but the masonry was found to be entirely stable, and as solid as if it were a single block
of stone. You can say to any one that all statements that the masonry
moves, or vibrates in any way, is absolutely without foundation, and that
nothing of the sort exists. If any such movement should take place you
would see it at once by the cracking of the cement at the joints. If any
thing of this sort could take place in masonry of this class it would have
been seen long before this time in the piers of the railroad bridge just
above, which are subjected to vastly greater strains in every way than
your piers are or ever will be. The masonry of your new bridge is of excellent quality, and you need have no fears as to its strength or durability.
As the question of fast driving upon the new bridge was mentioned yesterday, I will say in regard to that point that a bridge which is not safe
under fast driving is not safe at all. If a bridge is so weak that you cannot trot over it. it is so near to breaking down that it is unsafe to walk
over. A bridge in the middle of a city is to be regarded as a part of the
highway, and should be perfectly safe under any loads or any speeds that
are considered proper for the city streets. Your bridge has been designed
and built upon this principle, and you need have no fear of using it accordingly. A team of four horses each weighing 1,500 pounds and hauling a
load of 6,000 pounds will weigh in all 12,000 pounds. Suppose two such
loads to pass upon the bridge. This would make 24,000 pounds. Your
long span is able to carry safely ten times this amount, or 240,000 pounds,
and this is not over one-eighth part of what would break it down. Such
a load however would move very slowly. A team which should trot over
the bridge would not weigh over 4,000 pounds, or one sixtieth part of the
safe load, or one five hundredth of what would break it down.
The city should bear in mind, however, that a highly finished structure,
like an iron bridge, requires to be looked after, and kept well painted and
periodically inspected. This is done in all large cities and upon all railroads, and is in accordance with the general law that the better a piece of
mechanism is, the better should be the care taken of it.
Let me in conclusion congratulate the city upon the quality of the new
bridge throughout. You have in your manner of building this important
work set an example which may well be followed by other towns. You
have erected a worthy successor to the old Kennebec bridge, and one in
every way creditable to the City of Augusta.
I am Sir, very respectfully yours,
GEOTiGE L. VOSE.

CITY ORDINANCE.

AN

ORDINANCE

REGULATING

EXPENDITURES

AND

DEFINING

THE

D U T I E S O F COMMITTEES AND CITY O F F I C E R S .

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Augusta as follows :
Sect. 1. For executive purposes the following departments are hereby
established:
1. The Executive.
2. Schools.
3. Highways and Bridges.
4. Poor.
5. Police.
6. Fire Departments and Hydrants.
7. Street Lights.
S. New Streets.
9. Cemeteries.
10. Public Buildings and Lands.
11. Printing.
Sect. 2. The executive department shall consist of the Mayor and
Aldermen.
Sect. 3. An executive board for each department is herebj r established,
which shall consist of the Mayor and the Aldermen of the Committee of
the City Council of such department; and if there be no such committee,
the Mayor shall designate at least two Aldermen to act until the appointment of such Committee.
Sect. 4. The departments of Street Lights, Xew Streets, and Printing
shall be in charge of the Mayor and Committees of the respective departments; and no expenditure shall be made in these departments by any
person, except by approval of the Executive Board of such department.
Sect. 5. All officers having charge of any department shall be under
the direction of the Mayor and Committee of the City Council for such
department, in all matters in which the duties of the officer are not particularly prescribed by law.
Sect. G. Section one of Chapter fourteen of the Revised Ordinances of
the City of Augusta is hereby amended by striking out all that part of said
section after the word "•allowance,'' and substituting in place thereof the
following, to wit:—The moneys raised and appropriated for specific purposes in the annual estimates by the City Council, other than compensation
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to City officers and payment of City liabilities by reason of authorized
contracts, matured debts, and interest on the City debt, shall be expended
only on requisition in writing of the officer or committee having charge of
such expenditure, on the Mayor; and the requisition shall state the reasons
therefor, that the Mayor may determine how large a sum the interests of
the City require to be expended at that time. But the Mayor shall approve no requisition in excess of the appropriation then remaining unexpended, until the City Council shall have made further appropriation for
that purpose.
Sect. 7. The ordinance amendatory of Chapter eight of the Revised
Ordinances of the City of Augusta passed the eighth day of January, 1889,
is hereby repealed, and said Chapter eight of the Revised Ordinances is
hereby revived and ordained with the following amendments.
Sect. 8. Section one of said-Chapter eight is hereby amended by inserting after the word k, tvvo" in the second line of said section, the words '"or
more."
Sect. 9. Said chapter eight is hereby further amended by striking out
the whole of section four of said chapter and inserting in place thereof the
following, to wit:
It shall be the duty of each Street Commissioner to see that all bills for
labor and materials within his district shall be rendered monthly to the
Mayor or Committee on Accounts. And all bills shall be itemized.
Sect. 10. Said Chapter eight is hereby further amended by adding the
following, to wit:
Sect. 8. All the powers and duties conferred on the Street Commissioners or either of them by Chapter eight of the Revised Ordinances of the
City of Augusta and by any amendment thereof shall be exercised and
performed under the direction of the Mayor and Aldermen.
Sect. 11. Sections seven and eight of this ordinance shall take effect at
the close of the current municipal year; all the other sections of this ordinance shall take effect when the ordinance is approved.
Sect. 12. All ordinances and parts of ordinances inconsistent with this
ordinance are hereby repealed.
IN BOAKD O F ALDERMEN, \

' September 4, 1889.
J
This ordinance having had two several readings passed to be ordained.
SAMUEL W. LANE, Mayor.

IN COMMON COUNCIL, )

September 4, 1889. J
This ordinance having had two several readings passed to be ordained.
L. A. DYER,
Approved September 5, 1889.

President.
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rEPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Connril of the
City of Augusta:
We have the honor to present our report as Superintending
School Committee, for the year ending March 31, 1890 :
The number of scholars in the city April 1, 1889, was 2,614,—
of whom there were Ki03 in the Village District, 529 in the Williams District, and 482 in the rest of the city—an increase of 132
from the preceding year.
The amount of money available for school purposes was as follows :
Appropriated by City Council for common schools
86,032 80
Received from the State
"
"
4,710 23
Raised by Village Dist. by special taxation, $5,533.16,
of which there was for school purposes
4,460 00
Raised by Williams Dist. by special taxation, SI,402.63,
of which there was for school purposes
1,150 00
Appropriated by City Council for Cony Free High School, 4,400 00
k
Received from the State
"
'
250 00
Total amount for school purposes

$21,903 03

The apportionment of the $11,643.03 (6,932.80 from the city
and $4,710.23 from the State) , available for common school purposes was as follows :
Village District
Williams District
Common school account (country schools)
Total

66,011 25
1,983 75
3,566 21
$11,643 03
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Table Showing

the Number of Scholars Registered, and the Average
Attendance of the Schools for
1889-90.
Spring
Term.

N A M E <>F S C H O O L

NAME O F T E A C H E R .

^2

Fall
Term.

8
'•'it; . 4; G;

Stone
Leighton....
Cony
Ballard
North Parish
Fletcher
Howard
Hospital
Church Hill.
Hewins
Spaulding...
Bolton Hill..
Howe
stony Brook
Ward Road..
Wellman

Kate M Phelan
Flora M. Jackson
F. Belle Taylor
Ellen M. Pierce
Mertie L. Smith
Lillian M.White
Mary 0. Lapham
Ida S. Cowan
Lena C. Cony
Mary N. Jackson
Louise E. Sanborn
Arda B. Warren
Eula C.
Hersom
Carrie C. Hoyt
Myrtle M. Brann
Emma S. Dana
Annie W. Bean
Jennie E. Lord
Maude E. Reed
Ellen A. White
Ellen M. Lampson
Viola M. Mosher
Lizzie E. Haskell

42
9

\ •?

Term.

t

a

g

3 OJ

8«
«

:M

BII! , «
Bracket t
Jewett

Winter

34

s

45

36

11

9

33 ! 26 I 50
i:i

11
17
9
16
14
18
' 12
18
9
8
21
25
9
10
10
9

16
8.7
12
11

14
15.5
I10
14
7.4
7
! 16
18.8
8
9
! 9
8

15

16 12.5 18
9 l 7.4 9
18 14 18

15
10
15
10
8
17
27
10
11
11
10
8

12

12
9.2
14
! 23

8
8
10.5

8
5

20
24

10
13.5
18.8

19

7 110

17
16
10
13
9
9
15
30
11

14 i
13.5, 19
8.2 !13

8 22
7.8 10
7 i 10
12 i 27
21.8, 35
7 ! 12
10 8 14
12 11.8: 16
10 8.5 11
"12 11 16

S u m m R Y OF STATISTICS OF THE 18 SUBURBAN SCHOOLS.

Spring.
Number of pupils registered
256
Average number attending
212.4
Percentage of scholars registered. 53.1
Number of terms taught
17
Number taught by female teachers, 17

Fall.
265
215.9
55
18
18

A v e r a g e wages of female t e a c h e r s p e r week,
board
The
The
"
"

Winter.
263
207.6
54.8
18
18

Year.
' 341
212
70.7
53
53

including
$Q 59

length of the school year was
27 w e e k s .
g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of daily recitations in a n y school w a s . . . . . 52
smallest
"
"
"
18
u
average
"
"
25
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For the expenditures of the Village and Williams districts, see
their Directors' reports.
The following is an account of the receipts and disbursements
for the country schools :
RECEIPTS.

Apportionment
Overdrawn

$3,566 21
80 98

Total

$3,647 19
DISBURSEMENTS.

Paid teachers
Fuel

$3,103 60
204 34

Insurance
Repairs

30 00
19 43

Maps, charts and supplies
Building fires, labor, etc
Overdrawn. 1888—9

95 12
78 60
116 10

Total

$3,647.19

F R E E TEXT-BOOK ACCOUNT.

Appropriation
Expended

$200
200

k

ESTIMATE FOR TEXT-BOOKS FOR

1890—91.

For country schools
For Cony Free High School

$200
500

Total

$700
COMMITTEE.

The vacancy occurring at the beginning of the year was filled by
the re-election of Mr. Weeks, and the committee organized as follows :
Winfield S. Choate, Chairman, term expires
John O. Webster, Secretary,
"
"
George E. Weeks,
"
"

1890
1891
1892
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As in the preceding year, Dr. Webster was designated as Acting
Superintendent; but frequent visits have also been made by the
other members.
SCHOOLS AND T E A C H E R S .

For Village and Williams Districts, see their' Directors' reports
on later pages of this volume ; the following includes only the
eighteen rural schools.
The brackett school was under the instruction of Miss Kate M.
Phelan during the year. Her well established reputation as a
teacher makes it unnecessary to say that the work done was of a
superior quality and the results were highly satisfactory. We believe that Miss Phelan is just the teacher that this school needs;
and that, if practicable, it will be advisable to retain her in this
position.
The Jewett school has unfortunately and unexpectedly had a
different teacher for each term; but as they were all good ones,
the school has done as well as can be expected from a school of its
size. The number of pupils is so small that it is impossible to
arouse the interest and enthusiasm that we might have if it were
j

twice or thrice as large. Miss Flora M. Jackson taught the spring
term with her usual success. At its close, she gave up teaching to
enter "the estate of matrimony," and Miss F . Belle Taylor was engaged to take her place. She showed herself to be an excellent
teacher ; but soon after the beginning of the winter term, illness
obliged her to relinquish the school, and Miss Ellen M. Pierce was
engaged to finish it, which she did with general satisfaction.
The Stone school during the spring term—as Miss White, who
was engaged for the year, was unable to teach for this term—
was in charge of Miss Mertie L. Smith, a graduate of the Normal
Department of Wilton Academy, and a very efficient teacher.
Miss Lillian M. White taught during the remainder of the year,
with the excellent success that we expected from her previous work.
The Leighton school has become extremely small but, from its
isolated position, it is impracticable to avoid having a school there.
Miss Mary C. Lapham, of the class of 1886, Cony High school,
taught during the year—her first school. She did faithful and
profitable work and showed that she possessed the elements of a
successful teacher.
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Miss Ida S. Cowan taught the Cony school for the year. She
is a graduate of Farmington Normal school and a teacher of considerable experience. She did good work in this school, and is
especially excellent as an instructor of young pupils.
Miss Lena C. Cony taught the Ballard school during the spring
term, with the success that has always attended her. As she was
elected in the summer to a position in one of the graded schools,
Miss Mary N. Jackson was engaged for the fall term, in which
she did good work. Miss Louise E. Sanborn, who taught the winter term, is a graduate of Gorham Normal school and a# teacher of
long experience. She had formerly taught a winter term in the
Brackett school. A class of large boys, who attended during the
winter, made fine progress, and all regretted that the school could
not have continued another month. Miss Sanborn is one of our
finest teachers, and we hope to retain her in our schools.
Miss Arda B. Warren was continued in the North Parish school
for the year. It is unnecessary to repeat that she is one of our
very best teachers. This year's work has not detracted from her
reputation.
The Fletcher school was taught for the year by Miss Eula C.
Hersom, a graduate of Farmington Normal school and a bright,
energetic and efficient teacher, whom we shall try to retain in our
corps of teachers.
Miss Carrie C. Hoyt taught the Howard school for the year.
She did good work here and we consider her an efficient teacher.
From the migratory character of a large part of the population in
the region, this is not a satisfactory school to teach, as only a few
of the pupils are the same during the year. We hope it will soon
be practicable to discontinue this school. All the pupils north of
the school-house could easily attend the Fletcher school, and those
south could be sent to the schools of the Williams district.
The Hospital school was taught by Miss Myrtie M. Brann—her
second year of teaching, in which she is proving successful. The
school made excellent progress. We regret the necessity of maintaining so small a school, but see no way to avoid it at present.
Miss Emma S. Dana was the teacher of Church Hill school.
With a teacher of her high grade of scholarship and experience,
and with pupils anxious to learn, it was inevitable that first class
work would be done. Although deplorably small, there is no better school in the city.
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Miss Annie W. Bean, who taught the Hewins school, is a graduate of Farmington Normal school, a teacher of long experience,
and we were fortunate in adding her to our teaching force. She is
one of the finest teachers that we have, and should be kept.
The Spaulding school, by the removal of many families into the
neighborhood, coming from different places, was greatly increased
in size and difficulty. Miss Jennie E. Lord, the teacher for the
year, acquitted herself, in her difficult task, with a great deal of
credit. She has had considerable experience in teaching, has an
excellent knowledge of methods, is faithful and diligent. The
pupils made good progress.
Bolton Hill school was taught by Miss Maude E. Reed, a graduate of Cony High school in 1888. In this, her first school, she
acquitted herself with a great deal of credit, showed much aptitude
for teaching, and did unusually good work for a beginner. In the
winter term, the school was so much broken up by sickness, that it
was necessary to close it about two weeks prematurely.
The same was the case with the Howe school, where Miss Ellen
A. White was continued as teacher. The year's work was well
done, as usual; the pupils being mostly quite small in the spring
and fall, but some larger ones attending in winter. The latter circumstance rendered it specially unfortunate that nearly three weeks
of this term were lost from the prevailing sickness.
Mrs. Ellen M. Lampson was teacher of Stony Brook school for
the year. As said last year, she is one of our former teachers who
had not forgotten how to teach—in fact, she is one of our best
teachers. The school is in excellent condition and is, we are glad
to see, increasing in size.
Mrs. Viola M. Mosher remained in the Ward Road school this
year, and continued to do the same excellent work as usual. During the three years that she has taught here, she has made this an
excellent school—far beyond what it was previously. As we 'have
said before, it is fortunate for the school that Mrs. Mosher is so
situated as to be willing to remain as its teacher for so long.
The Wellman school lost all but two weeks of its spring term, on
account of the prevalence of diphtheria in the neighborhood; and
the fall term was broken into by the illness of the teacher. We
succeeded, however, in giving them 25 weeks school during the
year—a loss of only two weeks. The teacher, Miss Lizzie E.
Haskell, had previously taught here for several terms. She is a
good, practical teacher for a school of this kind.
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We were fortunate in not being obliged to have much change in
teachers for the year. Only three schools had any change, and
there were but 23 different teachers for the 18 schools.
At the close of the preceding year, we lost four of our best
teachers—three of them Normal school graduates. Three relinquished teaching, and the other, Miss Whitney, received -an appointment in the Williams district.
We endeavored to secure others in their places, who would keep
up the efficiency of our teaching force to its previous standard, and
we believe that we succeeded. I t is our endeavor to improve in
the average quality of our teachers each year—a policy that ought
to be continued.
We were able to carry on the schools for 27 weeks—the same as
the preceding year. While we still wished, as we had said in previous reports, to increase the school year to 30 weeks, we did not
feel justified in favoring any larger apportionment to country
schools under present conditions. And this leads us to speak of
SCHOOL FINANCES.

The amount of school money raised by the city is $6,932.80, or
80 cents an inhabitant, based on the last census. Although not
legally obliged to increase the amount until 1891, the great increase
of school population in the city and diminution in the country districts, without an increased appropriation, makes it necessary to
keep increasing the extra apportionment for country schools to
make up for the decrease in their proportion of scholars—so that
last year the rural schools, with 18 per cent, of the school population, received 31 per cent, of the school money. This might be
remedied in part by a greater city appropriation ; but the trouble is
largely inherent in the present complicated school system—a system that it is almost impossible to make outsiders understand and
that is probably not very plain to many of our citizens.
OUR SCHOOL SYSTEM.

In brief, besides the eighteen country schools and the high
school carried on directly by the city, there are two quasi independent districts, managed by boards of directors elected by the people, carrying on graded schools to which pupils from without their
limits cannot be admitted except on payment of tuition.

10

City of augusta

The question is often asked, and many of our people seem to be
considering, whether our present complicated system—or rather
systems—should be allowed to continue ; whether the chartered
districts have not already fully accomplished their purpose and
now will be only a drag on our educational progress; whether our
schools would not be more successful and less expensive if conducted under a united management? These are questions for the
people to consider. When they are ready for the change, there
will be no serious obstacles to its accomplishment; the law provides all the means necessary, and any objections raised are
mostly based on imaginary foundations. We will mention but one
—the supposed inequality of school property. This does not exist.
The Milage district, to be sure, has 68 per cent, of the school
property, but it has 69 per cent, of the valuation of the city. As
a matter of fact, school property is very evenly distributed.
We do not feel called upon to advise any precipitate action in
this matter ; but should the coming census show the population that
we expect, the city will be obliged to raise about $10,000 a year
for common school purposes, and this, with the £5000 on which we
can count from the State, will make nearly enough to carry on all
our schools—so it is now a favorable time for considering the
change. In any movement in this direction, the chartered districts,
should take the initiative.
SCHOOL-HOUSES.

We can only repeat what we said last year in regard to the
Jewett school-house ; it "is old, dilapidated, unfit to use in its
present condition, and not worth repairing." We urged last year
the erection of a new school-house. The need is now still more
urgent, as we have not thought it policy to make any repairs on
the. old house. We find that $900 will build a nice school-house
with the necessary out-buildings, and furnish it ready for use ; and
we respectfully ask that that amount be appropriated for the purpose. If it is decided that we must continue to use the old house
for another year or two, we shall be obliged to ask for money for
repairs; although we do not believe such expenditure would be
profitable.
Most of the other school-houses are in good condition, but some
are badly in need of painting, and there are other repairs that
should be made. We are unwilling to make such repairs from the
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school money, believing that it is unjust to the schools to do so.
One hundred dollars spent in repairs would involve the shortening
of the school year one week. An annual appropriation of $100 for
this purpose would put and keep all the houses in good condition.
We earnestly request that this amount be appropriated this year.
F R E E SCHOOL BOOKS.

The sum of S200 was appropriated for beginning to supply books
to the schools. This has been of the greatest benefit; it has enabled us to furnish over 400 text books besides a supply of writing
books. Many of these were books that have been long needed for
efficient work, but which the pupils could not well buy for themselves. Among these the most important are mental arithmetics,
new readers, United States histories, Brief History of Maine,
Child's Book of Nature. The latter should be in all the schools as
fast as it can be supplied, furnishing as it does instruction in regard
to animals, plants and their growth, and natural science, that will
be of life-long value to the pupils using it. As the text book law
takes effect this year, an appropriation will be necessary which will
provide all books needed for the common schools and the high
school. A careful estimate has been made and will be found in
connection with our financial statement.
QUALIFIED TEACHERS.

Three things are needed to make a good teacher—natural
tation, education, training.
1. Teachers are not born but made. No one is a
teacher" in the sense that he can teach successfully without
ing how-—still there are those so entirely unadapted to the
that no amount of training can make them teachers.
2. No one is well fitted to teach, in no matter how low a

adap"born
learnwork>
grade

*

of school, who has not received the equivalent of a high school or
normal school education. A knowledge of the branches to be
taught is of the first importance ; but an education confined to the
common school branches will not give the mental training that is
necessary to qualify one for teaching.
3. Training may be acquired partly in a normal school or training school, or wholly—but much more slowly—by practical work in
the school-room ; but it must be acquired in some way before one
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can properly be called a teacher. We rarely feel justified in putting into a school, as teacher, one who has not had either special
training or a successful experience. We would urge upon our
high school graduates, if they want places in our schools, to spend
two or three terms in regular, daily work in the training course at
the Village district grammar school, or to take a normal school
course.
C O U R S E OK S T U D I E S AND G R A D U A T E ? .

Since our course of studies was inaugurated, several pupils have
completed tbe course and received diplomas, and they are quite
generally taking the high school course. There will probably be
quite a number to graduate at the close of next term, and we hope
that all will find it practicable to avail themselves of the privileges
of the high school.
We think our country scholars are sometimes kept away from
the high school by the fear that they are not as well prepared and
will not stand so high as these from the grammar schools. Such is
not the case. Graded schools are necessary where population is
dense, but the advantages are not wholly in their favor; and a
graduate from one of our rural schools, as now conducted, is as
well fitted for high school work as the grammar school graduate of
equal natural ability. This is shown by the high rank attained by
those now taking the high school course.
The adoption, three years ago, of a course of studies has been a
great benefit to our rural schools and is acting as au inducement to
their pupils to prepare for the high school. Having the printed
course before them, they can see at a glance what is required for
its completion—there is a goal toward which they are continually
advancing, instead of, as formerly, discouragedly going over and
over the same ground. The course of studies follows this report.
Respectfully submitted,
W I N F I E L D S. C H O A T E , )
J . O. W E B S T E R ,
GEO. E. W E E K S .
\

School
Committee.
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COURSE OF STUDIES.

F O R UNGRADED SCHOOLS.
PRIMER GRADE.

Beading—To be taught from the blackboard, charts, Monroe's Primer,
etc.
Spelling—By sounds and letters, the words in the reading lessons.
Xumbers—Develop the idea of numbers from 1 to 10, counting with real
objects.
Writing—On slates, small letters, short words and sentences.
Oral Instruction in language, color, form and size. Calkin's Primary
Object Lesson- will indicate the kind and amount of work to be done
under this head.
FIRST READER GRADE.

Heading—Monroe's First Reader and supplementary reading.
Spelling—By sounds and letters, words i'u reading lessons.
Xumbers—One to twenty. Teach all the combinations possible, using
no number larger than twenty.
Writing—Capitals; a part of the reading lesson daily.
Oral Lessons—Language; the live senses, their organs and use.
SECOND R E A D E R G R A D E .

Heading—Monroe's Second Reader; supplementary reading.
Spelling—Both oral and written; words from reading lessons; Harrington's Spelling Book to Part I, page 40.
Xumbers—Reading and writing numbers to 1000; Roman numerals to
L X X ; Colburn's First Lessons to page 45.
Writing—Words and sentences from reading lessons; Primary Writing
Book, No. 1; practice paper.
Language—Taught orally ; lessons from reader.
Oral Instruction—Geography
of school yard, points of compass, parallel lines: map of the town on blackboard or paper, drawn by the teacher.
THIRD READER GRADE.

Beading—Monroe's Third Reader; supplementary reading.
Spelling—Harrington's
Spelling Book to Part 1, page 65.
Xumbers—Colburn's First Lessons, through Fractions.
Writing—Primary books, No. 2 and 3 ; practice paper.
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Language Lessons of reader; description of pictures; reproduction of
stories.
Oral Instruction—Plants
and animals, parts and uses; map of County
and State. Grand divisions of land and water. County map can be
drawn by the teacher.
FOURTH READER GRADE.
Beading—Monroe's Fourth Reader; Child's Book of Nature; supplementary reading.
Spelling—Harrington's
Spelling Book to Part II, page 20.
Arithmetic—Wheeler's
Second Lessons, or Greenleaf's Complete, to
page 116; Colburn's for mental arithmetic.
Geography—Warren's Primary, completed and reviewed; map drawing.
Language—Lessons in English, Part ] ; oral teaching.
Writing—Books No. 1, 2 and 3.
Oral Instruction in Physiologj' and Zoology.
FIFTH READER GRADE.

Beading—Monroe's Fifth Reader; \ o u n g People's History of Maine,
supplementary reading.
Spelling—Book completed and reviewed.
Arithmetic—Wheeler's
Second Lessons, or Greenleaf's Complete, completed, omitting "Six per cent. Method" in Interest, Tube Root, and all
of the Appendix except Government Lands, Longitude and Time, and
Taxes; Mental Arithmetic.
ireographg—Warren's Brief Course: map drawing.
Grammar—Lessons in English, Part II.
History—Higginson's Young Folk>" U. S.
Physiology and hygiene—Our Bodies and How we Live.
Writing—Books No. 4 and 5; Business Forms.
Book-Keeping—Single entry; Personal Ace"ts and Cash Aec't; no textbook.
Civil (ionrnment—U. S. Constitution: oral instruction.

CONY FREE HIGH SCHOOL.

COMMITEE'S

REPORT.

To His Honor the Mayor and Gentlemen of the City Council:
We have the houor to report upon the condition aud progress of
the Cony Free High School, for the year ending March .".1, 1*90.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Receipts.
Appropriated by City Council
Received from the State
'*
tuition
Overdrawn (1888—9 and 1889—90)

$4,400
250
60
242

Total

00
00
00
37

$4,952 37
Disbursements.

Paid teachers
janitor
for fuel and gas
books and apparatus
supplies, labor, etc
overdrawn for 1888—9

S:i,613
40(!
4 09
282
105
135

Total

58
30
34
44
06
65

84,952 37
Estimate for (he Next

Year.

For teachers
B i t janitor
fuel and gas
supplies, labor, etc
reference books and apparatus
deficit from 1889—90

$3,592
385
375
105
50
242

Total
Amount to be received from the State

$4,750 00
250 00

To be provided for

00
00
00
63
00
37

$4,500 00

i<;
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As the appropriation was exceedingly liberal, and was based on
our estimate, we are sorry to be obliged to report that we have exceeded it. This mainly comes from the fact that we thought it
best to employ Mr. D. M. Waitt to teach book-keeping,during the
spring term ; also some of our other necessary expenditures were
unforeseen.
We have expended somewhat over &200 for books, which will
diminish by so much the amount needed for the coming year; still
the expense for books will be heavy since, from the yearly or halfyearly change in the branches studied, nearly all the books will
have to be bought in one year ; the subsequent expenditure will be
small. As the text-book law takes effect the coming year, the estimate under this head is included in the estimate for text-books
in the report of the school committee.
The school has prospered for the year, and became in the fall
larger than ever before. The prospect is that there will be a
further increase the coming year. The main room is already overcrowded, and some change in the arrangement of the school will
probably soon become necessary.
At the close of the school year the principal, Mr. George B.
Files, tendered his resignation to accept the same position in Lewiston, at a somewhat larger salary. Mr. Files had been principal
of the school for fifteen and one-half years. He is an excellent
teacher, and it is greatly to his credit that, during his long administration, the school maintained the high standing to which it had
been brought by a succession of able teachers, and in which it was
left by his predecessor, Mr. Lambert.
We exercised a great deal of care in the selection of a new
principal, and we are convinced that we made no mistake in the
choice of Mr. J . H. Parsons, a graduate of Bates College and for
nearly eight years principal of Maine Central Institute, where he
had acquired a high reputation as a teacher. We are satisfied that
the school will fully maintain its high character and efficiency
under hismanagement.
There have been no changes in assistants, and the "Course of
Studies" and arrangement of the work are mainly the same as last
year.
Miss Parke, teacher of vocal music, resigned in the summer vacation, and Mr. Frederic W . Parke was engaged in her place. The
work in this branch has been very satisfactory. A few of the pu-
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pils still cling to the idea that the time given to music could be
more profitably expeuded in other directions. Without c:illing^in
question the value of their opinion, unfortunately the weight of evidence is in the opposite scale. Educators are practically unanimous in the opinion that music is one of the most valuable studies
for mental development and, iu certain directions, surpasses any
other. Even from the secondary point of view, that of utility, it
will be more useful, to a majority of our scholars, than several
other branches in the course.
At the close of the school year, graduation exercises were held
in the afternoon of the last day of the term, in connection with the
usual exercises of public examination. By this arrangement, we
think we have attained the happy mean between the undue elaborateness of our former graduation exercises aiM the undue simplicity, perhaps, which characterized those of 1888. Graduation
from the high school—in many cases the close of school life—is an
important event to the class—an event for which they have been
preparing, and to which they have been looking forward, for fourteen years of school training—and it should be suitably recognized.
Still, we believe that it was wise, for reasons given at the time, to
discontinue our former expensive and burdensome method.
GRADUATES,

Efrie M. Lampson,
Alice G. Welch,
May H . Young,

J U N E 2."),

1889.

Joseph A. Lee,
G. Robertson True,
John M. Webster.

The last graduating class was unusually small. This arose from
the fact that an unprecedented amount of illness occured among its
members, in the winter of 1887—8, so that over one-half of those
who were intending to complete the course were obliged to leave
the school permanently. No similar experience has to such an extent attended any other class.
A very pleasaut occasion was that attending the presentation to
the school, on January 17, of a national flag, the gift of the Messrs.
Hamlen, members of the school. Judge Whitehonse presented the
flag, on behalf of the donors, and it was received by Dr. Webster, representing the Committee. Master Plaisted, of the graduating class, delivered a short but well prepared address, and there
was singing by the school and recitations by several pupils. We
••>
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caused a flag-staff to be placed upon the building, and the flag is
now displayed, in fair weather, whenever school is in session.
Appended will be found the principal's report, table of attendance, tabulated course of studies.
Respectfully submitted,
WINFIELD S. CHOATE, )
School
J. O. WEBSTER,
GEO. E. WEEKS,
) Committee.
J. H. MANLEY,
) Committee on
WM. P. WHITEHOUSE, j High School.

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF
HIGH SCHOOL.

CONY

To the Committee of Com/ Hiijh School :
: Notwithstanding such difficulties as are consequent upon a change of principals, arising from the necessity for
new acquaintanceships with teachers and students, it is believed
that the year just closed has not been altogether barren of results.
It is due the assistant teachers to say that they have heartily cooperated with the principal in all efforts for the welfare of the
school, and that their suggestions have been invaluable to him in
matters pertaining to its discipline.
It has been a source of gratification to find in the school'a course
of study so carefully arranged and bearing evidence of painstakingpreparation on the part of those to whose direction it has fallen.
In view of the fact that the mission of the public school is to
prepare the student to intelligently discharge the duties of citizenship, the question has arisen whether it would not be profitable to
give more attention to the study of civics. With a purpose to
stimulate interest in affairs of the clay, current topics have been discussed during the past two terms on such occasions as time would
admit.
The increased requirements of New England colleges in the line
of English Literature seem to demand that more attention be given
to this subject by students in the college preparatory course.
Allow me to suggest the desirability of requiring each student to
pursue three studies unless shown to be incapacitated by reason of
ill health.
Experience proves that the pupil with little to do is likely to lose
interest in the work, and thus become a serious obstacle to the
efficiency of the school.
Permit me to call attention to a seeming defect in the requirements for promotion. According to present regulations, promoGENTLEMEN
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tions are made upon an average test rank of 70 per cent. It is evident that, if a student is pursuing four subjects and attain 90 per
cent, in each of three, he may be promoted upon 10 per cent, in
the fourth. As an example of what may occur, extremes even
greater than the above appeared during the past term in the test
rank of one student. For the good of the pupil, as well as for the
standing of the school, there should be an established requirement
in separate studies. For it must be evident that one who fails to
attain a test rank of 5 per cent, in Algebra or Caesar is in ho way
fitted to pass on to Geometry or Cicero.
Since the character of the work done in the High school is so essentially different from that of the Grammar school, it often happens that a pupil having a record for good standing in the lower
schools signally fails when required to rely more completely upon
his own resources. And while it is true that ample time should be
given the student to adapt himself to his new surroundings, it is
also true that at the end of a term one may be utterly incapable of
doing the work of the class, so that longer retention is a manifest
injustice to the class, the teacher and himself.
The fact that during the past year 110 students have been seated
in a room designed for 84, and the necessity of making provision
for a largely increased attendance during the year to come, require
that steps be taken to furnish the hall over the main room with
desks sufficient for the accommodation of the fourth class.
Realizing that the chief end of education is the increased power
thereby gained, the ability to think and construct, it has been our
constant effort to impress the necessity of individual exertion.
And while, in methods of instruction, it is our purpose to keep in
the van of real progress, we have as zealously sought to avoid falling into the too prevalent error of excessive simplification. For
we believe that mental brawn can only be acquired by meeting and
surmounting obstacles, and that the extreme advocates of the so
called natural method do violence to the intelligence of the pupil.
Believing that character is of far greater importance than intellectual attainment, and that truthfulness must underlie moral excellence, we have sought to impress the importance of truth, not
in appearance or in form of words, but as a quality of being that
finds expression in right action. And it is but just to the pupils
to say that they have proved themselves not unworthy of the confidence reposed in them.
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Table Showing the S'umber of Scholars Rorjist<>r<>tl, and the Average
Attendance for the Year Ending March 28. 1800.
1
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Mr. G. B. Files, Principal, 1st term
| 78 ; 70 110 104 100 90 .88
Mr. J. H. Parsons, "
2d & 3d terms,
Miss Helen W. Fuller.
Miss Alice S. Reynolds.
Mr. Horace R. True.

The whole number of different pupils in attendance during the
year was 136. Of these 130 were in regular o u r s e s and six
special students.
The first term, the number of cases of tardiness was 25, the second term 38, the third term 55.
The number who were neither absent or tardy the first term was
38, the second term 56, and the third term 26.
In conclusion, I wish to express my sincere thanks for the kindly
courtesy uniformly extended to myself, as well as for the generous
consideration invariably accorded whatever suggestions it has occurred to me to make.
Respectfully submitted,
J . H. PARSONS.
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COURSE OF STUDIES.
There are three courses—English and Classical, given first in order below; English, taking the English branches at the right hand instead of
Latin; and Ctdh'ijc J'rrparntory, substituting Greek for the Xatural
Sciences, etc., after the first year, and advanced Algebra and Geometry
for French and Astronomy the fourth year.
There are general exercises in Mental Arithmetic and Spelling, weekly;
and in Vocal Music, daily. Declamations or Recitations and Compositions are required twice each term.
1st

1. Algebra.
I Lessons in English with American Literature, 1st half.
~" \ Physical Geography, 2d half.
1 i atin—first book • or ' Z o o l ° g y ' l s t h a l f •
l,atin nrst DOOK . or ( P h y s i o l o g y i 2 d half.
4th 6.
,
I History of Eastern Nations and Greece, \ „ „ o ] , i . .
CLASS. 4
" \ Lessons in English, etc., 2d half,
J weeiuy.
YEAR. 0

2d

il. Geometry.
Physics; or Greek—Grammar and Lessons.
1
\o
T «•• <>;esar
„ and
„ ^A Composition;
*->.-. „„-^-^
~ r {( Arithmetic,
lst half.
|3. Latin-*
o
Book.keepi'ng2 2d half
3d L ) History of the Roman People,
) weeklv
CLASS.| ' I Lessons in English, with American Literature, j w e c K •>•
YEAR.J2.

3d

' 1 . French—lst
and 2d Books, Reader and Grammar.
I Geology, 3 1st half.
t or Greek—Anabasis and Compo1 English Literature, 3 2d half. /
sition.
3. W t o - C t a . * Composition; or } C t o g m n g * ^ J « , ™
)
,,
2d 4, f English History,
CLASS, - | English Literature, } weekly.
Y E A R . i0

4th
YEAR.

lst
CLASS.

I French—Grammar and Reader, 1st half.
I Astronony. 2d half.
Chemistry 3 ; or Greek—Iliad and Composition.
Latin—Virgil & Composition; or Advanced Algebra & Geometry.
| English History,
\
kl
t English Literature, / w e e k l y -

' and 2 taken alternate years by Second and Third classes together.
taken alternate years by First and Second classes together.
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The Directors of the Public Schools in the Village District, Augusta, respectfully submit the following report for the year ending
April 26, 1890.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Receipts and Disbursements by the Board of Directors for the year
ending April 26, 1890..
RECEIPTS.

From City appropriation
$6,011 25
Collection of Taxes
4,168 58
Insurance Laurel Hill School House.
575 00
A. D. Ward, error in bill
25 21
Balance against District
1,239 22
$12,019 26
DISBURSEMENTS.

Paid Teachers
$7,!)00 92
Janitors
482 62
Fuel
1,082 94
Printing and advertising
76 75
Water bills
125 00
Commissions of Collector and Treasurer
55 02
Assessors
60 00
Repairs and supplies.
318 07
Text books and supplies
437 81
Cleaning, removing ashes, etc
63 50
Taking census
21 00
Expenses of evening school
387 55
Insurance
17 25
Repairing Laurel Hill School House. .
464 35
Interest on Mayor's warrants
23 89
Balance against the District last year

$11,516 67
502 59
$12,019 26
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In consequence of the unfortunate event which caused the retirement of Mr. Turner from the office of City Collector, we are prevented from giving the usual statement of that officer, in regard to
the state of the District Taxes committed to him to collect. Mr.
R. B. Capen, the expert employed to examine his accounts, has
furnished the following statement, by which it will be seen that a
balance of uncollected taxes of former years remains, amounting to
$2,568.49. A considerable portion of this amount is undoubtedly
worthless, and the whole is unreliable for the immediate payment
of debts. The Directors therefore advise that the balance against
the District be placed among the items to be raised by taxation the
current year.
ESTIMATE FOR

1889-90.

For teachers
Janitors
Fuel
Printing, binding and advertising
Repairs, supplies, &c
Water and light
Assessors, Directors and Clerk
Text books
Abatements, commission and discounts

Balance against District

$7,815
500
1,100
100
400
150
140
350
500

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$11,055 00
$1,239 22
$12,294 22

Estimated amount to be received from city
Cash in hand of Guy Turner, City Collector

To be provided for

6,000 00
146 46
$6,146 46
6,147 76
$12,294 22

Property valuation of District, 1889, $3,387,330.
Rate of taxation, 1889, 1 1-4 mills.
Number of scholars, April 1890, 1775.
Vouchers for all payments for the past and previous years are on
file at the office of the City Treasurer.
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To the Directors of the Village School District, Gentlemen :
In my examination of the affairs of Guy Turner. Ksq., I find the
accounts of the Village District as follows :
April 1, 188!). Uncollected taxes and cash
in Guy Turner's hands
$1,669 63
I add for errors of omission
84 31
Tax of 1889 committed to him
$5,53:3 16
Tax of 1889, supplementary
12 65
Total to be accounted for

$7,299 75

Abated by Assessors
Discount by City Auditor
Paid out on Directors' orders, or Treasurer's
receipt
Returned tax bills uncollected
Balance to be accounted for in cash

$152 09
264 13
3,668 58
2,568 49
646 46

Total

$7,299 75

The uncollected taxes Feb. 1, 1890, belonged to the several years
as follows :
T a x of 1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889

'

Total

$18
82
88
161
223
385
<!;'4
973

!»4
60
74
38
30
31
"9
43

$2,568 49
«

This represents the condition of affairs February 1, 1890. Since
t h a t time, Mr. Turner has paid to your Treasurer on account, five
hundred (500) dollars, leaving the amount actually due from him
in cash, $146.46.

Table Showing the Number of Scholars Registered, and the Average Attendance of the Schools for

1889-90.

1st Term.!2d Term. 3d Term.
SCHOOLS.

TEACHERS.

0)

be <o

> A ,<(, z^ ?» <;
GRAMMAR

SCHOOL

_

3 S

ei

s

C

Mr. G. A. Robertson, Principal
|311 J264 348 307 337 278 l 283
I Miss A. E. Colby,
" F. E. Miller, 1st term,
k
' A. L. Towne, 2d & 3d terms,
" M. A. Weeks,
" E.E.Jones,
^Assistants.
I kk E. L. Howe,
" Mae Vivian,
k
' J . M. Cottle, 1st term,
ik
S. A. Erskine, 2d & 3d terms,,

State Street . .

Miss J . Brick, 1st term
kk
L. C. Cony, 2d and 3d terms
Grove Street
" A. R. Wheeler
Kendall Street
" S. F . Choate
Laurel Hill, mixed.. Miss M. Cyr, Principal
'• A. M. Doherty, Assistant.
SUB-PRIMARY

U

56

42

' 44
j 42
127

36

i

53
45
37
«8 107

40
40
31
77

44
46
37
88

35
35
30
57

39
37
31

47

54
43

40
32
48

44
37|
31§

~*n

SCHOOLS :

Miss A. L. Towne, 1st term
" E. M. Glidden, 2d and 3d terms.
Grove S t r e e t . .
" J. Selbing
Kendall Street
" M. F . Phinney
Miss M. Bolan,
Mr. F . W . Parke, Music Teacher.
State Street

59

44

66

53 44 50 36
61 53 70 54
Drawing Teacher.

66

Y OF AUGUSTA.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS :
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SCHOOLS AND T E A C H E R S .
At the close of the spring term we received the resignations of
Miss Fannie E. Miller, who had served for several years, faithfully
and acceptably, as assistant in the grammar school, and Miss Jennie Brick, teacher of the State street primary school.
Miss Annie L. Towne, teacher of the State street sub-primary
school, was elected assistant in the grammar school to fill the
vacancy caused by Miss Miller's resignation; and she was succeeded by Miss Eva M. Glidden, a graduate of Cony High School
in 1888, who had taken an entire year's course in the training department of the grammar school. Miss Brick was succeeded by
Miss Lena C. Cony, also a graduate of our high school, who had
taken two terms' work in the training course and had taught successfully for seven terms in the ungraded schools of the city. All
of these young ladies are succeeding well in their new positions.
Soon after the beginning of the fall term, Miss Jennie Cottle of
the grammar school, was obliged to relinquish teaching temporarily,
on account of illness. Her place was supplied for the fall and winter terms, by Miss Sara A. Erskine of South Jefferson, a teacher
of long experience and superior qualifications. She will be retained
in the city as teacher of the largest rural school. Miss Cottle resumes charge of her class for the spring term.
In the summer vacation Miss L. E. Parke, our efficient teacher of
vocal music, resigned because of contemplated matrimony. Although we were sorry to lose her services, we realized that what was
onr loss was another's gain and bowed to the inevitable. Her place
was supplied by the election of her brother, Mr. Frederic W. Parke,
who had been and is still teaching music in the Gardiner schools.
DRAWING.
For several years we had been dissatisfied with the work that was
doing in drawing. Without sympathizing very fully with the craze
for manual training in schools, as its advocates seek to have it carried on, we do believe in its importance to the extent in which it
can be accomplished by drawing, modeling, etc. Besides, there is
no other branch of study that can cultivate the powers of accurate
observation equally with this, if properly taught. We did not see,
however, that any special, benefit was being derived from the use of
drawing books and such instruction as the regular class teach-
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«rs could give; the need of a special teacher was obvious. We
finally decided to employ such a teacher and secured the services of
Miss Marion Bolan, a graduate of our grammar school and a former
pupil of the high school, and for three years a student at the Boston
Normal Art School. She is proving to be an exceptionally fine
teacher, and the excellence of the work accomplished in the two
terms during which she has taught, has far exceeded our expectations.
In writing, also, we felt that better results ought to be attained;
and having the opportunity of engaging Mr. D. M. Waitt to teach
penmanship in the grammar school for the spring term, we did so.
His work was very valuable and the benefits derived by both pupils
and teachers, will probably be obvious for years.

E V E N I N G SCHOOL.
Agreeably to vote at last school meeting, we carried on an evening school for eight weeks before the Christmas vacation, intending
to have another term of the same length after vacation. The hall
in the grammar school building was fitted up for the purpose, with
tables and electric lights, and made an admirable room for a school
of this kind. The first term was very successful, there being an
average of 99 in attendance, one-third of whom were American and
two-thirds French. The second term was not successful in point of
attendance, and was closed after four weeks. This was only partly
due to the prevailing epedemic. I t became apparent to us that only
one continuous term a year, of evening school, can be carried on
successfully. We therefore recommend that, in future, there be
one term of twelve weeks, beginning one week later than the fall
term of day school, and closing at the same time with the latter.
Now that the hall is fitted up, the expense of such a term with 100
pupils, would be about $350, exclusive of the increased expense for
fuel, books, etc.
ATTENDANCE, ETC.
As is well known, school attendance was much interfered with by
the epedemic influenza which prevailed in the winter, and at one
time fully one-half of the pupils were absent from school—in some
rooms a much larger proportion. Fortunately our teachers almost
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wholly escaped. At the beginning of the year the City Council appointed Miles W. Leighton, Truant Oflicer—a position which he has
filled faithfully and efficiently. Truancy, especially among the
French, cannot be fully abolished, but it can be and is controlled in
a large measure.
Respectfully submitted,
WM. R. S M I T H ,
)
J. O. W E B S T E R ,
[Directors.
WM. P . W H I T E H O U S E .

The following is submitted by a majority of the Directors,
R. Smith dissenting.

Wm.

OUR D I S T R I C T SYSTEM.
The establishment of this district was one of the most important
steps ever taken in the educational progress of Augusta. It accomplished the result—which at that time could be accomplished in no
other way—of providing for the proper education of the youth rapidly increasing in number, of the village, whose requirements had
already outgrown the school system that was still adequate to the
needs of the country districts. The Cony High School, which we
believe stands unequaled in the State, was a child of this district,
and under its fostering care attained the high standing, though not
the size, which it has maintained since it was taken in charge by
the city. Our grammar school, whose reputation is not confined t a
Maine but extends over New England^ is a source of pride to us all.
These are worthy monuments of the men by whom the idea of the
Village District was conceived, and by whom the conception was
made a realization.
But we live in the present and have to deal with present realities
and not with reminiscences. The question is being seriously, and
we believe pertinently, asked and should be seriously considered,
whether there still exists any adequate reason for keeping up our
present separate school district organization, whether, on the other
hand, there do not exist weighty reasons against it. Why should
we be subject to the inconvenience of maintaining three or four separate school organizations in this city? Why should the two districts be at the expense of assessing and collecting a special t a x r
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when it could be done without expense by the city, unless the assessment of all the school money by the city would work an injustice to some one ?
Let us examine this last question a little and we shall see that the
injustice exists in the present condition of things.
The amount of school money raised by the city is $6932.80, or 80
cents an inhabitant based on the last census. Although not legally
obliged to increase the amount until 1891, the great increase of
school population in the city and diminution in the country districts
makes the burden of taxation every year more unequal, and results
in a positive injustice to the inhabitants of the Village and Williams
districts. The extra apportionment for country schools is necessarily increased every year, so that last 3rear the rural schools, with
18 per cent, of the school population, received 31 per cent, of the
school money. This threw upon the chartered districts the burden,
not only of raising money enough to pay for the increased school
privileges they enjoy, but also of raising an additional amount to
replace that taken from them for the rural schools, making double
taxation. Although the country schools would necessarily, in any
case, receive more than their proportion of school money, and it is
perfectly right that they should, there is no reason why the present
inequality should continue.
Many reasons exist for making our school system a unit, some of
which have been already indicated. It would save at once the large
expense of assessing and collecting the district taxes ; the money
raised could be used to better advantage if kept together than if
divided into three parcels ; the advantages of the grammar schools
could be enjoyed by pupils from the country who wished, during the
last part of their school course; the course of study of all the
schools could be uniform, and so could the fit of those entering the
high school, which is not now the case ; we could have one large
committee in place of so many separate boards, who could elect,
wnat is one of our greatest needs, a Superintendent of Schools, in
accordance with Chap. 76, Special Laws of 1887.
A N ACT for the better supervision of the schools of the City of
Augusta.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECT. 1.
Whenever the school districts shall have been abolished
in the City of Augusta, the City Council may elect a school committee of seven members, two for one year, two for two years, and
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three for three years, from the thirty-first day of March in the then
current municipal year. Vacancies thereafter occurring by reason
of expiration of term of service shall be filled by election for three
years; and vacancies otherwise occurring, by election for the remainder of the unexpired term.
SECT. 2.
Said committee shall elect a chairman annually, and a
secretary when there is no superintendent of schools ; and may
adopt such by-laws and regulations as are not inconsistent with the
laws of the State.
SECT. 3.
Said committee may elect, annually, a superintendent
of schools, who shall be the executive officer of the committee and
its secretary ; and shall fix his salary, which shall be paid by the
city treasurer in the same manner as the salaries of teachers.
In case of the election of one of their own members as superintendent of schools, he shall thereby cease to be a member of the committee, and the vacancy thereby arising shall be filled as before provided.
When a superintendent of schools is elected,-the members of the
committee shall receive no compensation for their services.
[Approved Feb. 10, 1887.]
We are not aware of any real objections whatever to the change ;
but some imaginary ones can be quickly disposed of.
1st. I t may be said that it would increase the taxes in the country districts ; but the country schools are now receiving over $1400
more than their proportion of the school money, while the additional
tax of those districts would not be over $500. It will be increased
to about that extent under the new census.
2d. It was formerly said, and may still be thought by some,
that the Village district is heavily in debt and the city would have
to assume it. The Village district now is entirely out of debt, except a temporary loan more than covered by collectable taxes, and
has over $800 in the savings bank.
3d. I t is said by those outside of our district that the Village
district has expensive school houses, and we should have to pay a
part of the cost. This is plausible, on the surface, but a very little
calculation will show that the case is quite different.
The Village district contains a little over 69 per cent, of the valuation of the city. All the common school property in the city has
been, for some years, estimated at $48,000. That of the Village
district cannot possibly be appraised at over $32,500, or a little less
than fi8 per cent, of the whole ; so instead of having more, it has a
little less than its share of the school property. As a matter, of
fact, each part of the city has practically its own proportion of

32

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

school property, and there would be no need, in equity, of making,
any appraisal, as the law provides, for its equalization.
4th. It is supposed by some that the districts have chartered
rights that cannot be taken away. The districts have no charters,
but a few privileges conferred by a special act of the legislature under which they were formed.
The following is the law on this subject:
CHAPTER

11,

R.

S.

SEC. 3. A town may abolish the school districts therein, and
shall thereupon forthwith take possession of all the school-houses,
lands, apparatus, and other property owned and used for school
purposes, which districts might lawfully sell and convey. The
property so taken shall be appraised under the direction of the
town, and at the next annual assessment a tax shall be levied upon
the whole town, equal to the whole amount of said appraisal, or
such part thereof as the town shall vote, and the remainder of said
appraisal, if any, shall be levied by tax upon the whole town at the
second and third annual assessments thereafter, or at the second
alone, as the town shall vote, and there shall be remitted to the tax
payers of each district the said appraised value of its property thustaken, in the same proportion, annually, as the tax therefor shall be
levied, or the difference in the value of the property of the several
districts may be adjusted in any other manner agreed upon by the
parties in interest. Upon the abolition or discontinuance of any
district, its corporate powers and liabilities continue so far as may
be necessary for the enforcement of its rights and duties.
CHAPTER

380,

P.

L.,

1885.

SEC. 1. Whenever any town shall have abolished its school districts, as provided in section three of chapter eleven of the revised
statutes, such action shall be held to abolish all union districts
formed by said town in concurrence with other towns as provided
in section seventy-one of said chapter, and all districts which may
have been specially chartered by act of legislature.
An order of the city council abolishing school districts would terminate the existence of the Village and Williams districts. Thi&
was avoided three years ago, by drawing the order so that it specified the districts to be abolished.
It goes without saying that the city council would not exercise
this power without consent of, or a request from, the people of
these districts. We believe that this consent will be given if, after
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mature consideration, they be afforded an opportunity to express
their views.
One year hence would be a favorable time for consolidating the
school systems of the city. The amount needed for common school
purposes, including taking the census and minor repairs, is between
$15,000 and $16,000. Of this we can calculate on about $5,000
from the State. The amount which the city will be legally obliged
to raise, after the current year, will probably be about 810,000.
So there can be no great increase in taxation from the proposed
change.
It may be asked if, when the city raises this amount, the necessity
for a district tax would cease. I t would not—there would still be
needed a tax for books, Directors and Clerk, repairs, water (which
will be furnished free if the city owns the school-houses) etc., and
it will cost just as much to assess a tax of $500, as one of $5,000.
So the waste in this direction would still continue ; the reasons for
a change would still exist.
We leave this matter for the consideration of the people of the
district. Should action in the direction indicated be thought advisable, it could be taken at this meeting or a future one, in the form
of a vote requesting the City Council to pass an order that, at a
certain date, all school districts in Augusta be abolished. The
Williams District should also be asked to take concurrent action.
As a proper date for the consummation of the action, we suggest
March 3 1 , 1891. At this date the State school year ends ; and the
terms of office of the school committee, elected under the special
act quoted above, would begin.
Respectfully submitted.
J . O. WEBSTER,
1 Directors
1Jneams
WM. P. WHITEHOUSE, j
-
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To the Citizens of the Williams School

District:

The Directors herewith submit their eighth annual report.
When Mr. Turner resigned his position as Treasurer and Collector
of the city, Mr. R. B. Capen was employed by the city to
examine the accounts of Mr. Turner, and Mr. Turner, having been
acting as Treasurer and Collector for the Williams District, it
involved an examination of matters between Mr. Turner and the
District. Mr. Capen has performed this duty for the District, and
has submitted his report to the Directors, giving iu detail the disbursements made for the District the past year, and the financial
standing of the District as it existed at the time of Mr. Turner's
resignation.
We herewith submit Mr. Capen's report, and also the subjoined
report of Chas. N . Hamlin, Esq., successor to Mr. Turner, giving
in detail the disbursements since his occupancy of the Treasury,
which makes a complete statement of the linancial affairs of the
District as it existed on the 5th day of April, 1890.

To the Directors of the Williams School District :
GENTLEMEN : In my examination of the accounts, books and
papers of Guy Turner, Esq., I have found the condition of the
affairs of your District as follows :
April 1, 1889, there was charged to Turner
cash and tax bills
$812 50
Tax of 1889, committed to him
1,402 63
"
'•
Supplementary
6 00
Mayor's warrant for city a p p o r t i o n m e n t . . . .
1,983 75

Total to be accounted for

$4,204 88
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He has paid out on approved bills (see next
page)
82,645 83
The assessors have abated
25 72
He returns uncollected tax bills
422 79
He has cash in his hands
1,110 54
Total

$4,204 88

The uncollected taxes belong to different years as follows :
T a x of
"
»
"
"
"
•"

1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
Total

$3 00
5 55
13 84
3183
59 76
9196
216 99
$422 86

There is money on deposit in the different National Banks in this
city to meet all claims of the city and the different districts, and
there is nothing in any of his affairs to reflect upon the unspotted
reputation of Mr. Turner for strict honesty and integrity.
As to the disposition of uncollected taxes, you must determine.
Many of the old bills are utterly worthless, being poll taxes against
men who have gone away or died, or are unable to pay. A good
proportion of those of later years are undoubtedly good. In view
of Mr. Turner's circumstances and condition, it would seem proper
to credit him with tax bills returned, closing accounts with him,
cause to be abated such taxes as are known to be worthless, and
commit the remainder to a new collector. See next page for a list
of payments by him.
Respectfully submitted,
R. B. C A P E N .
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J . F. Pierce
$236 59
Western Publishing House
112 10
Augusta Water Co
52 62
W. H. Libby, census
10 00
Weston Lewis
487 63
Stella Barton
216 00
Addie H. Dana
192 00
Alice M. Whitney
200 00
Ella A. Ayers
103 25
Gussie T. Libby
192 00
May E. Godding
72 00
G. A. Crosby
108 00
Virgil Whitcomb
13 00
Herbert Rideout
11 00
Ralph Small
5 00
Bertha Small
3 00
Assessors' Salary
30 00
Guy Turner, 2-3 commission for 1888 and 1889,
40 00
Minnie Small
4 00
Geo. W. Nicholas
5 00
Mrs. Pierce
2 50
J . E. Ward, carting gravel
23 33
W. H. Libby, J r . , Labor on W . closets
15 50
Augusta Lumber Co
30 49
Jas. A. Jones
48 12
W. H . Libby, J r . , wood sheds
21 00
Benj. Copp
1 50
Chas. Nicholas
6 00
George Nicholas
1 25
E. Stone, coal
61 36
F . H . Getchell & Co
'•
7 59
Badger & Manley
24 50
W . B. Small, setting glass
1 00
Smith & Reid
•> 50
I . H . Cunningham
9 00
A . D . Ward
200 00
Total

$2,645 83
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To the Directors of the Williams School

District:

: On accepting the duties of acting Treasurer and
Collector of the Williams School District, made vacant by the
resignation of Mr. Turner, I find the financial condition of said
District to be as stated by Prof. Capen. To which is to be added,
as disbursements paid on approved bills, since my occupancy of
the office, the following sums to the persons named:
GENTLEMEN

Weston Lewis
Stella Barton
Addie H . Dana
Gussie T. Libby
Alice M. Whitney
Lottie M. Farrington
V. L. Whitcomb
D . A. Cony & Co
G. A. Crosby
Ralph Small
Bertha M. Small
Chas. Hankerson
Weston Lewis

$266
108
96
96
96
88
12
128
36
5
3
3
1

Brought forward from Mr. Capen's report
Total disbursement
Balance including uncollected taxes

67
00
00
00
00
00
00
79
00
00
00
00
00
$939 46
2,645 83
$3,585 29
619 59
$4,204 88

C. N . H A M L E N ,

Treasurer.
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The report of the Treasurer shows the expenditures to
have been, the previous year
$3,585 29
Estimated outstanding bills
100 00
$3,685 29
Leaving balance unexpended, including uncollected
taxes from 1883 to date
The estimate for the fiscal year ending March, 1891, for
support of schools, wages of teachers, ordinary repairs,
school supplies, fuel, janitor, &c
Assessment of taxes
Collecting taxes
Taking census
Abatements, including back taxes
Bills outstanding
Painting Middle street schoolhouse
Total

$519 59

3,300
30
30
15
200
100
125

00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$3,800 00

This may be provided for as follows, to wit:
Balance from last year
Apportionment estimated
Assessment

$619 59
1,900 00
1,280 41

Total

$3,800 00

SCHOOLS AND

TEACHERS.

Anything we might say with reference to the schools or teachers
the past year would simply be a repetition of what has been said
before. It is sufficient to say that all the teachers have performed
their work to the satisfaction of the Directors, and they have no
reason to doubt, to the satisfaction of the parents and scholars.
The attendance was much interfered with in the winter term, by the
prevailing epidemic, la grippe, though the average for the year has
been very good and the advancement quite up to former years.
The same teachers have continued throughout the year, with the
exception of Miss E. A. Ayers, the assistant in the Grammar
School. At the beginning of the winter term, Miss Ayers was
reported to be sick, and unable to be in her place in the school. I t
was thought at the time that her absence from duty would be only

40

CITY OF AUGUSTA.

temporary, but that dreaded, and often fatal disease, typhoid fever,
claimed her as its victim, and after many weeks of pain and suffering,
she yielded up her young life, and joined the "silent majority."
Miss Ayers was a bright and promising young lady, and if her life
had been spared, she would undoubtedly have achieved success in
her chosen profession. The Directors take this occasion to express
their deep sympathy to her bereaved friends, and to deplore with
them the loss of one so young and promising.
At the beginning of the winter term, Miss Lottie M. Farrington
of this city, was engaged to fill the place as Assistant in the Grammar school, made vacant by the sickness and.death of Miss Ayers.
Miss Farrington's engagement was at first but temporary, but she
has continued through the term, giving excellent satisfaction to the
Directors, and to Mr. Lewis, the Principal. This was Miss Farrington's first experinnce in teaching. She gives good promise of success
as a teacher, and displays much interest in her work. Miss Farrington is a graduate of the schools in this district, and of the City High
School, and it gives the directors much pleasure in giving our own
scholars the positions in our schools as teachers, when they are
found to be so worthy and well qualified as is Miss Farrington.
She will continue through the spring term, thus making the teachers
stand as follows : Mr. Lewis, Principal of the Grammar school;
Miss Farrington, Assistant; Miss Barton, Miss Dana and Miss
Libby, in the Middle street schools, and Miss Whitney in the
Pettengill Corner school.

SCHOOLHOUSES AND R E P A I R S .

The wood house connected with the Pettengill Corner schoolhouse
was found to be in a dangerous condition, necessitating its removal,
and another substantial structure built in its place. Water has been
introduced into the Middle street schoolhouse, and two water closets
constructed therein, which have proved to be a great convenience.
Aside from the above, but little has been expended on repairs.
There will be some painting required to be done the coming year,
particularly on the Middle street schoolhouse, and with the usual
incidental repairs is all that will be needed to be done.
In our last report we suggested the necessity of a larger building
for the better accommodation of the Grammar School and the
increasing number of scholars in the district. This condition still
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confronts us and with greater force as the years roll by. We are
aware of the heavy draft being made on the tax payers, on account
of the large number of improvements going forward in our city, but
this should not delay consideration of the matter too long. At the
annual meeting of the voters of the district last spring, a committee
was appointed to consider the location and construction of a new
Grammar schoolhouse. The action of this committee will be made
known at the annual meeting soon to be held. For a more definite
statement of the condition of our schools, we refer to the following
report of Mr. Lewis, the Principal of the Grammar school.
Respectfully submitted,
J. H. MANLEY,
WM. H. LIBBY,
D. A. CONY,
A . M . WIGHT,
W. H. WILLIAMS,

Directors
of
Williams
School
Districts
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CITY OF AUGUSTA.

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

To the Directors of Williams

District:

: In obedience to your request I submit the following report of Williams Grammar School for the year ending,
March 28, 1890. Ninety different scholars have received instructions in the school the past year. Sixteen graduated last
June. We have been unfortunate in losing the assistant teachers for three years past. Two died and the third resigned on
account of sickness. These unfortunate events had a tendency
to check the progress in some of the classes. Different teachers
have new methods and ways of teaching and time and energy are
lost in getting the young minds in sympathy with these different
methods, so that each one will become interested. Miss Farrington, the present assistant, received her education in our schools.
She is accurate, and one in whom parents can place confidence.
She is a thorough student and devotes her time and energy to her
duties.
Miss Ayers, who died at the opening of the winter term, was
a good disciplinarian, and was giving satisfaction. Her death was
a loss not only to the school, but to the entire community.
At the last annual meeting, the district raised money to furnish, in
part, the schools, with text-books. The teachers and directors
were consulted, and books introduced which are up to date. On
entering the schools the scholars are supplied with books, and no
time is lost in getting at work. The difficulties which so long
confronted the teachers are now easily adjusted. We ask your
attention upon this subject at the next annual meeting as provision for books must be made for the ensuing year. You kindly
furnished our schools with Yaggy's Geographical Charts which
made the study of Geography more interesting. They were much
needed, as the old maps were entirely worn out.
GENTLEMEN

WILLIAMS SCHOOL DISTrICT.
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The attendance the past year has been better than last. The
record shows there has been less tardiness in the school. Upon
the whole we are pleased to report that the classes made good
progress. When the student acquires the power of application, we are sure to get good results. To learn how to study is a
great lesson. Application is the great secret of success, yet, we
have those who cannot apply themselves. Teachers are in fault if
they do not assist the pupil to form the habit.
The other schools, including the Primary and the Intermediate,
on Middle street, and the mixed at Pettingill's Corner, have been
under instructors, who have established their reputation, as teachers, in Williams District. We can favorably report upon the
classes that enter the Grammar grade. There has been harmony
in the district throughout the year, unless all are united good results cannot be expected. Teachers are liable to make errors, but
they are ready at any time to make such corrections, as will benefit
the schools. We hope to see the people in the district ready to
build a new Bchoolhouse, as soon as circumstances will allow it.
The out door conveniences at the Grammar school are not what
they should be. There is no remedy for this until extended sewers
are built, that drainage may be procured. It has been done at the
Middle street schoolhouse, and we hope to see it done in all the
school buildings.
Respectfully submitted,
WESTON LEWIS.

STATISTICAL TABLE.
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First term of 11 weeks. Second term of 13 weeks, Third term of 12 weeks.
J a n . 6, to Mar. 28, '90.
April 15, to J u n e 28.
Sept. 16, to Dec. 13.
SCHOOLS.

Grammar School,
School Street,

Intermediate School,
Middle Street,
Primary School,
Middle Street,
Mixed School,
Pettengills Corner,

TEACHERS.

Weston Lewis, Prin.
Miss E. A. Ayers, Assistant,
1st and 2d T.
Miss L. M. Farrington, Asst.,
3dT
Miss Stella Barton, Prin
Miss G. T. Libby Asst.
Miss A. H. Dana Prin.

Whole Average Whole Average Whole Average
Number. Number. Number. Number. Number. Number.

71

66

73

65

70

64
H
K

45
104

32
81

52
90

41
70

48
86

37

c

60

c•c
c

Miss G. T. Libby, Asst.
Miss Alice M. Whitney
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45

36

48

38
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